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My mind goes back to 1976 when we were theology students; 
we received the fi rst copy of the Carmelite Messenger in a 
cyclostyled book form with a beautiful cover page…the task of 
bringing out this means of communication was entrusted with 
Fr Justin Avanooparambil OCD. As theology students, we were 
eager to read the news from all our communities. In fact, through 
that messenger we felt connected to and united with all our friars 
in different communities in the province and their activities. 
Times have changed. Priorities of many of our friars have also 
changed. Still as a family we need to have a common platform 
to feel our Province’s unity and oneness. That can happen only 
with sharing of what our members in communities and common 
concerns do. Therefore respecting the requests of many of our 
friars we re-introduce the Carmelite Messenger in these changed 
times in a new form. 
We are in the era of e-books and e-publications. Printed materials 
are very much discarded. Therefore our focus will be mainly on 
the digital version. Of course hard copies of the same will be made 
available where it is necessary. As you know lot of hard work is 
required for this e-bulletin. It needs a lot of patience and hard 
work in collecting, editing and publishing. I appreciate and thank 
our dear Fr Paulson for taking all initiatives for re-introducing 
this venture.

Fr Jacob Ettumanookaran OCD
Provincial

As a Beacon of Our Province’s Fraternity
Carmelite Messenger
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I hail you. Years ago you should have stepped in to our midst 
with your wholesome errand. You are very very late, Yet, better 
late than never. I welcome you for good reasons more than one. 
Take my own case. For many years I am out, cut away from the 
Mother house, from my old loving companions and Brothers 
with whom I had been free and jolly. Neither they know now 
about my struggles for life, nor I happen to know of their happy 
whereabouts. From some rare casual visits what can we come 
to learn? Little.
“Out of sight, out of mind” is a common human frailty affecting 
even family members. Victims of this general oblivion mostly 
are small communities or individuals existing isolated afar from 
crowded, self-suffi cing parental hives. The lone individuals, 
working somewhere all the same for the same common 
purposes, are simply dropped out of news and when one of 
these happens to give a short visit after long intervals, shrunk 
by irregular mountain food or soiled by mission dust, he comes 
to be ignored as a mere stranger by younger generations in the 
mother house. These young fellows who one day may rule him 
in old age, and even bury him perhaps, now are not interested 
in him, because he is not known; he is a mere cipher, a stranger. 
This is simply painful. A good messenger like this will surely 
remedy this predicament. 
A regular, well-edited messenger of this kind was a real need. 
It will serve as a fi rm link of mutual understanding, cordial 
interest and brotherly feeling among members of our province 
scattered far and wide in houses big and small, station or 
seminaries. A sound, prestigious sense of togetherness is to be 
made much of by those of us who sincerely wish to witness 
among ourselves a genuine family atmosphere rooted and 
fostered under all circumstances and conditions. Let us all 
hope that this venture, our new born messenger will come up 
capable to serve us all with interesting pieces of news about 
our Brothers & Fathers young and old in every nook & corner 
and of course from our still bigger hives.
                  

Fr William  Valanthara OCD
Yercaud, 16-2-1977

of Our Big Province
Dear News Messenger
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The Inauguration of the Academic Year in the Formation houses of 
the province and Ranchi Delegation took place in the Month of June 

and July, 2021 in spite of the pandemic Covid-19 and its consequences. Thanks be to God 
for the courageous and prudent decisions of the superiors and the formators to begin the 
academic year in time. From Aspirancy to Theology, classes are in full swing and students 
are getting fully involved in curricular and co-curricular activities. We wish you all a very 
fruitful and successful academic year in your intellectual and spiritual formation. 

Rev. Fr George Vettikuzhiyil OCD (Prefect of Studies)

(This letter welcoming the Messenger, by late Fr William, who subsequently moved 
to South Kerala Province was published in the 2nd issue of the 1st volume of Carmelite 
Messenger in 1977.)
Surely, it is a matter for us that our Carmelite Messenger has served as a bond of unity and 
fraternity in our province. The role of communication for communion in today’s world 
cannot be exaggerated. Even when the modern world has revolutionized the communication 
system, replacing the traditional means with the fastest and the most sophisticated ones, such 
a familial means of communication as the Carmelite Messenger has a unique place in the life 
of our province. Along with the news of the events and life of our communities, it brings 
warmth and joy to our friars. It facilitates mutual sharing, communion and documentation 
of our life for today and for future generations. May the Carmelite Messenger bring us 
the message of love and peace...May it consolidate the communion and fraternity in our 
communities...

Editorial Board

Provincial Bureau

Academical Glint

The vocation camp of this year started at Avilagiri Ashram on June 
11th and ended on June 23rd Evening. There were twelve participants 
from different parts of Kerala. Six participants were selected to join 
aspirancy. Here I express my sincere gratitude for the concern and cooperation of the 
superior and community of Avilagiri ashram for all the facilities and support for the vocation 

Promotion of Vocation

7 Promoting Communion
through Communication



Due to the pandemic situation, the activities of Secular Carmel in our 
province were not vivacious and heavy but not dormant. Hence, there 
happened, 

• National Meeting: A national meeting of the OCDS with Delegate Provincials from all 
Indian Provinces and two each lay representatives took place at Tvm. It was organized 
by Malabar Province and held at Benziger Memorial Spirituality Centre, Trivandrum on 
4th February 2021.

• Malayalam translation of the Ratio OCDS : Preparation of a Malayalam 
translation of the Ratio OCDS and a three-year formation programme after the 
model of OCDS Philippines. First, we translated into Malayalam all the seven 
books. Then the books were given into the hands of Rev. Fr Pascal Koroth OCD. 
After his expert opinion and correction, we entrusted the Malayalam translation 
of the Ratio OCDS under the title Almaya Carmalita Sabhayude Rupikarana
Margarekha to Rev. Fr Provincial on 5th April 2021 for further scrutiny by other Malayali 
Provinces, so that we can have a co-operation with other provinces in the matter of 
uniformity in formation. Economically, a combined publication of the book will reduce 
the cost of publication of the same by each province. I sincerely thank Rev. Fr Pascal 
Koroth OCD for his selfl ess service for the future of the OCDS of our province.

Secular Carmel

camp and all the fathers in our province 
for your strong prayer support and 
encouraging words, especially all the 
vocation promoters who worked hard 
during this time of Covid pandemic for 
good vocations.

Rev. Fr Thomas Kaduthanam OCD
(Former Vocation Director)
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Because of Covid we could not do this apostolate in a grand way. 
Still we bought ten thousand small scapulars and distributed it to 
all those superiors and members who asked for it. We also reached 

some scapulars to communities where we could reach it. We would like to revive this noble 
apostolate if the communities and members take interest and inform me in advance about 
their suggestions and needs in relation to our small scapular.

Rev. Br Sebastian Vettikuzhakunnel OCD
(Director of Scapular Apostolate)

Scapular Apostolate

The members of the historical and theological commissions are in full swing working on the 
documents of the Servant of God Archbishop Aloysius Maria Benziger. Regular meetings 
of the commissions are temporarily suspended due to Covid 19 Pandemic. The death 
anniversary of the Servant of God will be celebrated this year keeping the Covid 19 protocol.

Rev. Fr Zacharias Kariyilakulam OCD
(Vice-Postulator for Servant of God Archbishop Aloysius Maria Benziger)

This year was special for Servant of God Adeodatus, as we celebrated the 125th birth 
centenary of Fr Adeodatus. It was on January 27th 2021. Part of it we had a grand celebration 
in our monastery church. We prepared the people connected with him by making them 
write memories and we published it as a souvenir. This souvenir contains felicitations from 
Bishops of Neyatinkara, Trivandrum, Changanasery and Parasala. Adeodatus worked in 
all the three rites dioceses centred at Mutiyavila. In order to bring new generation closer to 
Fr Adeodatus we prepared a book. This book contains the sayings of Adeodatus. I thank 

Servants of God Archbishop 
Aloysius Maria Benziger and 
Rev Fr Adeodatus of St Peter

• Solemnity of Our Lady: In the midst of the Covid-19 restrictions, we conducted Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Day celebration at Puntura Parish on January 31st 2021, Sunday.

• A New Unit: Because of the interest and incentive of Rev. Fr Francis Kizhakemyalil OCD, 
the parish priest of Carmelaram Mount Carmel Parish, we began the fi rst preparation 
of the parishners on July 16th 2021 for the starting of OCDS unit there. I thank Rev. 
Fr. Francis Kizhakemyalil for his initiative to enkindle Secular Carmelite Spirit in the 
parishners.

• New Members: Even in the midst of the Covid-19 restrictions six new members took 
initiation into OCDS at Carmel Hill Monastery Church on July 16th 2021. 

Rev. Fr Kurian Alumkal OCD
(Delegate Provincial for Secular Carmel)
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one of our eldest Fr Patrick Mootheril OCD for doing everything in order to prepare this. 
As part of the 125th Birth centenary we decided to give study help to 125 poor students 
selected from the 24 parishes that Adeodatus worked. We already distributed this study 
help. I thank our Fr Rockose Kolenchery OCD for arranging this study help. Eight meetings 
of the historical commission of the cause of Fr Adeodatus were conducted and a fi nal report 
was prepared and submitted to the Local Bishop. Theological commission report is in the 
process. Promoter of Justice is already appointed and the team of Promoter of Justice, Notary 
and Episcopal delegate has to start their examination of the witnesses. Covid reduced the 
speed of this activity. 

Rev. Fr Kurian Alumkal OCD
(Vice-Postulator for Servant of God Rev. Fr Adeodatus of St Peter)

New Trust for AVP: Our Institute was registered in the category of ‘Religious Institutions’. 
Since this Category is removed by the government, we have registered our Institute as a 
Trust. In the name of the new Trust we could renew the FCRA registration and also we 
could open the new FCRA account in SBI.
General Body Meeting and Gathering: On 30th June we had the General Body Meeting of 
the AVP Trust with all the members. On the same day evening all our fathers at Bangalore 
were invited for a Dinner in our dining hall. 
Pandemic infl uence in the Institute: In 
the past few months the COVID situation 
at Bangalore was belligerent. Due to the 
pandemic and lockdown, we have postponed 
the opening of our regular course from July 
to October. If the situations are conducive, 
we are planning to start a six months course 
in October. At present 19 MA Theology 
students are here.  
Our Jubilarians: Fr. Thomas, our Dean of studies has concluded his golden Jubilee year. 
We had a wonderful celebration (as per the COVID protocol) in the CTC Chapel followed 
by a dinner in AVP garden. The Silver Jubilee year of the priestly ordination of our Bursar, 
Fr. Antony Moonjelil OCD was inaugurated on 26th May with a solemn Mass in CTC Chapel.

Provincial Concerns

Adhyatma Vidya Peetham
Bangalore
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New Venture: Now our AVP pond is full with fi shes… we hope that we will get a good 
catch soon… We have also planted verities of vegetables and new fruit-trees in our campus 
to make it eco-friendly. 

Rev. Fr James Niravath OCD
(Director of AVP)

Twenty-fi fth Intensive Diploma Course: Twenty-fi fth 
intensive diploma course on renewal in religious life 
and formative leadership was inaugurated on fourth 
July 2021 by Rev. Fr Provincial. There are twenty six 
participants from twelve different congregations. After 
the introductory retreat regular classes are started.  
The Solemnity of Our Mother of Carmel: The 
solemnity of our Mother of Carmel was celebrated on 
16th July with colourful events and joyful participation 
of all the members of the community.
Patron’s Day Celebrations: Lisieux family is grateful to 
God on the occasion of the patrons’ day celebrations of 
our members. Our members Rev. Fr Paul Mundackal 
OCD (29-6-20201), Rev. Fr Thomas Kaduthanam OCD 
(03-7-2021) and Regent Br James Tharappel OCD (25-
7-2021) celebrated their patron’s day with Lisieux 
community. 
Farewell: Lisieux family arranged a grant 
farewell to Rev. Fr Thomas Kaduthanam 
OCD. He will be remembered for his 
manifold services rendered to the province 

Lisieux Centre, Muvattupuzha
(Vocational and Pastoral Centre)
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as vocation director and in charge of media and communications. He is specially kept in 
mind for the family spirit maintained in our Lisieux community. Best wishes for his future 
studies.   

Rev. Fr Mathew Azhakath OCD
(Director of Lisieux Centre)

We have stopped conducting retreat programs in the beginning of March 2019 as the corona 
virus got spread. Since the spirituality centre doesn’t have single rooms, it is very diffi cult 
to conduct any program for small groups as many prefer for bath attached rooms due to 
corona pandemic. However our retreat team has conducted few parish retreats during last 
Lenten season. 

 Rev. Fr Thomas Kuzhiyalil OCD
(Director)

Mount Carmel Spirituality 
Centre, Peravoor

During this pandemic situation these 
centres conduct only the programmes 
that are favourable to the policies of 
the society and Covid protocols of the 
state. It is certainly bare minimum to the 
competence of our centres. 

Rev. Frs Jacob Mundackal OCD and James Alakkuzhiyil OCD
(Directors)

Eco-Spirituality Centre, Sengulam and 
Benziger Memorial Spirituality Centre, 
Tvm
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The SJP is in its 73rd year of service in the printing industry of Kerala. St Joseph’s Press that 
was started in 1948 with just two Treadle Presses, eight cases of types, four compositors, 
two printers, two binders and one foreman has developed in to one of the best print-houses 
of Kerala equipped with modern systems and machines in pre-press, printing, and post 
press sections that can cater to medium and large volumes of print-needs.  As on today the 
Press has got 88 employees– 46 permanent workers and the rest in temporary and contract 
category. The average monthly turnover of the Press during the current fi nancial year varies 
from 30 to 80 lakhs of rupees.
Major Clients: SJP has got a long list of clients which include Government Offi ces and 
Institutions like Public Relations Department of Kerala, Yojana of Central Govt, Sree Chithra 
Thirunnal Institute, Regional Cancer Centre, Centre for Development Studies, University of 
Kerala, Mahatma Gandhi University, Kottayam, Sankaracharaya University, Kalady,  Centre 
for Advanced Printing, Trivandrum, Centre for Management Studies, Kerala Niyamasabha,  
Milma, etc. Apart from these, SJP has regular print-orders from Catechism Departments 
and Liturgical Commissions of the Syro Malabar Church as well as of the Latin Church 
of Kerala. The SJP list of customers include also publications like CIPH, Vas Publications, 
ChalachithraVartha, Keli, ChalachithraSameeksha, Prasadhakan, GATE Overfl ow, Charis 
Bhavan Publications, etc. The merit of St Joseph’s Press is that it caters to the needs of the 
small and big customers alike – SJP accepts print-order for a few dozens of wedding cards 
and the print order for a few lakhs copies of multi-colour text books with the same level of 
commitment to quality and time schedule.
News Paper Printing Stopped: The impact of the Covid pandemic is amply evident in the 
challenges faced even by Newspapers. There was a time when SJP was printing up to 9 
editions of newspapers and by the middle of 2020 it was reduced to 2 editions of nearly 1000 
copies each. Taking in to account the loss that was incurring in newspaper printing section, 
printing of the News Papers was stopped by March 2021. 
The Covid-19 Effect on Printing Industry: One of the industries that 
is very badly affected by the Covid-19 is the printing industry 
and it has affected SJP too. Demands for printing has come 
down, academic activities are being transformed in to 
digital platforms, advertisements have become digital, 
publishers opt for Print-on-demand, and offi ces are fast 
becoming paper-less offi ces.  In spite of all these, thank 
God, and through the intercession of St Joseph, SJP 
is able to face the challenges. The pressure of work 
is less but SJP was not closed even for a single day 
because there was no work. The long days of lock-
downs have affected the Press as well as the life of the 
employees, but we are hopeful of better days to come. 

Rev. Fr Mathew Thekkel OCD
(Director)

St Joseph’s Press, Tvm
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Inspite of the Covid-19 pandemic, the publication of the L’Osservatore Romano is continuing 
without interruption. Even though we released a few new books, we have limited the number 
of copies because the potential for their sale are seriously affected by the present crisis. 
Curtailing income due to the pandemic situation compels us to face a fi nancial crisis for 
its daily running. To overcome this situation, our strategy demand to open the publication 
only three days in a week.      

Rev. Fr James Alakkuzhiyil OCD
(Director)

Carmel International 
Publishing House, Tvm

Our buildings in Ernakulum are rented out mainly for educational 
institutions, offi ces and other businesses establishments. For the effi cient administration of 
our buildings, an advisory board is constituted of fi ve members of our province. Our Rev. 
Fr Provincial is the Chairman and ex - offi ceo member of this board. The other members 
of the board  are Fr Mathew  Thekkel  (Councill for  fi nance ), Fr George  Mundaplackal 
( Superior  St. Teresa’s  Monastery  (Fr Jacob Vadakkel (Provincial Procurator), Fr Joseph  
Arackal (Manager).This advisory board assist the manager of the buildings especially in 
major decision making. The daily administration of the building is entrusted solely to the 
manager of the building. The fi rst meeting of the advisory board meeting was held on 16 

November 2020 at Lisieux centre Muvattupuzha and 
the second meeting was held on 19 January 2021 at St 
Teresa’s Monastery, Ernakulum.  In general, our tenants 
are keeping earnestness in their dealings and co operating 
with the management. However, unfortunately, Covid 
19 has affected all of them adversely. Therefore, both 
the tenets and the management have to deal with some 
serious challenges. Therefore, I request your prayers 
for all of us and for the future of our transactions in the 
buildings affairs. I also thank Rev. Fr Thomas Tharappel, 
the former manager and all other previous managers and 
staff of the buildings for the services.

Rev. Fr Joseph Arackal OCD
(Manager)

Carmel Buildings, Carmel Centre 
& San Juan Towers, Ernakulam
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Carmel Towers is a commercial concern of Malabar Province. The construction of this 
commercial building was completed in 2011. It took a little more time to be open for the 
public on rental basis due to some legal complications. Even though it was designed as a 
business Mall, in the course of time it evolved to be a hub for several offi ces. At present 
regional offi ces of many banks, Insurance companies, Government Offi ces, Semi Government 
establishments, educational institutions and Travel Agencies are functioning from here. 
Carmel Towers is not only known among the localities but also among people who live 
in far off places mainly because of the Regional Passport Offi ce installed in this building. 
Carmel Towers has a total plinth area of 5,200. Sq. Meters. Prior to Covid - 19 Pandemic, it 
was one of the busiest places in Trivandrum. But due to Covid-19, many of the shops and 
offi ces are being closed up and some others are in the process of quitting the premises. 
Several other tenants like travel agencies, educational institutions, cafeterias, canteen, etc., 
are either closed or continuing without paying the rent. Some of the tenants are pressuring 
us to reduce the rent as the rate of rent in the locality has come down a lot. The fact that 
of many newly built commercial buildings are vacant and cheaply available in the heart 
of Trivandrum City is a great challenge for us. Hence, the income from Carmel Towers 
has reduced to a considerable level. To overcome the situation we are trying our best by 
discussing the situation in the Advisory Board of Carmel Towers and taking suitable and 
crucial decisions to overcome the present crisis. Let us pray and hope for a better future, 
trusting in His providance.

Rev. Fr Jacob Vadakkel OCD
(Manager)

Carmel Tower and St Joseph 
Press Building, Tvm

The income from the convention centre in Trivandrum is practically nil because no 
programmes are taking place and even the programmes which were booked in advance are 
being cancelled.

Rev. Fr Augustine Puthiyedathuchalil OCD
(Manager)

Mount Carmel  
Convention Centre, Tvm
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Carmel Centre Peravoor is functioning well. The effects of Corona affected the business of 
the tenants but it is not much affected us. All the tenants are still continuing and nobody 
wants to vacate. We also helped the tenants with some concessions in the rent to help them 
to withstand the present situation of crisis. 

    Rev. Fr Mathew Thakadiyel OCD 
(Manager)

Carmel Centre, Peravoor

Rev. Fr Thomas Vadakkedath OCD who was the director of ‘Nirjhari is transferred to 
Sanjuan Ashram, Potta. Fr Thomas Valliyampoykayil OCD is the new director and Fr Joseph 
Thekkeparavelil OCD is the assistant Director. Due to Covid pandemic no programmes are 
conducted in ‘Nirjhari’ at present. Let us hope that, the situation will change and ‘Nirjhari’ 
also could switch back to the normal routine. 

Rev. Fr Thomas Valliyampoykayil OCD
(Director)

Nirjhari Conference Centre
Bangalore

It is appreciated that Benziger Home 
stands out as a visible sign of love and 
service towards the needy in the midst of 
pandemic and fi nancial struggle through 
our collaboration with RCC. Even in 
pandemic, there are almost thousand 
of poor persons including bystanders 
become benefi ciaries of Benziger Home 
every month. Hence, there are webinars 
and online guidelines are conducted 

Benziger Home, Tvm
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every month for conscientising people about the impact, causes and remedies of chronic 
illness. There is a blood-donation helpline group initiated recently to help those people 
come over to RCC. There were a few days of break in the centre of daily program in the 
month of June due covid-19. This is information to all our members in the province to direct 
those poor people affected by cancer to RCC and Benziger Home. 

Rev. Fr Joseph Chakalakudiyil OCD
(Director)

The Malabar Province OCD has started another social project in Bangalore through, 
Treatment Rehabilitation and Education of Drug Abuse (TREDA). This centre is one of the 
best De – Addiction centres in Bangalore. It was founded by Sr. Lilly Chunkapura MMS 
on 17th August 1993. The TREDA has grown into a well known institution and it  has a 
strong dedicated team consists of Psychiatrists, Physicians, counsellors, social workers , 
administrative staff and nurses. TREDA treatment programme makes use of counselling, 
Psychotherapy, education classes, yoga, meditation, prayer, recreation, group dynamics 
and a weekly meeting in different villages. TREDA has extension programme at KGF in 
Kolar District where it continues to focus on community development, empowerment of 
women, children, youth leadership, awareness classes on HIV/AIDS, Drug addiction, de 
addiction, medical camps etc. Krupanidhi College and many MSW colleges are sending 
students for orientation classes, fi eld placement and internship. After 28 years of service 
for the poor  in TREDA and due to old age diffi culty, Sr Lilly Chunkapura  has decided to 
hand over  TREDA to the OCD fathers. As per the request of Sr Lilly Chunkapura MMS, the 

TREDA - De- Addiction & 
Counselling Centre, Bangalore
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The Covid-19 pandemic has very seriously affected the business of the Carmel book stall 
TVM. Our book stall remained closed for several weeks due to Covid restrictions. We didn’t 
have much business during the X’ mas season as we had in the previous years. These days 
we are open on alternative days. Somehow we manage our establishment charges like 
electricity charge, salary of staffs, phone bill, building rent etc.

Rev. Fr Augustine Puthiyedathuchalil OCD
(Manager)

Carmel Books Stall, Tvm

founding Director of TREDA, the provincial council approved the proposal to run TREDA 
as a social project of the province and the Governing Body of TREDA has been reconstituted 
with the following member as President, Vice President and Executive Director: Fr Francis 
Chittuparambil OCD (President) Fr George Vettikuzhiyil OCD (Vice President) Fr Mathew 
Kuzhinjalil OCD (Executive Director). The offi cial handing over ceremony of TREDA will 
take place on 1st November 2021. 

Rev. Fr Mathew Kuzhinjalil OCD
(Executive Director)

Monte Carmelo Book Stall is functioning well. 
Corona and Lock down restrictions have not much 
affected the day today running of the book stall. All 
the shops in Peravoor Panchayath are open for the 
last one month since the TPR is less than fi ve always. 
Main attraction of our Book Stall is the varieties of 
Statues and Frames. More than twenty fi ve Parishes 
and Religious institutions are benefi ting from us. 
The business of the book stall is improving gradually 
after few advertisements. 

    Rev. Fr Mathew Thakadiyel OCD
(Manager)

  Monte Carmelo Book Stall
Peravoor 
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Healthcare: As Second Covid wave overwhelmed the healthcare infrastructure, we formed a 
doctor’s team to guide and support our frontline warriors who visited houses and provided 
food, medicine and psychosocial support. Mount Carmel Church organized various 
vaccination drives to support poorer families. Our Covid team led by Fr Peter Thachethu 
OCD and Sr Hanna Therese CSN coordinated the fi eldwork activities by providing essential 
materials, medical care and so on. Dr Mary Susan inspired us through her relentless 
availability in the Covid RRT team. We provided medical and fi nancial aid to 50 patients 
and Prithurvedi provided all the fi nance.

New Academic Year 2021-2022: The New Academic year of the Sunday school was 
inaugurated by Fr Francis Kizhakemyalil OCD in the presence of Head master Renith      John 
and Director Fr Peter Thachethu OCD. 

Patron’s Day Celebration: Our Assistant Parish Vicar Rev. Fr Peter Thanchethu OCD 
celebrated his patron’s day on June 29. Parish arranged celebrations of the day and greeted 
him with prayerful wishes.  

Family Prayer Meetings: We organized Family prayer meetings in June via Zoom and all 
the unit members participated virtually and spiritually. 

Free Vaccine: Our Church in association 
with an NGO organized on 6th July a free 
vaccination for BPL families. This was a great 
benefi t for many people in this diffi cult time.

Parents Meetings: The catechism department 
organized parents meeting virtually and all 
the parents participated and appreciated the 
faith formation activities of our parish.

First Holy Communion: We organized 
the fi rst holy communion of our students 
following the Covid protocols.

Grandparents and Elders Day: Mount 
Carmel Parish celebrated Grandparents day 
on 25th July via Zoom. All our Grand parents 
in the parish were honored and appreciated 
for their Service to the society. Fr Francis 
Kizhakemyalil OCD, inaugurated the event 
and appreciated their hard work and selfl ess 
service for the parish in the past years.

Mount Carmel Church
Bangalore

19 Promoting Communion
through Communication



Visit to the Charity Home: The new venture of Mount Carmel church named Carmel Mercy 
Home comes to it’s fi nal touch up. Fr Provincial and the Vicar of Mount Carmel Parish made 
an offi cial visit to the building for assessing its present development.  

   Rev. Fr Francis Kizhakemyalil OCD
(Parish Vicar)

About 200 families and 550 parishners are the strength of parish now. 
Because of Covid-19 and of its regulations, participation in liturgical 
services is very less. On ordinary days about 15 people and on Sundays 
about 30-35 people are participating. We are waiting for the permission 
for the new church building. Proposed plan is shown here. 

Rev. Fr Paulose Vazhakala OCD
Parish Vicar

Mary Rani Church
Mudavanmughal

Felicitation and farewell to Rev.Fr Thomas Vadakkedom OCD, who was the founder and 
the First Parish Priest of Velankanni Church Muthanalloor, was held in the Church with a 
small gathering, strictly following Covid protocol. On the same day Parishners welcomed 

  Velankanni Matha Church 
Muthanalloor
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Fr Thomas Valliyampoykayil OCD, the 
New Vicar. Daily Mass is offered in the 
Church. Even in this Covid pandemic, the 
Church is blessed with the presence of a 
great number of people.

Rev. Fr. Thomas Valliyampoykayil OCD
(Parish Vicar)

The St Joseph’s Church has 120 families. The parish community bid adieu to Rev. Fr Thomas 
Vadakkedath OCD on May 2nd and Rev. Fr Joseph Thekkeparavelil OCD was welcomed as 
new vicar. Though there were restrictions of Covid-19, at present of this pandemic situation, 
we have permission for administrating regular liturgy and have regular participation of 
people in the liturgy as the blessing. 
    Rev. Fr Joseph Thekkeparavelil OCD

Parish Vicar

St Joseph’s Church
Sarjapura

Our Monasteries

Feast of Fr Provincial and Frs Jacob Vadakkel 
OCD, James Alakkuzhiyil OCD: The Feast of Rev. 
Fr Provincial, Frs Jacob Vadakkel OCD and James 
Alakkuzhiyil OCD was celebrated jointly in a colourful 
manner. Due to Covid restrictions there was no 
participation from outside but our friars from various 
communities participated in it. Thanks you dear fathers.
Covid Positive: some of our community members 
namely Frs Provincial,  Mathew Thekkel OCD, James 
Alakkuzhiyil OCD, Augustine Puthiyedathuchalil OCD, 
Thomas Areeckal OCD, Br Sebastian Vettikuzhakunnel 
OCD became Covid positive. Frs Mathew Thekkel OCD 
and Alakkuzhiyil OCD were admitted in the hospital. 
By God’s grace all of them are getting cured of their 

Mount Carmel Provincial 
House, Tvm
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situation. And all the friars in the community are vaccinated at least for the fi rst dose. 
Farewell and Welcome: Rev Fr Antony Perumpallykunnel OCD the former provincial 
secretary of our province is transferred to Mount Carmel Ashram Peravoor in the month 
of July. We remember his services to our community gratefully and wish all the best to his 
future mission. We welcomed the new provincial secretary Fr Thomas Areeckal OCD to our 
community and he joined to our community in the month of July. Dear Father, best wishes 
to you. 
Quarantine Days: Rev. Frs Mathew Manthottathil OCD, John Vettamthadathil OCD and 
Antony Areechalil OCD who returned from Germany spend their quarantine days in our 
Provincial House.

New Academic Year 2021-2022: In spite of the menace caused by pandemic Covid-19, we 
could commence the new Academic Year on 14th June, 2021 offi cially. The day our New 
Academic Year was inaugurated and classes resumed on the same day for all four batches. 
We are having classes on a regular basis.
First Years: The fi rst year of theology batch, consist of 9 students comprising of 4 OCD 
brothers and 5 sisters. We extend a warm welcome to our fi rst years, and wish them all the 
best for their endeavours at Carmelaram Theology College. 
Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel: Despite the impact of Covid-19, we had a limited 
but colourful celebration of the Solemnity of Our Lady of Mt Carmel. This Solemnity also 
being the College Day, we celebrated it with Triduum and other festivities. The 
gracious presence of the Provincials of Malabar and Delhi Provinces Very Rev. Fr Jacob 
Ettumanookaran OCD and Very Rev. Fr Thomas Marottiparayil OCD added grandeur to 
our celebrations.
Solemn Profession: Doubling the 
joy of the feast of our Lady of Mount 
Carmel, on the very same day 10 of our 
brothers made their Solemn Profession. 
The Solemn Profession which had to be 
postponed due to Covid 19, fi nally had a 
more opportune day to make a life’s fi nal 
surrender. While congratulating them on 
their fi nal commitment, we wish them 
all the best in their life at Carmel. 
Diaconate and Minor Orders: Our celebrations extended to the following day because on 
17th July, 2021 Bro. Thomas Mundattuchundayil OCD and Bro. Alex Kalariparmabil OCD 
were ordained deacons and 21 Brothers were conferred Minor Orders by His Excellency 
Mar Sebastian Adayantharath, the Bishop of Mandya Syro-Malabar diocese. Hearty 

  Carmelaram Theology College 
Carmelaram 
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congratulations and best wishes to our two new deacons and to other brothers who were 
conferred the minor orders. 

Inauguration of St Thomas Academy: 
Albeit of our hectic time schedule, on 20th 
July, 2021, Rev. Fr Jacob Ettumanookaran 
OCD, the Provincial of Malabar Province 
inaugurated St Thomas Aquinas Academy 
for the year 2021-2022. In his inaugural 
address, Fr Provincial inspired and 
encouraged the students to engage in 
extracurricular activities that will both enhance the academic atmosphere and will contribute 
to the human and cultural formation of the future priests and missionaries. He also exhorted 
the members of the academy to make use of the opportunities that come on their way and 
to toil hard to achieve one’s goal. 

Academic Year 2021-2022: Six brothers from Ranchi Delegation arrived from Dehradun at 
Carmel Hill on 4th June to begin their philosophical studies.  And six of our brothers after 
their Post Novitiate at Kalady, arrived here on 10th June. After their quarantine, Fr Mathew 
Thekkel OCD, the Councillor in charge of Finance of our Province, offi cially inaugurated 

Carmel Hill Philosophy College 
Trivandrum, Tvm  
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the Academic Year of 2021-22 on Sunday, June 20, with a solemn Eucharistic celebration and 
an inspiring homily. The present strength of our philosophy college is thirty-nine. 
Regency: Brothers, Shishir Minj, Ajay Tete and Ajith Kujur left for Ranchi for their regency 
on 29th May 2021. And the other Brothers, Chacko Moolekattil, George Parackal, and 
Sebastian Edamalakunnel left for Ernakulam, Koombara and Peravoor respectively on 
5th June, and Brothers, James Tharappel, Joseph Muttathu, Jestin Maruthummoottil and 
Mathew Kanivelil left for Muvattupuzha, Ettumanoor, Kalady and Sengulam respectively 
on 6th June, for their regency.  
The Little Flower Pious Union: The Catechism year of 2021-22 of the Little Flower Pious 
Union under the patronage of Carmel Hill Monastery was offi cially inaugurated by Fr Prior 
through live YouTube streaming on 4th June. Brothers began online classes for the catechism 
students through Google meet. 
Church & Liturgy: After the lockdown, our Church in Carmel Hill, Trivandrum, was re- 
opened for the faithful on 23rd June. There are seven Holy Masses on week days and 10 
Masses on Sundays.  Keeping with the rules and regulations of Covid-19 people actively 
with eager desire and zeal participate in the Holy Mass and approach the Sacrament of 
Penance. 
Combined Monthly Recollection: There was a combined monthly recollection for the 
members of the Carmel Hill Monastery and Mount Carmel Provincial House.
The Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel: The Novena in preparation for the feast of our 
Lady of Mount Carmel began with hoisting of the fl ag followed by the Eucharistic celebration 
presided over by Rev. Fr Prior on 9th July. Each day’s program consisted of Holy Rosary, 
Benediction of Holy Eucharist, and Solemn 
Holy Mass with homily. For the convenience 
of the people and for better participation 
we had four Masses in the evening besides 
the two in the morning. The fi rst six days 
Novena and preaching was conducted by 
our Fathers. The Triduum began with Holy 
Eucharistic Celebration by Very Rev. Msgr 
Dr Nicholas Tarcisius, Vicar of Palayam 
Cathedral, on 15th July. The second day of 
the Triduum, 16th July, the Holy Eucharistic celebration was in Syro-Malankara Rite presided 
over by His excellency, Thomas Mar Eusebius, Bishop of Parasala. Being the feast day, the 
morning Holy Mass was offered by Rev. Fr Dr Kurian Alumkal OCD, Delegate Provincial of 
the Secular Carmel. And six new members of Secular Carmel made their religious Profession 
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during the Mass. Saturday the last day of Triduum was blessed with 13 hours of Eucharistic 
Adoration which was streamed live through YouTube. The Eucharistic celebration in Syro-
Malabar rite was presided over by his Excellency Mar Thomas Tharayil, Auxiliary Bishop 
of Changanasserry, which was followed by the procession inside the Church carrying the 
statue of our Lady of Mount Carmel. Sunday, the last day of the feast, the concelebrated 
Solemn sung Mass was presided over by Fr. Joseph Chakkalakkudiyil OCD and inspiring 
festal message was delivered by Fr. Augustine Puthiyedathucahlil OCD. The Holy mass 
was followed by the Eucharistic procession presided over by his grace, Most Rev. Dr. 
SoosaPakiam, Archbishop of Trivandrum. 
Feast of Fr Master and Frs Antony Munjanattu OCD, Antony Perumpallikunnel 
OCD: The Patron’s Day of Fr Antony Attuthundiyil OCD, Vice-Rector and Master of 
Students, Fr Antony Munjanattu OCD, the Procurator of Carmel Hill Monastery, and 
Fr Antony Perumpallikkunnel OCD was solemnly celebrated on Monday, 14th June. On 
Sunday 13th evening the feast wishing with high tea was followed by matches of different 
games.  Concelebrated solemn Holy Mass was presided over by Fr Master, and Fr Antony 
Mujnanattu OCD preached the homily.  There was a wonderful Cultural Night presented 
by our Brothers. 
Rector’s Day: The feast celebration of Fr Prior, 
Fr Paulose OCD and Br Peter Kerketta OCD 
began with feast wishing and high-tea on June 
28th evening followed by games. A thrilling 
Cultural Night was presented by our Philosophy 
Students, and a wonderful magical performance 
was conducted by Fr. Zacharias Kariyilakulam 
OCD in honor of the Feasterians. On 29th June, the 
Feast Day, the Solemn Concelebrated Holy Mass 
was presided over by Fr Peter Chakiath OCD, our rector, in the church. Evening garden 
party along with the provincial community marked the high point of the feast celebration. 

Feast of Fr Kurian Alumkal OCD: Feast of Fr Kurian, the Delegate Provincial of the Secular 
Carmel, was celebrated on Sunday 8th August.  The concelebrated Holy Mass was presided 
over by Fr Kurian.  At 3.00 pm there was special Festal Holy Mass arranged by the Secular 
Carmel which was followed by a reception and festal greetings with high-tea offered by the 
Secular Carmel. 
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B.A. Final Exam: Seven of our Regents arrived on 31st July for their 3rd year B. A. examinations 
scheduled for 5th August to 6th September.
Webinar of the Major Seminary Rectors and Major Superiors: A webinar of the Major 
Seminary Rectors and Major Superiors was conducted under the auspicious Syro-Malabar 
hierarchy on July 27, 2021.  The webinar was meant for evaluating the formation imparted 
in the Major Seminaries of the religious under the Syro-Malabar jurisdiction.  His Beatitude 
Cardinal George Alencherry and four Bishops and eight Major Superiors and Rectors of 
twelve Major Seminaries participated in the webinar.  From our Province Fr Provincial, Fr 
Francis Chittuparambil OCD and Fr Peter Chakiath OCD participated in the webinar. 
Covid-19 Vaccination: In Carmel Hill Community, all except one of the Fathers and one of 
the brothers got the fi rst doze of Covid-19 vaccination.  Some of the fathers got both dozes 
of vaccine. 

Leaving the Boat, They Sailed to 
Trivandrum: Our six professed 
bothers left to Trivandrum for the 
philosophy studies on 10th May. 
Thank you dear brothers for your 
selfl ess service to the community and 
for being exemplary novices. Our 
professed brothers made a beautiful 
Payu Vanchi - Sailors Boat and placed 
in the central garden of our novitiate 
to crown the beauty of our lady ‘Star 
of the Sea’ from a old dilapidated  boat 
that was excavated from the Periyyar 
River. Congratulations dear brothers.
Thapas in Rajagiri: Fr Thomas 
Muzhuthettu OCD made seventy two 
hours of fast as a part to medical checkup in Rajagiri Hospital.
Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel: Feast of Carmel was celebrated with all the festivity 
but without any public. Solemn sung mass and procession added colour to the celebrations.
I brought you to Carmel to Enjoy Its Fruits: This year too we enjoyed the plentifulness of 
Carmel.  This year though there were many loss in our garden, we had plenty of fruits, like 
mangos, Rambutan, Mangosteen , Passion fruits, Papaya, Jack fruits, Mullan Chakka, etc.  
Left for Good: One of our novices Bikku Joseph Kayipananikkal from Ellakkal parish left 
the novitiate on fi fth July.

Carmel Ashram, Kalady
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Feast of St Thomas: The community celebrated 
the Patron’s Day of Fr Thomas Areeckal OCD 
and Fr Paul Thannippily OCD together on 3rd 

July. 
Hearty Welcome to New Director: Fr Joseph 
Illikkal OCD, new director to postulants, joined 
our community on 5th July 2021. We welcomed 
him wholeheartedly. He took charge on 9th July 
2021. Best Wishes to you, dear Fr Joseph Illikkal 
OCD. 
Retreat for Postulants: Fr Joseph Thekkum-
atathil OCD preached a Five days retreat to our 
Postulants. Thank you Fr Joseph Thekkumatathil 
OCD. 
Inauguration of New Academic Year: The 
New Academic Year started with a Eucharistic 
Celebration on 10th July. Postulants begun their 
regular study programme on 12th July onwards. 
Best wishes dear Brothers. 
Feast of Fr Benedict: The community celebrated 
the Feast of Rev. Fr Benedict Pulickattil OCD on 
11th July 2021. 
Farewell: The community arranged a send 
off dinner in honour of Fr Thomas Areeckal 
OCD, who served our community as Director 
of Postulants for the last three years. The 
community thankfully acknowledged the 
selfl ess and magnifi cent service he had done to 
the community. Thank you dear Fr Thomas Areeckal OCD and Best Wishes for your new 
responsibility.

Cherupushpa Ashram, Ettumanoor

Seek in reading and you will find in meditation;
knock in prayer and it will be opened to you in contemplation.

St John of the Cross
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Welcome to the New Member: We are happy to receive our new member Bro. Sebastian 
Edamanakunnel. We wish him very joyful and fruitful Regency.
Patron’s Day: We celebrated the patron’s day of Fr Antony Puzhakara OCD and Fr Thomas 
Tharappel OCD on 13th June and 3rd July respectively. 
Covid Protocol: Every day, in our Monastery Church, we celebrate the Holy mass for the 
public, observing the Covid protocol.
Mount Carmel Day: To celebrate the feast of Our Blessed Mother, our community prayed 
Novena for nine days starting from 7th July onwards. For the public Novena begun on 9th 

July. Mount Carmel Day was celebrated in solemn way on 16th July. We arranged a special 
Holy Mass for the members of Secular Carmel and after the Holy Mass high tea was served 
for them.

St Teresa’s Monastery, Ernakulam 

Vocation Camp: Due to the covid pandemic, this 
year we have conducted our vocation camp here in 
Avilagiri Ashram, Koombara with twelve brothers 
from June 11 to 24. Fr Thomas Kaduthanam OCD 
(vocation Director), Fr Thomas Mannaparambil OCD, 
and Fr Mathew Valiaparambil OCD guided the camp. 
Among the candidates, six of them were selected for 
our initial course. 
Our New Aspirants: Be happy and let us thank God 
so that we have at least six aspirants in this particular 
situation of lockdown. Let us congratulate the 
vocation Director and the team for their hard work. 
Our one-year Aspirancy Course was offi cially begun 
on 25th June with a prayer service.
Inauguration of St Therese of Lisieux’s Academy: 
The 39th St Theresa of Lisieux academy was offi cially 
inaugurated by Fr Provincial on 30th of June.  In his 
inaugural address Fr Provincial emphasized the 

  
Avilagiri Ashram, Koombara
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importance of formation and 
the role of community in the 
process of formation. The 
entire community attended 
the function. 
New Regent: After a break of 
one year, we have a new regent, 
Bro. George Parackal OCD. 
He joined our community on 
6th June. We are sure that his 
presence will be a great help 
for the community as well 
as for our aspirants. Hearty 
welcome dear Brother.
Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel: We, the community of Avilagiri Ashram with 
full of joy and gratitude celebrated the solemnity of our Lady of Mount Carmel in a simple, 
traditional, and devotional way. We had nine days novena and three days of Triduum in 
preparation for the feast of our Holy Mother and Sister. On the day of solemnity (16th July) 
Fr Superior together with all the community members celebrated solemn high mass with 
choir. At the end of the mass, scapulars are blessed and distributed to the faithful. Due to 
Covid-19 restrictions, we could not organize feast celebrations together with our third-order 
brothers and sisters. But we remembered them and prayed for them during the Holy Mass.
We are Vaccinated: We are very happy to share with you our joy that we are all vaccinated. 
Fr. Superior, Fr Joseph Panamthangy OCD and Fr George Chottupuram OCD have received 
the fi rst and second dose of Vaccination, and Fr Director, Fr Paul Thekkanath OCD and 
Br Regent have received the fi rst dose. We bow our heads before God with thanks for the 
kind of protection that He bestowed on us so that we have not been affected by the Corona 
Virus.

Hands are Extended for Service: During the month of June, Fr. Superior has preached two 
online retreats to two different religious congregations. In the last week of June, Fr Mathew 
Vekathanam OCD has gone to Bangalore to take classes for the theology students there.
Patron’s Day: In July we had the occasion to celebrate the patron’s day of our dear Fr. 
Thomas Maniakkunnel OCD on 3rd July. Our celebrations were begun with the solemn 
concelebrated Holy Mass and ended with festal gathering.
Feast of Our Lady: With special reverence and devotion we celebrated the Solemnity of 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel. We had the novena prayers and on 16th July we had a solemn 
Eucharistic Celebration too.

Avila Dhyanasram, Sengulam

29 Promoting Communion
through Communication



Pandemic Locks, We Open: As the number of 
Covid patients increase at the locality of Peravoor, 
we whole heartedly gave the ground fl oor of our 
Mount Carmel Spirituality Centre as the Covid 
First Line Treatment Centre at the request of 
Peravoor Panchayath and Taluk hospital.  
Renovation of Church: The interior part of our 
monastery church was painted and renovated 
during lock down days with an amount donated 
by one of our benefactors.
New Member: Fr Mathew Manthottathil OCD 
joined as our community member on 1st June.
New Regent: Bro. Chacko Moolekattil OCD joined 
as our new regent on 7th July.
Pre-Novitiate: As our brothers couldn’t go to 
Ranchi due to the spread of corona, this year too 
we have Pre-Novitiate course at Peravoor with 
8 brothers. Rev. Fr Provincial inaugurated the 
Academic year on 1st July.
St Thomas Day: We celebrated the feast of our 
Superior, Rev. Fr Thomas Kuzhiyalil on 3rd July 
together with our Forane Vicar, Rev. Fr Thomas 
Kochukarott and Assistant Vicars in our monastery.
Farewell: After eight months of praise worthy 
service in our community as bursar, Fr Joseph 
Illikkal OCD was transferred to Cherupushpa Ashram, Ettumanoor as director of students. 
Best wishes dear father.

Mount Carmel Ashram, Peravoor

St Thomas Day: Community celebrated St Thomas day in colourful manner. Since the 
day was the patron’s day of Rev. Fr Thomas Kulathinal OCD our superior, the joy was 

  
Pushpagiri Ashram, Panamaram

30 Promoting Communion
through Communication



doubled and added more colour to 
the celebrations.    
Feast Day of St James: Our 
community celebrated the patron’s 
day of our member Rev. Fr James 
Anatharackal OCD. Dear Father we 
pray for you and wish you all the 
blessings. 
New Vehicle: Our community 
purchased a new vehicle ‘Tata 
Tiago’ to maintain the daily needs of the community. 
Adding another Colourful Year: We are thankful to God for adding another colourful year 
to our life. Community celebrated the birthdays of Fr Thomas Kulathinal OCD and Fr James 
Anatharackal OCD.

Days of Curing: Rev Fr Cherian Athalathil OCD was admitted in Rajagiri hospital, Aluva 
for a week treatment and Fr Mathew Azhakath (Jn) was with him as the by- stander. Now 
Fr Cherian is back home and getting well. The whole community is so thankful to dear 
Fr Mathew Azhakath (Jn) for what he did. Thank you dear father. 
Holding Hand with Great Missionary: Fr Mathew Varikkamthottiyil OCD, our guest from 
Ranchi mission, stayed a week at San Joe Ashram due to the treatment at St James hospital, 
Chalakkudy. 
Welcome to our New Member: San Joe Ashram has got a new member, Rev. Fr Thomas 
Vadakkedam OCD. He joined our community after long years of admirable service in 
Carmelaram Parish. Most welcome dear father. 
Precaution is Better than Cure: Two of our fathers, Fr Ignatius Ampat OCD and Fr Thomas 
Vadakkedam OCD, are now fully vaccinated, rest of the members are still waiting for their 
turn. 
Patron’s Day: We celebrated the patron’s day of our dear Rev. Fr Thomas Vadakedam OCD 
on the 3rd of July. Festal Greetings and prayerful wishes to you dear father. 

San Joe Ashram, Potta

Patron’s Day Celebrations: Rev. Frs Justin Avanooparamabil OCD, Norbert Vazhayil OCD 
and Thomas Kappalumackal OCD celebrated their patron’s day respectively on June 1st, 

  
Mount Carmel Ashram, Pala
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Fraternal Visits: Rev. Frs Thomas Kulathinal OCD, Sebatian Areechalil OCD, James 
Anatharackal OCD, Kurian Irupuzhickal OCD, Antony Perumpallykunnel OCD, and 
Mathew Manthottathil OCD made a fraternal visit to our community.
Mission of Vocation: Rev. Fr Thomas Mannaparambil OCD ,Vocation promoter conducted 
ten days camp for our fi rst year Aspirants at Avilagiri Ashram, Koombara together with 
Rev. Fr Thomas Kaduthanam OCD ,Vocation Director of the Province. 
Pastoral Ministries: Rev. Fr Superior, Joseph 
Palatty OCD gave refl ection talk for the 
Fathers of Thomapuram Forane of Arch 
Diocese of Thalassery in connection with 
their monthly recollection.
Patron’s Day: The community celebrated 
the feast of Rev. Fr Thomas Mannaparambil 
OCD on July 3rd with Holy Mass at 6.30 am. 

San Juan Ashram, Mandapam 

June 6th and July 3rd.  
Pastoral Ministries: During this pandemic situation Fr Thomas Kappalumakkal OCD 
preached retreat for St Martha’s Sister, Pala; SH Sisters, Pala; SABS Sisters, Pala; DSHJ Sisters, 
Kudamaloor; SABS Novices Nadukani. And Fr Justin Avanooparambil OCD took classes at 
Lisieux Center Muvattupuzha for Religious Sisters in their one-month refresher course and 
six months Diploma Course. Though Our Ashram Chapel was closed for the public due to 
growing spread of Covid-19, our Fathers (after taking all precautions) were very much engaged 
in pastoral ministries to nearby Religious Institutions and Bishop’s House by conducting 
Monthly Recollections, Seminars, Spiritual Directions and hearing Confessions etc.
Covid Vaccination: Frs Norbert Vazhayil OCD, Justin Avanooparambil OCD, and Br 
Rockey Pallikara OCD are vaccinated by Covishield from Marian Medical Center Pala and 
Fr Thomas Kappalumakkal is partially vaccinated from Health center Poonjar.
The Venerable Provincial Council: On the 5th July, 2021, The Venerable Provincial Council 
was held in our Ashram to discuss about the interrupted Construction of our Monastery 
Chapel. Fr Augustine Kizhakkayil OCD, the responsible person for the construction work 
of the Chapel and Fr Thomas Kappalumakkal OCD, Superior of the Mount Carmel Ashram 
were called in to the Council meeting. We are prayerfully and hopefully waiting to resume 
the interrupted work of our new Chapel.
The Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel: Due to Covid - 19 restrictions we had no 
solemn celebrations. We had Concelebrated Mass attended by few people and Scapular was 
blessed and distributed to them at the end of the Mass.
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We gifted a festal gift to him. Sweets and cakes were 
distributed to the faithful and badminton players as part 
of St Thomas day celebration. We also invited Rev. Fr 
Thomas Kizharathil, our new vicar for the supper at 8.00 
pm.
The Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel: The 
solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel was celebrated 
with a great devotion. Rev. Fr Sebastian Areechalil 
OCD, Vicar of Choorapadavu Parish Church was main 
celebrant for the Eucharistic celebration at 6.30 am and he also preached a homily during 
Holy Mass. Holy scapulars and sweets were distributed for the attendees of the Mass. 
Community at Work: The community planted more than 500 hundred banana trees & 
tapioca at the period of covid-19 lock down besides two small temporary fi sh pond.
Fit for Fight: Rev. Fr Victor is ever ready to fi ght against Corona Virus by receiving two 
doses Covid shield vaccinations.

A New Mission: Fr Mathew Vadakkeparakunnel OCD is taken a new mission as the Novice 
Master of a congregation, MSTC. He is at Manalikkara, Kottapuram diocese. Congratulations 
and prayerful wishes for the success of his new venture.
Feast of Our Lady: Mount Carmel Feast was celebrated with festivity according to the 
Covid-19 protocol. Br Joseph Adappoor OCD delivered nine days sermon for the Novena 
to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Congratulations to our beloved Brother Joseph Adappoor 
OCD. 
With the Nature: Fr Joseph Vathalloor OCD went to Erattayar, Kattapana for the nature 
cure treatment for two weeks.

Carmelgiri Ashram, Ranny
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Pandemic and Covid Restrictions: We haven’t had many Covid-19 cases here in Townsville 
and so in fact we have not experienced any hard lock downs here. Even though the 
restrictions regarding physical distancing, hand sanitizing and mandatory signing in are 
in place still life moves pretty much the same. Only that even inter-state travels are risky as 
the borders can be closed at any time if there are just a few cases. Church services and other 
celebrations like marriage and funeral are not very much affected by the Covid restrictions. 
We are immensely grateful to the Lord for this great freedom we enjoy now.
Spirituality and Mission: Fr Kuriakose Kunnel OCD attended the Xavier School of Missions 
at Holy Spirit Seminary, Brisbane along with 5 other priests and 12 lay people for the Diocese 
of Townsville. It was a one week programme aimed at learning about the spirituality 
needed to be a mission oriented church/parish in Townsville. This is a programme which 
will continue for a few years.
Syro Malabar Wedding in Townsville: Fr John Kunnathumadappallil OCD blessed the First 
ever Syro-Malabar marriage on July 24 at Holy Spirit Parish where he is the parish priest. Fr 
Kuriakose Kunnel OCD and a few other priests working in the Diocese of Townsville joined 
the celebration. The family was unable to have the marriage conducted in Kerala because of 
the pandemic and so decided to have it here in Townsville. Congratulations and Best wishes 
to the newly married couple, Angel Thomachan Theethai and Albin Albert Ponoor.
Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel: This year our community decided to have 
no external celebration for the Solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel as most of the 
communities in Kerala were unable to have any celebration due to the pandemic. However, 
we invited the four retired priests of the diocese for a dinner.

Mount Carmel Monastery
Townsville

Hand in Hand with Development: For the widening of Kozhikode to Wayanad road -from 
the present two to four lane- we are ceding a small portion of our approach road.
Professor in Action: Fr Superior, Rev. Fr Sunny Vadakkedath OCD has gone to Carmelaram 
Theology College, Bangalore for the classes in the month of July. 
Fraternal Visit: Rev. Fr Provincial made a fraternal visit to our community on on July 2nd.
Solemnity of Our Lady: We, with nine days novena celebrated the feast of our Lady of 
Mount Carmel on 16th July in a simple way, according to the Covid protocol. After the mass 
we distributed scapulars and sweets to all those who were present.

  Mount Carmel Monastery, 
Malaparamba
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Active Participation of Liturgy: Even during this pandemic situation, here in our monastery 
the liturgical day begins with adoration to the Holy Eucharist at 5:45 am during which 
we recite Chaplet of Mercy and Holy Rosary. Around twenty to thirty people partake in 
Holy Mass and for other liturgical services. In this lock down situation many people are 
requesting to get a chance to attend Holy Mass but we are forced to say no to them. The 
people come for Holy Mass, from far distance early in the morning even in the cold climate, 
will challenge our faith and religious dedication to the Eucharistic Lord. 
Evening Adoration and Eucharistic Celebration: During the 1st lock down, which started 
on 2019 March, we the community started an adoration during our mental prayer for the 
intentions and well being of the people who suffer from the effect of pandemic and various 
other crisis. Slowly some pious people from neighbourhood participated in this adoration 
by the permission of the community. Almost all the churches were closed for long time so 
these people asked to say Holy Mass for them. Hence we started Holy Mass at evening 6.30 
pm followed by adoration. And when government relaxed Covid related restrictions, the 
community too came to the practice of regular Holy Mass and Adoration in the morning 
and evening. 
Blessing of Grottos: Another 
great event that took place in 
our monastery is the blessing of 
grottos. On the 1st May 2021, on the 
feast of St Joseph the Worker, the 
long cherished dream of Rev. Fr 
Augustine Poonoli OCD father in 
charge of  our community and his 
hard work bloomed by the blessing 
of 16 grottoes which is constructed 
around the pond. All the grottoes 
visualize the different and famous 
apparitions of our Blessed Mother. 
The blessing was conducted in 
the presence of limited number 
of faithful by Fr Joseph Thottiyil 
OCD as main celebrant by keeping 
the Covid protocol. There after we 
distributed rosaries and payasam 
as a token of our love towards our 
Lady and to all participants. The 
area where grottoes are constructed is named as ‘AMMATHOTTAM’.

San Juan Ashram, Amayar 
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Patron’s Day: The community celebrated conveniently the patron’s day of Rev. Fr Thomas 
Maniyamkerikalam OCD on July 4th in a minimal way and with minimum number of 
participants.    
Feast of Our Lady: Our Community celebrated the solemnity of Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
in traditional way without losing the real spirit and enthusiasm. 
St Elias, the Patron: We celebrated the feast of St Elias, the patron our monastery on July 20th  
in a colourful way. This was not a great celebration in the sense of invitees. We limited the 
celebration internally by taking positively the sense of pandemic situation. 

Normal Days of Life: The pandemic situation of the society makes the daily life stagnant. 
Our community is also affected by the undercurrent of the society.  We do not encourage 
the daily attendance of the people for the Holy Mass.  The pastoral engagements are also 
very minimal. Once a week, we say Mass at Jyothi Hospital, runs by Sisters of the Destitute. 

Elias Mount Monastery 
Nallathanny

Carmel Sadan, Belthangady

Solemnity of Our Lady: We celebrated the 
feast of our Lady of mount Carmel in a private 
manner because of the covid-19. Since our 
chapel is very small, we don’t encourage the 
public to participate in any liturgical services.
New Seedlings in the Land: We started 
pineapple cultivation in 5 acres of our land 
last year and recently we planted 750 rubber 
seedlings in the same area.

  
St Joseph Monastery, Kurinji 
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Solemnity of Our Lady: In the midst of this diffi cult situation, the community celebrated 
the solemnity of Our Lady in a private manner. We did not make it a great event by inviting 
our well wishers and benefactors.
Ready for the Fight: We are privileged to have the vaccination in time. The community got 
two doses of vaccination in proper time. Thanks to God Almighty.

Safe and Sound in God: Rev. Fr Luke Varickamakkal OCD, the father in charge of the 
Monastery keeps good health in God. Because of the Covid Situation, he does not encourage 
the participation of the people for daily Mass. He could receive two dose of vaccine in time. 
The situations of the time do not demand much pastoral engagements there. 

St Joseph Monastery
Kodenchery

Delhi Province
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We are currently living in uncertain times with the outbreak of 
Covid -19. During times like this, our faith can be challenged.  So 
much has changed in a short period of time. Life in the midst of 
Covid 19 has sparked fear, frustration, and anxiety all around. 
But more than ever our Ranchi delegation focus all our energy on 
defeating the challenges associated with it. Now more than ever, 
we must do the right things and be prepared to take steps beyond 
what we are typically required to do. In the current situation it is 
vital to stay digitally connected. I specially appreciate the initiative 
to connect our communities through Carmelite Messenger.  These 
are extraordinary times that call for creative and imaginative 
responses to serve our communities. I am happy to see that our 
fathers are busy in giving their spiritual and pastoral presence to 
our religious and priests, taking classes and preaching retreats.  
We need to thank God for the relaxation granted to us from the 
pandemic restrictions so that now we are able to move around. 
Our prayer hall at Carmel Nivas Kokar is open for Holy mass 
and faithful started to come both from Syro -Malabar and Latin 
community. Our School at Ormanjhi and Little way Spirituality 
centre also started to function. We are thankful to God Almighty 
for giving us 32 aspirants to our Lisieux Bhavan community in 
Gumla. We remember with utmost gratitude what the Lord has 
done in the life of Ranchi Delegation. It is also a time to move 
forward with confi dence and renewed vision in the context of 
new challenges that is awaiting us in the future…
May God almighty bless us all so that we may continue to be 
source of blessing for all through our life of faith and prayer!

Rev. Fr Kurian Karakkattu OCD

Delegate Provincial 
From the Desk of 

Ranchi Carmelite Delegation
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Our New Members: As God’s providence, Rev. Frs Thomas Kurian OCD and Joseph 
Puthuparambil OCD joined our Ranchi Delegation in the month of April 2021. Fr Joseph 
came to serve as Pre-Novitiate Master in the Delegation. Because of the spread of Covid-19 
the combined pre-novitiate program is cancelled and Fr Joseph went back to the Province. 
Fr Thomas Kurian OCD also went back to Province due to his health reasons.
Arrival of our Regents: Three of our regents Bros Shishir Minj, Ajay Tete, Ajit Kujur arrived 
Ranchi Provincial Delegation on 29th May 2021. They were given a warm welcome to the 
Ranchi Delegation. They went to their respective communities after the quarantine for two 
weeks. 
Progress of the Projects: Even during this pandemic situation special grace of God leads us to 
move forward with certain projects of our delegation. The construction of Velainkanni Matha 
Shrine at Pharsabera is in its progress. Almost Sixty percentage of the work is completed. 
Another project of Mount Carmel Kindergarten at Chunnambhatta is in progress. 

For Ranchi Delegation at Simdega we have organised two camps. First camp only twelve 
attended but in second camp forty boys participated. Since it was a time of locked down all 
schools, colleges and churches, it was really a tough time for us but we didn’t lose heart and 
started to visit door to door and house to house. When we were visiting to the villages even 
in the village people were not ready to speak with us because situation was such. Despite of 
all these challenges we were able to gather a good number of participants. We had formed 
the selection committee and they have done their best, now we are waiting for the results. 
After the camp, on the following day itself we have started to visit the houses of the selected 

Delegation News

Delegation Concerns

Velainkanni Matha Shrine at Simdega Mount Carmel Kindergarten at Chunnambhatta

  
Vocation Promotion
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As per the request of District Administration, our School was asked to become a Shelter 
Home for those who were held up in borders, with an accommodation of 400 people. It 
really worked as a shelter home for migrant labourers. We have accommodated more than 
650 migrant labourers from the day of declaration from various states such as Maharashtra, 
Telangana, Gujarat, Uttrakhand, MP, UP, Delhi, Kerala, Karnataka, etc.  Their needs were 

  
Mount Carmel School, Ormanchi 

ones. We decided to take twenty students as the aspirants in hope and prayer. We expect 
your prayers and support. 

Rev. Fr Anand Kujur OCD
(Vocation Director)

Due to the spread of Covid-19 all the program arranged in our spirituality Centre is cancelled. 
The course framed for the spiritual renewal of the religious is also postponed. The rooms of 
the centre were used to quarantine our fathers, when they were tested Covid positive. We 
hope that the situations for reopening the centre will be established soon. Carmel Publication 
of the delegation also faces the adversities of this pandemic situation and suspended its 
activities for the time being.   
            Rev. Fr Mathew Choorapanthiyil OCD

(Director)

Little Way Spirituality Centre & Carmel 
Publishing House, Kokkar
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met very carefully, given maximum comforts and facilities, and tried our best to make them 
feel relaxed. Our academic formation stepped to digital jungle to face the challenges of 
pandemic situation. But, here the situation is quite different from Kerala where the students 
are mostly from lower middle class family. The families fail to face the digital needs of 
the children. Therefore, we are also in a miserable stage to demand more from them. The 
fi nancial crises of the family force them to take the option of closing the education of their 
children. As a result, we lost a few number of admissions during this pandemic situation. 
Hence, the school management is very careful to ensure the education to maximum number 
of students than to discourage or demand from them more. 

Rev. Fr Mathew Manjaly OCD
(Director)

Due to the spread of Covid-19 we closed the Kindergarten in the month of March 2020. On 
February 2020, we gave away the certifi cates and the tailoring machines to the succesful 
outgoing students of the Tailoring Institute. We restarted the tailoring program in the 
month of February 2021 with Nineteen Students. We are forced to close the program due to 
covid-19 in the month of March 2021 for a second time. Again we restarted the program in 
July 2021. 

Rev. Br Jose Menacherry OCD
(Director)

St Jospeh’s VTC & Social Work

Due to the non availability of the pictures, we could not make many scapulars this year. We 
gave away almost Thirty thousand scapulars of the previous year. 

       Rev. Br Jose Menacherry OCD
(Director)

  
Scapular Apostolate
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Mount Carmel School, Dumka laid its foundation on 2017. And in 2018, the nursery section 
began. Now, we have nursery and LKG sections. But, at present we face complete lock 
down.

Rev. Fr Nirmal Prathap Beck OCD
(Director)

Mount Carmel School, Dumka

Monasteries of Ranchi Delegation

Farewell and Arrival:  Br Atul Xalxo OCD after completing his regency period at Carmel 
Nivas was given farewell and he left for Bangalore for his theological study on 18th of May 
2021. Thank you dear Br Atul for your selfl ess service to Carmel Nivas community.  We 
assure you our prayerful support and 
wish you all the best for your theological 
study there in CTC. On 7th of June 2021, 
we are blessed with a new member Br 
Ajay Tete OCD as a new regent in Carmel 
Nivas. 
Celebration of the Solemnity of our Lady 
of Mount Carmel: The Solemnity of our 
Lady of Mount Carmel was celebrated 
on 16th July 2021. The solemn Holy Mass 
was offi ciated by Rev. Fr Kurian Karakatt 
OCD. Due to the pandemic issues, we 
limited the celebrations in our internal forum. 
Hands of Brotherhood: Our community is thankful to God for the privilege granted by 
God to serve our own brothers in their diffi cult situations. Community wholeheartedly 
welcomed the members who were tested Covid positive and selfl essly joined to serve them 
hand in hand.
Vaccination: At present, we, the whole community received vaccination and ready to fi ght 
against pandemic situations.  
Pastoral Engagements: These days Community slowly inserts into the pastoral 
responsibilities. Even then the engagements are very minimal, due to the pandemic warning.

  Carmel Nivas, Kokkar 

Monasteries of Ranchi Delegation
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Fight against Corona: During this so called 
novel Corona epoch our community was badly 
affected. Three of our fathers were in the catches 
of COVID – 19 including the cook. Now all are 
safe and sound by the grace of Almighty God. 
Solemnity of Our Lady: We celebrated the great 
feast of Carmel in a traditional way with limited 
number of invitees. We shared our joy with our 
neighbourhood religious communities. 
Canonical Pre-Novitiate: This year our 
community was expecting so many young 
and energetic brothers from Kerala and Delhi 
Province for Pre-noviciate course. To take 
care of them a very handsome, intelligent, and 
spiritually advanced priest from Kerala came 
over here but unfortunately he also could not 
save himself from the COVID – 19, narrowly 
escaped and immediately went back to Kerala. 
Because of pandemic situation  brothers from Kerala and Delhi Province could not come 
for the pre-noviciate programme. At present we have only 4 pre-novices. They canonically 
entered pre-noviciate on 10th of July. 
Lockdown actives: During the lockdown our community converted its recreation and 
community entertainment into cultivations of vegetables in the garden. We cultivated 
ginger, turmeric, and many other vegetables.

Mount Carmel Monastery, Ormanchi

Covid Crisis: Our community was badly affected by Covid but providentially Fr Augustine 
and three brothers were spared to serve us. Meanwhile our cook’s wife also suddenly died 
and he was away for one month. During this time father Augustine took care of the kitchen 
and looked after the entire community without affecting others and served us well. We 
the community whole heartedly thank Fr Augustine for his selfl ess service rendered to the 

  
Lisieux Bhavan, Gumala 
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Adieu to Bro. Regent: On 15th of May we bid farewell to Bro. Alok Barla who did his one 
year of regency in St Teresa’s Monastery, Sitagarha. To honour him our brothers put up 
cultural programmes and acknowledged his selfl ess services rendered to our community. 
We extended best wishes for his further studies.
Home Visit: In the month of April Fr Mathew Varickamthotty OCD  made a short visit to 
his home in Kerala. Meanwhile he got Covid and had to be in quarantine and there he got 
treatment. Our brothers too had an opportunity to go home for holidays. Due to lockdown 
and restrictions we had to reach brothers half way. Their parents came and picked them up 
to their own respective places. After holidays they returned on 1st July.

St Teresa’s Monastery, Hazaribag 

community. We also thank our neighboring communities for their timely help and concern 
towards our community.
Regency: After completing regency Bro. Helen Kujur went for his theology studies in 
Bangalore. He was hardworking and helpful in all the activities of the community. Our 
aspirants really benefi ted a lot from him. We thank him for all that he has done for our 
community and wish all the best for his future studies and life. Bro. Ajit kujur joined our 
community for regency. At present he is busy with his studies and exams. We wish him a 
pleasant stay in our Lisieux’s Bhavan and all the best for his future.
Aspirants: We had twenty aspirants in the Academic Year 2020-2021. Out of which fi ve of 
them were promoted for their plus one studies at Sithagarh, Hazaribagh. We expect twenty 
fi ve candidates for the Academic Year 2021-2022. Thanks to dear Fr Anand, our vocation 
director and all other fathers who collaborated with him for vocation promotion.
Apostolic Spirit in Carmel: During lent, our fathers were busy with preaching retreat in 
different dioceses of Jharkhand. They helped lot of faithful for a meaningful celebration 
of lent and Easter through their preaching. 
During the holy week all our fathers 
were busy with ministries. They went to 
our neighbouring communities for the 
celebration of the liturgy. For the Easter vigil 
we had a common Eucharistic celebration 
in our monastery with our neighbouring 
communities.
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Members of Community Got Vaccination: Taking precautions and following the instruction 
of government, we have received vaccine. Fr Varghese Thypodath OCD got both doses 
whereas Fr Emmanuel Kerketta OCD and Fr Mathew Varickamthotty OCD have got the 
fi rst dose of vaccination.
Come to a Lonely Place for a While: In the month of May and June respectively our fathers 
Varghese Thypodath OCD and Emmanuel Kerketta OCD preached retreat to Fr Abraham 
and Ursuline sisters. 
Online Classes: For the 3rd year of theology 
students of Carmelaram Fr Varghese 
Thypodath OCD took online classes on 
Missiology for two weeks.  Now after the 
enrollment of our brothers to the St. Xavier’s 
+2, they too are attending online classes.
Farewell to Seniors and Cordial Welcome 
to New Buds: On 10th June four of our 
brothers,  Sachin Tirkey, Jasmin Barla, 
Sandeep Kandulna and Antuni Munda 
went Ormanjhi to begin their pre-novitiate. 
Frs Emmanuel Kerketta OCD and Mathew 
Varickamthotty OCD accompanied them to 
Mount Carmel Monastery, Ormanjhi. On 
the same day fi ve new brothers Asit, Karan, Abhay, James and Nickey came from Lisieux 
Bhavan, Gumla to do their +2. They were accompanied by Fr George Athickal OCD, the 
Superior of the Community and Fr Vimal Kujur OCD the Director of the brothers. Right 
now there are 11 brothers.
Gone to Eternal Reward: On 7th of June Sr Bernadette from Sitagarha Carmel passed away. 
Being the nearest Carmelite family we went to help them in digging the grave and cleaning 
the surroundings. We attended the funeral service which was offi ciated by His Lordship 
Anand Jojo, the bishop of Hazaribag. On 15th of June Bishop Paul Lakra breathed last. Our 
Frs Emmanuel Kerketta OCD and Mathew Varikamthotty OCD attended the funeral mass 
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Gumla.
Double Celebration: On 16th of July we the members of St Teresa’s monastery had the 
opportunity of celebrating the solemnity of our Lady of Mt Carmel and Golden Jubilee of 
the religious Profession of Rev. Sr Mary Joseph OCD at Carmel Ashram, Sitagarha with our 
cloistered sisters. Our brothers decorated the chapel beautifully and led the choir for the 
celebration of the Holy Eucharist. The Jubilee Holy Mass was celebrated by Rt. Rev. Bishop 
of Hazaribag, Anand Jojo,
Thanks a Lot: Mr Francis and his family who helped us, in our kitchen from the beginning 
of our presence at Hazaribag stoped working with us. We are grateful to them for their kind 
and generous heart. To substitute them one young man has come to do works in the kitchen.
New Venture to Develop Masihpidi: The arrival and the daring step of Rev. Fr Amrit 
Peter Dung Dung OCD to Sitagarha is a boost to develop our land at Masihpidi. Right now 
he is staying at Sitagarha and making necessary arrangements to stay and do the work at 
Masihpidi itself. All the best dear Rev. Fr Amrit Peter Dung Dung OCD.
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Our Monastery: Mission of Dumka is one of the new growing steps of Ranchi Carmelite 
mission in Dumka Diocese, Jharkhand. It started in the year 2017 with the whole hearted 
welcome of Rt. Rev. Julias Marandi, the bishop of Dumka. For 
our Monastery the foundation was laid in 2019.
Covid Crisis: We too face the Covid crisis of the society in 
Mount Carmel Monastery, Dumka. Due to the pandemic 
situation, our pastoral activities are very minimum.  
Village Church, Bansjora: Every Sunday and week days, 
often we offer the Holy Mass for the need of the faithful. 
There are 112 families with 505 members who belong to the 
village church. At present, the pandemic situation forced us 
to reorganize the pastoral care of the faithful according to the 
restrictions and instructions of the government.

Mount Carmel Monastery, Dumka

Village Church, Bansjora

Covid Crisis and Pastoral Needs: Simdega is the thickly Christian populated district of 
Jharkhand. We have a Velankanni Matha shrine here and we had regular Novena and Holy 
Masses. It was really tough time going through. There was an order from bishop house, not 
to go out even for the burial mass. Due to the lockdown we have closed down everything. 
And we did not promote any devotional activities in our shrine. Now, slowly we have 
started Sunday liturgy. 
Covid at Doorstep: During the lock down time one of us Fr Bijay Lama OCD, tested positive 
and therefore we were also completely in a situation of  locked down in the Monastery itself. 
Vaccination: Frs Anand Kujur OCD and Peter Dung Dung took Vaccine. And Fr Bijay Lama 
OCD waits for his turn.

St Joseph’s Monastery, Simdega 

Be gentle to all and stern with yourself.

St Teresa of Avila
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News Letters from Italy 

Teresianum, the Pontifi cal Theological Faculty and Pontifi cal Institute of Spirituality, is 
the principal academic centre of the Discalced Carmelite Order. A number of around 400 
students, both for the online and on-site courses, make the heart of the academic activity 
of the faculty. The faculty is mainly run by the members of the Teresianum Community. 
Our community at Teresianum is an international community with 29 members from 16 
countries and 18 provinces of the Order. At the initial phase of the Covid-19 pandemic 
the normal rhythm of the community was adversely affected as 13 of its members were 
hospitalized due to the pandemic. However, thanks be to God, all of them returned to the 
community safe and sound. Meanwhile our community had a rare privilege to celebrate the 
100th birthday of its member from Holland, Fr Bonifacius Honings, on 11th of May, 2021. At 
the completion of the academic year 2020-21, the faculty remains closed until the fi rst week 
of October. 
The two members of the Malabar Province who render service at Teresianum are Frs 
Ignatious Kunnumpurathu OCD and Francis Aimanam OCD. At present, Fr Ignatious 
serves the faculty at the levels of a Professor of the Biblical Studies especially the Old 
Testament and General Secretary of the Faculty. Fr Francis Aimanam OCD serves the faculty 
at the level of the Procurator of the faculty. Meanwhile he continues to do the licentiate in 
Spirituality. In Teresianum our Brothers Jacob Mookkilikattu OCD and Uday Xalxo OCD 
do their theological courses successfully. 

Teresianum

San Giovanni Damascene College is one of the seven colleges under the direct supervision 
of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches, a dicastery of the Holy See. Our Order 
continues to propose the names of the persons but the Congregation for the Oriental 
Churches makes appointments for the running of the college. In the last academic year 
there were 45 Priest students from both Syro-Malabar and Syro-Malankara Churches and 
from different religious congregations that were founded in these two sui iuris Churches. 
The year of 2021-21 of Damascene College is marked with the following important events:
Appointment of the New Rector: On Wednesday, 9 June 2021, Rev. Fr Flavio Pace, the Undersecretary 
of the Oriental Congregation read out o�  cially the decree appointing Rev. Fr Joseph Elamparayil 

  
San Giovanni Damascene College 

47 Promoting Communion
through Communication



OCD as the new Rector of Damascene College in the presence of His Eminence Cardinal Leonardo 
Sandri, Prefect of the Congregation for Oriental Churches and Archbishop Giorgio Demetrio Gallaro 
Archbishop Secretary of the same Congregation. During the function a letter in appreciation and 
gratitude to the out-going Rector Rev. Fr Varghese Kurisuthara OCD written by His Eminence the 
Cardinal was also read out. On the same occasion His Excellency Mar George Madathikandathil, 
the Syro-Malabar Church’s Bishop in charge of ongoing formation of the priests and priest students 
residing at Damascene College, Rome, wrote a letter thanking Fr Varghese Kurisuthara OCD for the 
service he has done as Rector and Vice Rector of the College and also thanking the Superiors of OCD 
Congregation especially the Malabar Province.

Gratitude and Farewell to Rev. Fr Varghese 
Kurisuthara OCD: A day of celebration was 
arranged to express gratitude to Fr Varghese 
Kurisuthara OCD on 11 June 2021. In the 
presence of the sta� , students and alumni of 
the College, Fr Varghese Kurisuthara OCD 
celebrated Holy Mass which was followed by 
a festive dinner. Fr Joseph Elamparayil OCD, 
the new rector made the introductory speech 
honouring Fr Varghese Kurisuthara OCD and 
expressing gratitude for his 25 years of service to the College Community. � e new rector recalled 
the remarkable and generous services that Fr Varghese Kuristhara OCD o� ered for the College. He 
recalled how in good times and bad times, Fr Varghese Kurisuthara OCD had focused on the faithful 
and steadfast service rather than being bothered of labels of recognition and appreciation. During the 
dinner the representatives of the sta� , students and alumni expressed their appreciation and gratitude 
for the ministry of Fr Varghese Kurisuthara OCD.

Celebration Honouring the Out-going Students: According to the tradition of the College 
community, on the 12th of June a Farewell Mass and a festive dinner were arranged in honour of the 
outgoing students of the College.  

Appointment of New Vice Rector: Rev. Fr John Mangakulath OCD is appointed as the new Vice 
Rector of the College. We are expecting Fr John Mangakulath to start his service as early as possible.

Study and Service: On 30 June 2021, Rev. Fr Alex Vadakkearackal OCD has completed his second 
year of Licentiate in Sacred Liturgy while serving the College. Fr Alex Vadekkarackal OCD le�  for a 
parish in North Italy for Summer Ministry.

Closing of 2020-2021 Academic Year: � e College is closed for summer vocation on 30 June 2021 
and expected to reopen on 15 September 2021. Happy Summer Vacation to everyone. 

Sancuary of Madonna delle Grazie is one of the main Marian Shrine in the Arch diocese of 
Rosanna Cariati. It exists in the south Italy. There is a popular story that our Lady appeared 

  Santuario della Madonna delle 
Grazie, Calabria 
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to two little shepherds and one of these, thinking our Lady was made of blaster, he dared to 
hurt her by means of a bramble branch and this bramble made blood drops sprung that they 
struck him in his face producing in him blindness. Our Virgin after having granted sight 
to the little shepherd that he was imploring, 
she ordered in that place a temple was built. It 
happened around 400 years ago. People have 
more faith in the Madonna and Madonna is the 
patroness of the Spezzano city. 
Now the shrine runs by Carmelite fathers. 
From 2011 onwards the Carmelite fathers have 
been working in the Shrine. At present Fr Philip 
Naduthottathil OCD, and Fr Joseph Puzhakara 
OCD are doing their services. On everyday 
there is a Holy Mass and on all Fridays there is 
a conducted adoration also after the Holy Mass 
for the faithful, and many people are visiting 
the Sanctuary. Also on every day many people 
are coming for confession and counselling. All 
appreciated the Carmelite presence here. We 
also had the restrictions of pandemic here. But we are slowly engaging in to the pastoral 
needs of the people now.

St Maria Assunta in Cielo, Bomarzo is a parish in 
the diocese of Viterbo, Italy whose administration 
is given to our province. In the same territory we 
are in charge of a sub- station church at Mugnano. 
The parish has around 1800 inhabitants. Fr Cyril 
Puthiyaparambil OCD is the parish administrator 
and Fr Peter Kothampananiyil OCD is assistant, 
who peruses his doctoral studies in Canon Law 
from Lateran University. Even though the parish 
had its share of sufferings due to the pandemic, as 
of now we don’t have any Covid-19 positive cases.  
From now on for every public event the Green 
Pass is obligatory except for liturgical celebrations. We undertake initiatives that help the 
community to come back to the normal life.

St Maria Assunta in Cielo, Bomarzo

Silence is God’s first language.
St John of the Cross
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Our Generalate community is busy with the upcoming General 
Chapter. Our community was affected by the second wave of 
pandemic and was in quarantine for several weeks. By God’s 
grace, I am protected from the pandemic conditions so far. I 
was privileged to serve others in my community during their 
unhealthy situation. I am happy to say that my vaccination is 
completed. This time of another general chapter, I am grateful 
to God about the last seventeen years of service that I was 
privileged to render in this Generalate community, on behalf 
of my province and in true Carmelite brotherhood.

Br Paulose Ikareth OCD, Casa 
Generalizia, Roma

Our monastery is one of the oldest houses of 
the Province and it serves as a novitiate and 
Spirituality centre. Our monastery chapel- 
Santissima Annunziata- is one of the oldest and 
beautiful structures in our City Maddaloni. 
Now due to the pandemic there are certain 
restrictions for the faithful yet there are regular 
Services in the church as usual observing the 

Covid Protocol for the Churches. In the month of July we have hosted the Second Novitiate 
programme for the brothers who belong to Italian and non-Italian provinces. Superior 
General very Rev. Fr Saverio Cannistrà has visited the students who were in preparation for 
the solemn Profession and stayed with the community for a few days.

  

You cannot be half a saint; 
You must be a wholesale

or no saint at all.
St Theresa of child Jesus

Fr Thomas Nirapil OCD 
Province of Napoli, Italy
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News Letters from Germany

News Letter from Austria 

News Letters from Australia

I have successfully completed my Licentiate study on the oriental 
Liturgy “Reform der Messliturgie des 20. Jahrhunderts im syro-
malabarischen Ritus” at theologische fakultät paderborn, Germany. 
After my home holidays, now I prepare for my doctoral studies.

I help the Austrian Carmelite Province in their Pastoral 
works and lives in their community in Vienna. I work 
as the Spiritual Guide of a ´Curia of Legion of Mary´, 
which is associated with the Monastery. And I pursue 
my Studies, Licentiate in Mariology, at the University 
of Vienna. I plan to make my home holidays and hope 
to see you all.   

The Discalced Carmelite Priory at St Ives in New South Wales, Sydney is a residence for the 
Discalced Carmelite Region of Australia. We had our last Chapter in September 2020 and 
this Community is currently made up of three Friars: Fr Greg Chee OCD as the Parish Priest; 
Fr Gerard Moran OCD as the First Councillor and myself Fr Sunny Abraham Peackal OCD 
as Prior. This Community is in the Diocese of Broken Bay and the Friars started residing 
in the Diocese from 2008 onwards, taking care of a Parish - Corpus Christi Catholic Parish. 
Our Friars involve themselves with the various ministries of the Parish; we also undertake 
retreat ministries to the Discalced Carmelite Nuns and OCDS in and around Australia, New 

Fr Joseph Kalladayil OCD

Fr Francis Kollaratte OCD

Fr Jose Thyparambil OCD

Fr Sunny Abraham Peackal OCD

As the desire of our province, I continue my ministry in Germany to support our Province. 
From 1st September 2021, I will be joining a community of German Province in Regensburg. 
Living in this community, I will be working in a Parish to support the Province.

51 Promoting Communion
through Communication



News Letter from Ireland

News Letters from Belgium

Greetings from Infant Jesus Parish, Morley….I serve as 
the assistant parish priest of Infant Jesus Parish, Morley. 
We are four members in the community. Two are in 80’s.  
We are all under the clutches of this great pandemic. I 
have truly experienced God’s saving love and so, we 
actively committed to putting God fi rst in our lives, 
going out to proclaim that love to others.

Fr John Pallippadan OCD

Zealand and Pacifi c Islands of Samoa and Tonga. As the current Covid-19 outbreak continues 
to cause signifi cant concerns for the welfare of the people in the Greater Sydney region, 
there are stringent restrictions to make the people stay at home. This has implications for the 
operation of parishes in all the Dioceses of NSW. Our Bishop Anthony Randazzo has asked 
all the Churches in the Diocese of Broken Bay to be closed during this lockdown period. The 
number of Covid cases are on the rise and we expect the lockdown might continue to be in 
place, depending on the decision of the Government. After taking into consideration of the 
present situation, our Bishop has encouraged all the Parish priests to live stream service for 
the faithful. We pray for you and please keep us in your prayers.

I continue my licentiate in Systematic Theology at St. 
Patrick Pontifi cal University, Maynooth, Ireland. I 
reside in the community of the Anglo Irish Province at 
St. Teresa’s Church in Clarendon Street, Dublin. Since 
the Pandemic continues to have a serious effect on my 
campus programme, the lectures are attended online. 
My licentiate in systematic theology will probably 
complete in the academic year 2021-2022.

Really this Covid -19 made every one panic and brought great disturbances shadowing 
darkness at every single door. For us this experience was mixtures of anxieties as well as 
consolations. Anxieties because now and then we had an imaginable news through Whatsapp 
about our own homeland. It is also inner feelings of consolation because only God’s Mercy 
could save us. Here in particular being with the monks who have seen many times this 
kind of situations themselves or they have had heard stories of deadly events through their 

Fr Sebastian Nellenkuzhiyil OCD

Fr Thomas Vanderkunnel OCD and Esidore Soreng OCD
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parents, grandparents this current pandemic reminds 
of that which already existed ‘plague broke out’ in 
Europe and living in lockdown is a choice for the 
Carmelites monks in Bruges. Even though this is small 
community of seven men the spiritual life fosters in 
silence and loneliness. A day without contemplative 
life may make the body as dead for monks. Silence, 
solitude helps how quickly to forget the world if no 
news alerts but a clock indicates the rhythm of the 
day. Monks don’t know anything either. The sure 
certainty about life and death, what will come after, 
who will give the answers and what will happen to 
the world: the liturgical hours itself witnesses this at 
the end of the day. Our monastery is just a dark place 
to young world in the centre of Bruges, because the 
high boundary walls hid mystery of life inside. In 
complete silence, no radio, no TV, none of this. Living 
to the rhythm of the sun, and of the church bell that 
faithfully indicates the hours and gives a soft tick at the 
half hour. Fear of corona proved to be the roadblock 
or else that the idea of letting an outsider into a community was completely contrary to 
our tradition of silence and withdrawal. Our community activities and the liturgical hours 
strengthen us to remain faithful to our vocation just for the sake of Christ and His church.

I pursue my doctoral studies (second year) in the Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies 
at KU Leuven, Belgium. I successfully completed my Advanced Research in Master’s 
Degree (Licentiate) from the same Faculty in September 2020 with a major in Theology and 
Comparative Ethics.

Fr Mathew Kunnumpurathu OCD

News Letters from Spain 

Hard Work Always Pays Off: Father Varghese Chittuparambil 
OCD completed splendidly his Doctorate in Theology on 
Tuesday, 27th July, 2021. His strenuous perseverance and 
unremitting dedication enabled him to embark on this successful 
chapter of life. Congratulations dear Father Varghese on receiving 
your hard-earned doctoral degree and the province is proud of 
you for being the fi rst doctor in theology from the ‘Land of Our 
Mother’, Spain. At the same time, we recognise your previous 
laudable achievements in Spain: Master in Carmelite Spirituality 

Fr Varghese Chittuparambil OCD
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News Letter from Portugal 

The Madeira mission, started as a part of our 
Province´s relationship with the Province of 
Portugal, is reached almost two years. Madeira 
Island being one of the islands of Portugal is rich 
in devotees who value the Christian faith. One of 
the monasteries of Portugal province is located in 
Funchal, the capital city of Madeira in which we 
live and do our service. This Monastery is known as 
Igreja do Carmo «Carmel Church». This monastery 
is a center of devotion to Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel. Our house is located almost in the center 
of the city and we have three Holy Masses every 
day. There is also confession on all days except 
Sunday. All the faithful of this Island seek refuge 
in our monastery to confess. There are three friars 
in this house from the Portuguese province. We 
lead a disciplined, strict community life and move 
forward. The activities of Secular Carmel «Third order» here is very strong. It was a great 
pleasure for us to receive a few vocations also this year to the third order. Their participation 
in the liturgical celebrations of our Monastery should be highlighted and important. The 
Corona virus that terrorized the whole world is strong here too with many positive cases; 
therefore the number of faithful in the liturgical activities is relatively reduced. By the grace 
of God I was able to come to India on holiday for a few days. But I could not meet many 
of my dear brothers because of the increase of corona cases, the lock down, and the travel 
restrictions. I returned safely after the holidays.

Fr Joseph Venattu OCD

from CITeS, Ávila, and Licentiate in Spiritual Theology from the facultad de teología del norte 
de España, sedeVitoria-Gasteiz. We remember with gratitude the Universidad Eclesiástica San 
Dámaso of Madrid for granting you scholarship and we wish you all the blessings of the 
Lord in your future ministry.

By God’s grace, I pursue my academic studies in CITeS, Avila, successfully. Even though 
this Covid-19 situation worsened yet we had all our classes and activities were physical 
only. Taking certain situations in consideration, for some occasions we have online classes.  

Fr Sudhir Tete OCD 
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News Letter from Philippines

I pursue my Master’s Degree in clinical 
psychology at the University of Santo Tomas 
in Manila, Philippines since 2019. In fact, the 
Masters programme in clinical psychology 
requires 66 credits for the completion of entire 
course and this course comprises of prerequisite 
courses, core courses, specializations, cognate, 
comprehensive exams, internships and thesis 
writing. I started my fi rst semester in August 
2019 and have accomplished 4 semesters so far, and 3 more semesters are awaiting together 
with the comprehensive written exam, internship and thesis writing. Unfortunately, 
we could only attend the regular classes in one semester because of this pandemic; the 
remaining semesters were completed in virtual online courses. To this point, our batch 
completed 42 credits in multiple semesters. Probably, we can enrol for the comprehensive 
exam, internship and start writing thesis in the next semester. Currently, I am in semester 
vacation and subsequently my next semester resume on august 9, 2021. Obviously, this 
semester will also be conducted in virtual online. This is the present status and review of his 
ongoing course at university of Santo Tomas in Manila, Philippines. 

Fr Thomas Paul Kalapurackal OCD

Other News Letters from India 

After last April, I made a trip to Kerala for a medical check-up and was diagnosed Covid 
Positive. Novitiate, Kalady generously hosted me for over a month until the complete 
recovery from the pandemic associated debilities. By the end of May, I was able to move to 
Kakkadampoil, to serve as a temporary Chaplain to a new community of cloister Carmel, 
who are presently accommodated in the SKD convent building.  Here, the community is 
supposed to shift to its own intricately designed proper cloistered layout, which is fast 
nearing completion, notwithstanding the pandemic stalemates and paucity of funds. A 
nascent community on a virgin setting will need to be supported and prayed for, for them 
to tide over infantile infi rmities.

I began my academic pursuit in last June at Indian 
Institute of Spirituality, Bangalore. This is the part 
of my effort to do a licentiate in Spiritual Theology. 
Due to the pandemic situations and the unexpected 
uncertainties happened in the institute, my joining 
to the academic institute was a bit late. But, now 
the campus is sound and safe and we attend our lectures physically. I seek your prayers 
wholeheartedly through out my academic journey.  

Fr Thomas Kurian OCD

Fr Thomas Kaduthanam OCD
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Cloistered Carmels 

Online Classes:  There were daily online Classes 
for Sisters on Vows, Community life, and Account 
Maintenance. The classes were given by Fr Cliford 
OCD from 4th June 2021 to 24th June 2021.
Re-treat in the Lord: A community retreat was 
preached by a Jesuit Priest from 3rd July to 10th July.
Solemnity of Our Lady and First Profession: 
There was a Solemn Celebration of the Feast of our 
Lady of Mount Carmel on 16th July. On the occasion 
Sr Dominica made her fi rst profession. Rev. Fr 
Linus Pingal, the administrator of Gumla Diocese 
presided over the ceremonies. Keeping the Covid 
protocol, many priests and religious participated in 
the functions.

Carmel-The Vineyard of God: The month of May was laden with fruits...Plenty and varieties 
of fruits....papayas, litchis, peaches, mangoes, bananas, grapes, jackfruits, etc...May God be 
praised for His Providential care of us.  Though there was a strict rule of the Lock down, 
the birds and squirrels did not follow the rule. Thus all our neighbours, the minas, parrots, 
crows all enjoyed their share. They had lunch, supper and breakfast too, but only without 
inviting us. 
Life at Carmel Takes a Shift to Heaven: Month of June brought in a different connotation 
in our life of Carmel. Our dear Sister Bernadette, who was the eldest in our Community, 85 
years old, passed away peacefully due to her old age. She reached her Heavenly abode on 
the 7th of June and we had the funeral mass on the 8th of June, 2021.
Solemnity of Our Lady and Golden Jubilee: July again was fi lled with vibrations of life 
and vigour. We had the joy of celebrating the Feast of Our lady of Mount Carmel as well 
as the Golden Jubilee of our dear Sister Mary Joseph. We are ever grateful to all those who 
came to help us particularly our Carmelite Fathers and Brothers who are ever ready to come 
to our aid for whichever purpose it may be. May God bless one and all.

Spiritual Journey: Just recently and also before, we have received the letters of instructions 
and guidelines from  our very Rev. Father General Saverio Cannistra OCD, and Fr. Johannes 
Gorantla OCD. We are reading them seriously and with discussion in our community 
dialogues. It is very enriching to grow in our vocation, personal and community life and 
in our endeavor to be true daughters of our Holy Mother St. Teresa. We have followed 

Carmel Ashram, Soso-Gumla 

Carmel Ashram, Sitagarha

Carmel Tapovan, Patna
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some online courses, and also benefi ted in making personal and community retreats. Our 
confessor Rev. Fr. Jacob OCD (Ranchi) and a Patna Jesuits are regular for instruction and 
confession, we are grateful to them.
Corona - A Wonderful Experience: 
During the Pandemic lockdown, we 
had to struggle a bit, since our income 
of hosts and candles declined, three 
families of our workers too depended 
upon us and those came to the door 
to get something. Thanks to the loving 
concerns of CRI, our Archbishop House 
and other local charitable groups who 
have sustained us and continue to 
support us. Wonderful experience of 
God’s providence.
The Sick and the Fight: One of our sisters was seriously struck with Covid-19, Thanks to 
the Kurji Holy Family Hospital and God’s healing touch, her life was saved. During this 
time we have witnessed and shared through online and phone call the many heart rending 
death, burials and sorrows. We prayed for them. To our joy, two of our OCD fathers from 
Ranchi Deepak and William came here to write their exam, arrived in the morning and in 
our disappointment due to heavy Corona here and for other good reasons, the same evening 
they returned back to Ranchi. To increase our immunity we made ourselves two groups to 
go to the Patna women’s College to be vaccinated with Covid shield, as the second group 
was getting ready to proceed, we saw the fi rst group becoming fl at with fever and body 
pain, etc. So waited till they stand steady on their feet so that the second group too can be 
fl at peacefully on their turn. It worked well.
Feast of Our Lady: Our Mount Carmel Feast was celebrated with limited number of  invities. 
Respondig to our invitation, our Archbishop and a good number of  priests, joined with us 
for the  celebration.

New Buds in Carmel: On 5th June 2021 two novices of the 
Malayattoor Carmel, Sr Jomaria of the Sacred Heart and Sr 
Roasario of the Sacred Wounds of Jesus made their simple 
profession during the Holy Eucharistic celebration. Due to 
the pandemic situation the number of participants in the 
celebration was very few. Some religious priests and her family 
members were present for the liturgical celebration.   
Eternal Bride of Christ: 29th 
June 2021 our beloved Sr 
Josephina grace of the Divine 
Mercy, pronounced her 
solemn vows before her family 
members and benefactors.  The 
Holy Eucharistic celebration 
was presided over by H.E. 
Mar Jose Pulikkal (Bishop of 
Kanjirappally Diocese) along 

Mount Carmel Cloistered Convent, Malayattoor
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with Vicar General of the Eranakulam-Angamaly Diocese Rev. Fr Jose Puthiyedath and 
Rev. Fr Jacob Ettumanookaran OCD, the Provincial of OCD Malabar Province. During this 
blessed occasion, fi fteen other priests were present.

The Cloister Carmel adapted into the Syrian Rite 
has, providentially, been reporting fabulous 
growth ever since its inception in Malayattoor. 
Barely ten years after the sacred St Thomas 
Hills had witnessed the fi rst institution on its 
nebulous heights, there emerges the second 
Cloister, this time in Thamarassery Diocese. 
This daughter institution also is perched 
on a hilly terrain, the site being a 2-acre plot 
donated by Malabar Province at the eastern tip 
of her Kodenchery campus. The new Cloister 
building is nearing its completion, due in a few 
months’ time. For the interim period, however, 
the present Community of nine members, 
fi nds itself accommodated in a “SKD Convent” (Kakkadampoil), generously rented for the 
purpose, as directed by the Diocese. 

Induction of a New Member: ‘Calicut Carmel’ as the new institution is called, is blessed 
with the induction of a new young member into their fold, when Sr Rose Mary made her 
third renewal of vows on 23rd August 2021. 
Sacramental Life: The Covid imbroglio was paralysing the Sacramental celebrations of the 
Community, which handicap is providentially addressed by the presence of Fr Thomas 
Kurian OCD, now staying within the premises.

Calicut Carmel [St Joseph’s Cloistered Monastery] 

Please note the email ID  and whatsapp number of our 
communication desk for the Carmelite Messenger and 
for the other contacts [mediamalabarocd@gmail.com] 
[9778471387]. We request you to send your valuable 
remarks and suggestions. Thank You.

58 Promoting Communion
through Communication




