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AT WEDNESDAY ’S GENERAL AUDIENCE

Jesus always O
prays for us

n
Wednesday
morning, 3 June, at
the General Audience held in the
courtyard of Saint Damasus,
in continuing his series on
Christian prayer, Pope Francis
talked about Jesus as the
model of prayer for his disciples. The Gospels show us
that the Lord chooses his
apostles only after a night of
intense prayer. Before every
crucial moment in his ministry, Jesus withdraws to pray.
Only after long prayer does
Jesus question the disciples
about their faith in him and
then reveals to them his coming passion, death and resurrection.
On the mount of the Transfiguration, Peter, James and
John then see the Lord in
prayer, revealed in his glory as
the beloved Son of the Father.
At the Last Supper he assures
Peter that he has prayed for
him, for his conversion and
for his future mission. Like the
apostles, we too can count on
the Lord’s prayer to sustain us
in our journey of faith and discipleship. The Catechism reminds us that the Risen Jesus,
seated at the right hand of the
Father, constantly intercedes
before him on our behalf (cf.
n. 2741). As we strive to persevere in prayer, may we be confident that our petitions will
rise to heaven on eagles’ wings
and, with and in Jesus, always
find a hearing before the
throne of the Father.
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“Tend the flock of God that is your charge, not by constraint but willingly, as God would have you” (cf. 1 Pet
5:2). The Apostolic Constitution “Pascite Gregem Dei”,
with which Pope Francis reforms Book VI of the Code
of Canon Law on penal sanctions in the Church, begins
with these words of the Apostle Peter. The new text,
presented on Tuesday, 1 June, in the Holy See Press Office, will enter into force on 8 December.
In order to respond adequately to the needs of the
Church throughout the world, explains Pope Francis, it
appeared evident that the penal discipline promulgated
by Saint John Paul II on 25 January 1983 in the Code of
Canon Law needed to be revised, and that it required
modification in such a way as to allow Pastors to em-

ploy it as a more agile salvific and corrective tool, to be
applied promptly and with pastoral charity to avoid
more serious evils. He observes that charity demands
that Pastors resort to the penal system whenever it is required, keeping in mind three aims: the restoration of
the demands of justice, correction of the guilty party,
and reparation of scandals.
The Pope recalls that Benedict XVI launched this revision in 2007, in a spirit of collegiality and cooperation,
engaged Canon Law experts from around the world, as
well as Bishops’ Conferences, Major Superiors of Religious Institutes, and Dicasteries of the Roman Curia.
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ANGELUS
Pope announces meeting with leaders of Lebanon’s Christian communities

Praying for peace and stability
At the end of the Angelus on Sunday, 30
May, Pope Francis announced that he will
meet the leaders of Lebanon’s Christian communities at the Vatican on 1 July to pray for
the gift of peace for Lebanon. Earlier he had
reflected on the day’s Gospel reading and the
Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity. The following is a translation of the Holy Father’s
reflection, which he shared in Italian with the
faithful gathered in Saint Peter’s Square.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Buongiorno!
On this feast day in which we celebrate God: the mystery of the one
God. And this God is the Father

and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Three persons, but God is one! The
Father is God; the Son is God; the
Spirit is God. But they are not three
gods: it is one God in three Persons.
It is a mystery that Jesus Christ revealed to us: the Holy Trinity. Today
we pause to celebrate this mystery,
because the Persons are not adjectives of God, no. They are real, diverse, different Persons; they are not
— as that philosopher used to say —
‘emanations of God’, no, no! They
are Persons. There is the Father to

whom I pray with the Our Father;
there is the Son, who gave me redemption, justification; there is the
Holy Spirit who abides in us and inhabits the Church. And this speaks
to our heart because we find it encompassed in that expression of
Saint John which summarizes all of
Revelation: “God is love” (1 Jn 4:816). The Father is love; the Son is
love; the Holy Spirit is love. And
inasmuch as he is love, God, while
being one alone, is not solitude but
communion, among the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit. Because
love is essentially a gift of self, and in
its original and infinite reality it is the Father who
gives himself by generating his Son, who in turn
gives himself to the Father, and their mutual
love is the Holy Spirit,
the bond of their unity. It
is not easy to understand,
but we can live this mystery, all of us, we can live
it a great deal.
This mystery of the Trinity was revealed to us by Jesus himself. He
showed us the face of God as merciful Father; he presented Himself,
true man, as the Son of God and
Word of the Father, the Saviour who
gives his life for us; and he spoke of
the Holy Spirit who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, the Spirit of
Truth, the Paraclete Spirit — we
spoke last Sunday about this word,
‘Paraclete’ — meaning Consoler and
Advocate. And when Jesus appeared
to the Apostles after the Resurrec-

For helping migrants at the US-Mexico border

‘Thank you’ Sister Norma
SALVATORE CERNUZIO

P

ope Francis says “thank
you” five times in a video
message to Sr Norma Pimentel, a nun of the Missionaries of Jesus and director of
Catholic Charities in the Rio
Grande Valley on the US-Mexico
border, where hundreds of thousands of migrants arrive daily from
Latin America. Based on the
Gospel principal, “I was a stranger
and you welcomed me”, the very
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foundation of Sr Norma’s mission
is to welcome and assist the multitude of men and women, children,
elderly and separated families, fleeing a life of disadvantage and
poverty, in search of a better life.
The Pontiff wished to personally
thank Sr Norma for this humanitarian work of faith with a video message in response to a letter she had
sent him on 3 May. “Thank you for
what you and your entire team are
doing”, says the Pope in the video,
which was recorded in Spanish.
ANDREA MONDA
Editor-in-Chief
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tion, Jesus invited them to evangelize “all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit” (Mt
28:19).
Today’s celebration, therefore,
makes us contemplate this marvelous mystery of love and of light
from which we come and toward
which our earthly journey is guided.
In the message of the Gospel and
in every form of Christian mission,
one cannot overlook this unity
among us to which Jesus calls, following the unity of the Father, of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit: one cannot overlook this unity. The beauty
of the Gospel asks to be lived — unity — and witnessed in the harmony
among us, who are so diverse! And
this unity, I dare say, is essential to
Christians: it is not an attitude, a
manner of speaking, no; it is essential, because it is the unity that arises
from love, from the mercy of God,
from the justification of Jesus Christ
and from the presence of the Holy
Spirit in our hearts.
Mary Most Holy, in her simplicity
and humility, reflects the Beauty of
the Triune God, because she fully
welcomed Jesus into her life. May
she sustain our faith; may she make
us worshippers of God and servants
of our brothers and sisters.
After the Angelus, the Holy Father continued:
Dear brothers and sisters, yesterday in Astorga, Spain, María Pilar
Gullón Yturriaga, Octavia Iglesias
Blanco and Olga Pérez-Monteserín
Núñez were beatified. In imitation
of the Good Samaritan, these three
courageous lay women were dedicated to taking care of those wounded
in war, without abandoning them in
the moment of danger; they took
risks and were killed in hatred of
their faith. Let us praise the Lord for
their Gospel witness. A round of applause for the new Blesseds.
This coming 1 July, I will meet in
the Vatican with the principal leaders of the Christian communities in
Lebanon, for a day of reflection on
the country’s troubling situation and
to pray together for the gift of peace
and stability. I entrust this intention
to the intercession of the Mother of
God, who is deeply venerated at the
Shrine of Harissa, and from this moment on I ask you to accompany
preparations for this event with supportive prayer, invoking a more
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peaceful future for that beloved
country .
World Multiple Sclerosis Day is being
celebrated today and, in Italy, National Relief Day. I express gratitude
for these initiatives; let us remember
that closeness “is a precious balm
that provides support and consolation to the sick in their suffering”
(Message for World Day of the Sick
2021).
This morning I received a small
group of faithful who brought me
the translation of the entire Bible in
their dialect. One man did it: eight
years of work! Written, — there are
eight volumes — entirely in dialect.
And he, who was present, told me
that he read, prayed and translated.
I would like to express my thanks
for this gesture and also once again
to tell you to read the Bible, read the
Word of God, so as to find there the
strength of our life. And also — with
this I am repeating myself — to always to carry with you the New Testament, a pocket-sized Gospel: in
your purse, in your pocket, to be
CONTINUED
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Holy See
Communiqué
On Monday, 31 May 2021, the
World Health Assembly adopted,
by consensus, Resolution Participation of the Holy See in the World
Health Organization presented by
Italy, which formalizes the participation of the Holy See in the
work of the World Health Organization as a non-Member State
Observer. This decision reflects
the relationship that the Holy
See has continuously maintained
with this Organization since 1953
and it bears witness to the commitment of the family of nations
in addressing, through dialogue
and international solidarity, the
global health challenges that afflict humanity.
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GENERAL AUDIENCE
The Holy Father continues his series of catecheses on prayer

Jesus prays for us
even in our times of sin and difficulty
At the General Audience on Wednesday morning, 2 June, continuing
his series of catecheses on prayer, Pope Francis focused on the prayer of
Jesus, the model and soul of all prayer. The Holy Father assured the
faithful gathered in the Vatican’s Saint Damasus Courtyard that they
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
The Gospels show us how prayer
was fundamental in the relationship
between Jesus and his disciples. This
can already be seen in the choice of
those who would later become the
Apostles. Luke places their election
in a precise context of prayer, and he
says: “In these days he went out to
the mountain to pray; and all night he
continued in prayer to God. And when
it was day, he called his disciples,
and chose from them twelve, whom
he named apostles” (6:12-13). Jesus
chooses them after a night of prayer.
It seems that there is no criterion in
this choice other than prayer, the dialogue of Jesus with the Father.
Judging from how those men were to
behave, it would seem that the
choice was not the best, as they all
fled, they left him alone before the
Passion; but it is precisely this, especially the presence of Judas, the future betrayer, that demonstrates that
those names were inscribed in God’s
plan.
Prayer on behalf of his friends
continually resurfaces in the life of
Jesus. The Apostles sometimes become a cause of concern for him, but
as he had received them from the Father, after prayer, Jesus carries them
in his heart, even in their errors, even
when they fall. In all this we discover
how Jesus was both teacher and
friend, always willing to wait patiently for the disciple’s conversion. The
highest point of this patient waiting
is the “web” of love that Jesus weaves
around Peter. At the Last Supper He
says to him: “Simon, Simon, behold,
Satan demanded to have you, that he
might sift you like wheat, but I have

can always count on Jesus’ prayer, even for those in the worst of sin,
even mortal sin and in times of difficulty. His love and prayer for each
one of us never cease. The following is a translation of the Holy Father’s words.

prayed for you that your faith may
not fail; and when you have turned
again, strengthen your brethren” (Lk
22:31-32). It is impressive to know
that at that moment, during the time
of weakness, Jesus’ love does not
cease. “But father, if I am in mortal
sin, does Jesus love me?” — “Yes” —
“And does Jesus continue to love
me?” — “Yes” — “But if I have done
worse things, and committed many
sins … does Jesus continue to love
me?” — “Yes”. Jesus’ love and prayer
for each one of us does not cease, it
does not cease, but rather becomes
more intense, and we are at the centre of his prayer! We must always
keep this in mind: Jesus prays for
me, he is praying now before the Father and makes him see the wounds
he carried with him, to show the Father the price of our salvation, it is
the love that he holds for us. But in
this moment, let each one of us, let
us think: in this moment, is Jesus
praying for me? Yes. This is a great
certainty that we must have.
Jesus’ prayer returns punctually at
a crucial time of his journey, that of

Praying for peace and stability
CONTINUED
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able to read it at any time of day.
This way we will find Jesus in Sacred Scripture. Let us learn from
the example of this man who
worked for eight years to understand this. And he told me: “I did
so praying”.
I offer a heartfelt greeting to all
of you, those from Rome, from
Italy and other countries. I see
there is Canada, Colombia…. We
have to pray for Colombia!

And there is also Poland, and
here other countries…. I greet you
all! In particular the confirmands
of the parish of the Holy Roman
Protomartyrs. I greet the Polish
pilgrims and I bless those participating in the great pilgrimage to
the Marian Shrine of Piekary
Śląskie. And as usual I greet the
young people of the Immacolata.
I wish everyone a happy Sunday.
And please, do not forget to pray
for me. Enjoy your lunch. Arrivederci!

the verification of his disciples’ faith.
Let us listen again to the evangelist
Luke: “As [Jesus] was praying alone,
the disciples were with him; and he
asked them, ‘Who do the people say
that I am?’ And they answered,
‘John the Baptist; but others say,
Eli’jah, and others, that one of the
old prophets has risen’. And he
asked them, ‘But who do you say
that I am?’ And Peter answered, on
behalf of them all, ‘The Christ of
God’. But he charged and commanded them tell this to no one”
(9:18-21). The great turning points of
Jesus’ mission are always preceded
by prayer, but not just in passing,
but rather by intense, prolonged
prayer. There is always prayer in
those moments. This test of faith
seems to be the goal, but instead it is
a renewed starting point for the disciples, because from then on, it is as
if Jesus took on a new tone in his
mission, speaking openly to them of
his passion, death and resurrection.
With this prospect, which gives
rise instinctively to repulsion, both
in the disciples and in we who read
the Gospel, prayer is the only source
of light and strength. It is necessary
to pray more intensely, every time
the road takes an uphill turn.
And indeed, after announcing to
the disciples what awaits him in
Jerusalem, the episode of the Transfiguration takes place. Jesus “took
with him Peter and John and James,
and went up on the mountain to pray.
And as He was praying, the appearance
of his countenance was altered, and
his raiment became dazzling white.
And behold, two men talked with
him, Moses and Eli’jah, who appeared in glory and spoke of his departure, which he was to accomplish
at Jerusalem” (9:28-31), that is, the
Passion. Therefore, this anticipated
manifestation of the glory of Jesus
took place in prayer, while the Son

was immersed in communion with
the Father and fully consented to his
will of love, to his plan of salvation.
And out of that prayer came a clear
word for the three disciples involved:
“This is my Son, my Chosen; listen
to him” (Lk 9:35). From prayer
comes the invitation to listen to Jesus, always from prayer.
From this quick journey through
the Gospel, we learn that Jesus not
only wants us to pray as he prays,
but assures us that, even if our attempts at prayer are completely vain
and ineffective, we can always count
on his prayer. We must be aware of
this: Jesus prays for me. Once, a
good bishop told me that in a very
bad moment in his life, a great trial, a
moment of darkness, he looked up in
the Basilica and saw this phrase written: “I, Peter, will pray for you”. And
this gave him strength and comfort.
And this happens every time that
each of us knows that Jesus prays for
him or for her. Jesus prays for us. In
this moment, in this very moment.
Do this memory exercise, repeat this.
When there is a difficulty, when you
feel the orbital pull of distractions:
Jesus is praying for me. But, father,
is this true? It is true! He said it himself. Let us not forget that what sustains each of us in life is Jesus’ prayer
for every one of us, with our first and
last name, before the Father, showing him the wounds that are the
price of our salvation.
Even if our prayers were only stuttering, if they were compromised by
a wavering faith, we must never cease
to trust in him: I do not know how to
pray but he prays for me. Supported
by Jesus’ prayer, our timid prayers
rest on eagle wings and soar up to
Heaven. Do not forget: Jesus is praying for me. Now? Now. In the moment of trial, in the moment of sin,
even in that moment, Jesus is praying for me with so much love.

SPECIAL GREETINGS
I cordially greet the Englishspeaking faithful. May the coming
celebration of the Solemnity of the
Body and Blood of Christ deepen
our awareness of the real presence of
Jesus among us in the Eucharist.
Upon you and your families I invoke
the joy and peace of the Lord. May
God bless you!
Lastly, as usual, my thoughts turn
to the elderly, to young people, to the sick
and to newlyweds. May the Body and
Blood of Christ be for each of you a
presence and support among difficulties, sublime comfort in daily suffering and a pledge of eternal resurrection. My Blessing to all of you!
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Created Cardinal by Pope Francis in the Consistory last 28 November

Remembering Cornelius Sim
Cardinal Cornelius Sim, Vicar Apostolic in
Brunei, first Cardinal of the Asian country,
passed away on Saturday morning, 29 May,
in the Chang Gung Memorial Hospital in
Taoyuan City, Taiwan, where he was undergoing medical treatment. He was 69 years
old.
Cardinal Cornelius Sim was of Chinese and Dusunic (indigenous ethnicity of Borneo) descent, the first
native-born Bruneian to be ordained
a priest, appointed Bishop and created Cardinal. Catholics make up a
small flock in this Southeast Asian
country, numbering some 20,000 out
of nearly half a million inhabitants,
mostly foreigners. Consequently,
while being a pastor in one of the
world’s wealthiest countries, the local church he led was among the
youngest and smallest in the world.
With only three parishes, his main
concern was caring for the souls of
immigrant Filipino workers, while
only ten per cent of the baptized were
full Bruneian citizens.
Cornelius Sim was born nearly 70
years ago in Seria, in the Belait district of Brunei Darussalam (the latter
term meaning “abode of peace”),

Holy Father’s condolences
Upon learning of the Cardinal’s death, Pope Francis expressed his condolences in a telegram
addressed to the Most Reverend Wojciech Załuski, Apostolic Delegate to Brunei Darussalam
Kuala Lumpur. The following is the English text of the Pope’s telegram, accompanied by a
brief biography of the late Cardinal.
Having learned with sadness of the death of Cardinal Cornelius Sim, I extend my heartfelt condolences to the clergy, religious and laity of the Apostolic Vicariate of Brunei. With gratitude for Cardinal Sim’s faithful witness
to the Gospel, his generous service to the Church in Brunei and to the Holy
See, I willingly join the faithful in praying for his eternal rest. To all who
mourn the late Cardinal’s passing in the sure hope of the Resurrection I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of consolation and peace in
Jesus, the firstborn of the dead.
FRANCIS PP.
which lies on the northern part of the
island of Borneo. He was the eldest
of six children, and was raised in a
third-generation Christian family:
his grandfather was among the nation’s first converts.
He attended Catholic school, was
an altar server and belonged to the
Legion of Mary until finishing high
school. He then went to Scotland to
study engineering, earning his degree at Dundee University. From

1978-1985, he worked in the
petroleum industry, his country’s
main source of income.
After his father’s death, he began
an adult vocational course which, in
1986, took him to the United States,
where he obtained a master’s in theology (Christian ministry and renewal) at the Franciscan University of
Steubenville in 1988. According to
the Ohio college, Sim was the first
graduate of the discernment pro-

Pope’s Message for the funeral of His Beatitude Gregory Peter

XX

Ghabroyan

Patriarch of Cilicia of the Armenians
The following is a translation of the message, dated 29 May, conveyed in French
by the Holy Father via Cardinal Mario
Zenari, Apostolic Nuncio to Syria, as
Francis’ personal representative at the funeral celebration of His Beatitude Gregory
Peter XX Ghabroyan, Patriarch of Cilicia
of the Armenians.

To His Excellency
Msgr BOUTROS MARAYATI
Administrator of the Patriarchal
Church of Cilicia of the
Armenians
I have learned the news of the return to the Father’s house of our
beloved brother in Christ, His
Beatitude Gregory Peter XX
Ghabroyan, Patriarch of Cilicia of
the Armenians.
I remember well that when he
was elected, in the summer of 2015,

before accepting he wanted to ask
me for a special blessing, that he
be able to lead the Patriarchal
Church despite his advanced age.
We met on several further occasions. On 7 September 2015 in
Rome, we concelebrated the Eucharist, in which the Ecclesiastica
Communio was signified: we held
high the Body and Blood of
Christ, a visible sign that the foundation of all service in the Church
is adherence and conformation to
Christ, Crucified and Risen. In
2016 he was with me during the
Apostolic Journey to Armenia,
particularly when I visited the
Cathedral of the Ordinariate for
the Armenian Catholic Faithful in
Eastern Europe, in Gyumri, and
together with my brother Bishops
of the Synod of the Patriarchal
Church. In 2018, on the occasion
of the inauguration of the Statue
of Saint Gregory of Narek, in the
Vatican Gardens. So many special
moments, which allowed me to be
close to Patriarch Gregory Peter XX
and, with him, to the beloved Armenian people, who have suffered
so much throughout history but
have always remained faithful to
their profession of faith in Christ
the Saviour.
During these years, as a caring
Pastor, His Beatitude presided
over the Patriarchal Church of

Cilicia of the Armenians, establishing contacts with various civil and
ecclesiastical institutions, so that a
number of initiatives of solidarity
with the most tried populations,
especially in Syria and Lebanon,
could be supported. In particular,
he took to heart the opening of
the process of Beatification and
Canonization of his enlightened
predecessor, the Servant of God
Cardinal Gregory Peter XV Agagianian.
In the final period of his earthly
pilgrimage, he faced with dignity
the progressive loss of physical
strength, and with a sense of responsibility he asked himself in
conscience whether he was still
able to lead the Armenian Church
as Patriarch: the Lord answered
him, issuing one last time the call
to follow Him.
We commend the soul of this
our brother to the Mercy of God,
to whose throne, we are certain, he
is accompanied by the intercessory
prayers of the Mother of God
Mary Most Holy, of Saint Gregory
the Illuminator and of Saint Gregory of Narek, together with all
the Armenian martyrs and saints.
Rome, Saint John Lateran
29 May 2021
FRANCIS

gramme to become a priest. In fact,
upon returning to his homeland, he
began serving as parish administrator at Saint John’s Church in Kuala
Belait, and was ordained a deacon on
28 May 1989. That November, on the
Solemnity of Christ the King, he was
ordained a priest for the clergy of
Miri, by Bishop Anthony Lee Kok
Hin, who in 1995 appointed Sim
Vicar General for the Bruneian territory of the Diocese of Eastern
Malaysia.
In late 1997, when Saint John Paul
II erected the Apostolic Prefecture,
separating it from Miri, Msgr Sim
was appointed its first Apostolic Prefect, assuming the office on 22 February 1998. At the time of the elevation
of Brunei to Apostolic Vicariate in
October 2004, Pope Wojtyła also
chose him as the first Vicar Apostolic
of Brunei, assigning him the titular
See of Puzia in Numidia.
He was ordained a bishop in early
2005 by Apostolic Nuncio, Archbishop Salvatore Pennacchio, in the
Cathedral of the capital city, Bandar
Seri Begawan; co-consecrants were
Metropolitan Archbishop John Ha
Tiong Hock of Kuching and ‘his’
Bishop Lee Kok Hin. As his motto he
chose Duc in altum, from the Gospel of
Luke (5:4), which Saint John Paul II
adopted as the leitmotif of the Apostolic Letter Novo millennio ineunte, published at the end of the 2000 Jubilee.
He served as Vice-president of the
Episcopal Conference of Malaysia,
Singapore and Brunei (BCMSB) from
2017, after serving two years as its
Secretary General.
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic,
both he and Cardinal José Fuerte
Advincula, Archbishop of Capiz,
Philippines, were unable to participate in the Consistory of 28 November 2020, and for this reason the
berretta, ring and seal with his assigned Title were consigned thereafter by a representative of the Pontiff. On 16 December 2020 he was
named a member of the Congregation for the Clergy, and two days later
he arranged for a gift to be sent to the
Bishop of Rome, personally delivered by Cardinal Tagle, Prefect of the
Congregation for the Evangelization
of Peoples: a statuette of Mary
“Queen of Heaven and Earth”, the title by which she is venerated by the
Catholic community of Brunei, as a
sign of his gratitude for having
counted among the College of Cardinals the pastor of a tiny Church in a
mission land.
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Reforming Book VI of the Code of Canon Law
Apostolic Constitution

Pascite Gregem Dei

Francis
Apostolic Constitution
PASCITE GREGEM DEI
Reforming
Book VI of the
Code of Canon Law
“Tend the flock of God that is your
charge, not by constraint but willingly, as God would have you” (cf. 1
Pet 5:2). The inspired words of the
Apostle Peter are echoed in those of
the Rite of Episcopal Ordination:
“Our Lord Jesus Christ, who was
sent from the Father to redeem the
human race, himself sent twelve
apostles into the world. Filled with
the power of the Holy Spirit, they
were to preach the Gospel, and
gathering all peoples into one flock,
they were to sanctify and govern
them…. Through the wisdom and
prudence of the bishop, Christ himself leads you on your earthly pilgrimage toward eternal happiness”
(cf. Ordination of a Bishop, of Priests, and
of Deacons, second typical edition,
English translation, 2018, pp. 41,
43). Bishops are thus called to govern “by counsel, exhortation and example, as well as by their authority
and sacred power” (Lumen Gentium,
27), inasmuch as charity and mercy
demand that a Father also make every effort to correct deviations.
In her earthly pilgrimage, the
Church has established from apostolic times laws and rules of conduct
that down the centuries took shape
as a cohesive body of binding norms
safeguarding the unity of God’s
People. Bishops are responsible for
ensuring that these rules be obeyed,
for they reflect the faith that we all
profess and from which their binding force is drawn; founded upon
that faith, they manifest the maternal mercy of the Church, which is
ever concerned for the salvation of
souls. Since those norms are meant
to govern the life of the community
in the course of time, they must take
account of changes in society and
new needs of the People of God, for
which reason it is at times necessary
to modify and adapt them to
changed circumstances.
Amid
today’s
rapid
social
changes, “we are experiencing not
simply an epoch of changes but an
epochal change” (Address to the Roman
Curia for the Exchange of Christmas Greetings, 21 December 2019). It has thus
become clear that a fitting response

to the needs of the Church throughout the world calls for a revision of
the penal discipline in the Code of
Canon Law promulgated by Saint
John Paul II on 25 January 1983, so
that the Church’s pastors can employ it as a more flexible means of
correction and salvation, capable of
being applied swiftly and with pastoral charity in order to avoid more
serious evils and to bring healing to
injuries caused by human weakness.
To this end, my Venerable Predecessor Benedict XVI in 2007 ordered the Pontifical Council for
Legislative Texts to begin the process of revising the penal regulations
contained in the 1983 Code. In carrying out this task, the Dicastery
made concrete efforts to determine
new needs, to identify the limitations and flaws of the current legislation, and to indicate possible clear
and simple solutions. That study
was carried out in a spirit of collegiality and cooperation, with the assistance of experts and bishops, with
a view to adapting eventual solutions to the varying needs and cultures of the local Churches.
A first draft of the new Book VI
of the Code of Canon Law was subsequently drawn up and sent to all
Episcopal Conferences, the Dicasteries of the Roman Curia, Major
Superiors of Religious Institutes,
Faculties of Canon Law and other
ecclesiastical Institutions for their
observations. In the meantime, a
number of canonists and experts in
penal law worldwide were also consulted. The responses from this preliminary consultation were collected
and submitted to a group of experts,
who revised the draft in light of
those suggestions and then submitted them once more to the consultors for careful review. After further
revisions and discussions, the final
draft was examined in the Plenary
Session of the Members of the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts.
Lastly, after incorporating the corrections from the Plenary Session,
the text was consigned to the Roman Pontiff in February 2020.

The observance of penal law is
binding on the whole People of
God, but responsibility for its correct application — as stated above —
lies specifically with the bishops and
the superiors of individual communities. It is a task that cannot be separated in any way from the munus
pastorale entrusted to them, and is to
be carried out as a concrete and essential requirement of charity, not
only towards the Church, the Christian community and potential injured parties, but also towards those
who commit crimes and are themselves in need of the Church’s mercy
and correction.
In the past, great damage was
done by a failure to appreciate the
close relationship existing in the
Church between the exercise of
charity and recourse — where circumstances and justice so require —
to disciplinary sanctions. This manner of thinking — as we have learned
from experience — risks leading to
tolerating immoral conduct, for
which mere exhortations or suggestions are insufficient remedies. This
situation often brings with it the
danger that over time such conduct
may become entrenched, making
correction more difficult and in
many cases creating scandal and
confusion among the faithful. For
this reason, it becomes necessary for
bishops and superiors to inflict
penalties. Negligence on the part of
a bishop in resorting to the penal
system is a sign that he has failed to
carry out his duties honestly and
faithfully, as I have expressly pointed out in recent documents, including the Apostolic Letters issued Motu Proprio As a Loving Mother (4 June
2016) and Vos Estis Lux Mundi (7 May
2019).
Charity thus demands that the
Church’s pastors resort to the penal
system whenever it is required, keeping in mind the three aims that
make it necessary in the ecclesial
community: the restoration of the
demands of justice, the correction of
the guilty party and the repair of
scandals.

As I observed recently, canonical
sanctions also have a reparative and
salvific end, and are primarily directed to the good of the faithful. In
this sense, they represent “a positive
means for the realization of the
Kingdom and for rebuilding justice
in the community of the faithful,
who are called to personal and common sanctification” (Address to Participants in the Plenary Session of the Pontifical Council for Legislative Texts, 21
February 2020).
Therefore, in continuity with the
overall features of the canonical system, in accordance with the
Church’s tradition as consolidated
over time, the new text introduces
various modifications to the law
presently in force and introduces
several new types of crime, corresponding to the growing need in
various communities to ensure the
restoration of justice and order that
the delict infringed.
The text has also been improved
from a technical aspect, especially
with regard to fundamental issues of
criminal law, such as the right to
self-defense, the prescription of penal action, and the need for greater
precision in the determination of
penalties, consonant with the requirements of penal law, thus providing ordinaries and judges with
objective criteria for identifying the
most appropriate sanction in individual cases.
The revision also respects the
principle of reducing cases in which
the imposition of a sanction is left to
the discretion of authorities, so that
in the application of penalties, servatis de iure servandis, ecclesial unity
will be fostered, especially in the
case of those delicts that cause the
greatest harm and scandal in the
community.
In light of the foregoing, by this
Apostolic Constitution I promulgate the revised text of Book VI of
the Code of Canon Law as ordered
and revised, in the hope that it will
be an instrument for the good of
souls and that its prescriptions will
be applied by the Church’s pastors,
whenever necessary, with justice and
mercy, in the awareness that it is
part of their ministry, as a duty of
justice — an eminent cardinal virtue
— to impose punishment when the
good of the faithful demands it.
Lastly, in order that all may have
full and ready access to the provisions in question, I decree that this
revision of Book VI of the Code of
Canon Law be promulgated by
publication in L’Osservatore Romano,
entering into force beginning on 8
December 2021, and that it be inserted thereafter in the Official
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On the island of migrants where

Diary from Lampedusa
From our correspondent
MARINA PICCONE
The girl is crouching in a corner
of the ship all alone. Her hair is dishevelled and her little face is covered with dust. She is trying to escape notice as she hides behind the
other 60 passengers on the Coast
Guard patrol boat, transferred from
the trawler that had rescued them.
The doctor knows he has to be
quick. A lone child is easy prey to
male traffickers, for whom she can
be worth a lot of money. So he approached her and, once he was sure
that her parents were not with her,
he took her with him to the clinic.
He quickly discovered that she was
affected by “dinghy disease”, a term
he had invented. It is a serious burn
caused by gasoline leaking from the
tanks of the boats that, when mixed
with salt water, creates a toxic substance that corrodes skin and flesh.
The doctor also discovered that the
little girl had been sexually abused
and endured incredible suffering, as
she told him with the help of a cultural mediator. Anila is 11 years old,
she is from Nigeria and she wants to
find her mother who left her when
she was three. She had lived with
her grandmother until she died,
then she decided to set out on a
journey. “Where is your mom?”, the
doctor asked. “In Europe”, she
replied. “Where in Europe?”. Silence. “Do you know what Europe
is, Anila?”. “No”.

9 May, 4:00 p.m.
The Horror
“I entered a hold dark as night
and as hot as hell, lowering myself
from a hatch, without being able to
see what was underneath, I put my
feet on a floor of piled up corpses; I
saw the bulkheads stained with
blood naked men had scratched
with their nails trying to escape
their death trap; I cut off the fingers
of drowned children to discover
their genetic identity; I cut umbilical cords to separate dead mothers
from living children and dead children from lifeless mothers. I saw
Horror, I touched it, I walked on it,
I felt its breath and heard its voice. I
took it home every night. It has
been my companion for almost thirty years and I hate it with my whole
being but, whenever I saw a glimmer of light in all that darkness —
when I helped a young woman give
birth or when I saved a patient with
hypothermia — I also loved it”,
Pietro Bartolo recounts in the book
entitled Le stelle di Lampedusa (The
Stars of Lampedusa).
From afar, one can discern an indistinct mass of people on the

Favarolo Pier, wrapped in yellow
thermal blankets that shimmer in
the wind. The boats keep arriving,
bringing memories, images and feelings with them, which burst into an
incessant flow of words. “In one of
the last boats to arrive there were
mainly women with small children”,
Bartolo says. [He is a doctor who
has worked on Lampedusa for almost 30 years and is now an MEP
with the S&D Group, and vice president of the Civil Liberties and Internal Affairs commission]. “One of
the girls told me that she had been
raped in Libya, even by a group,
several times. “But you know”, she
said, “I didn’t care. I was out of my
body, I felt nothing. My only
thought was to arrive and nothing
could stop me. I had to think of my
family. And now I am here. I made
it”. These people are not afraid of
anything, they defy everything and
everyone; they have tremendous
motivation. It is for them, for all
those I have met, that I fight, and
for all those who will come”.
Bartolo, since becoming famous,
thanks to Fuocoammare, the documentary film by Gianfranco Rosi, which
won the Golden Bear award at the
Film Festival in Berlin in 2016, and
received an Oscar nomination for
Best Documentary, travels tirelessly
around Italy and Europe to bear
witness. He goes to schools, associations, universities, organizations, —
wherever he is invited. He takes
with him a USB key on which he
has recorded the most significant
photos and videos of his experience.
The pictures are often stark, difficult to bear, but he considers them
necessary to make people understand, imagine even for a moment,
the drama of the people who face
the journey of their life and often of
their death. On every occasion he
talks non-stop, without a pause, as
though sharing a history could
lighten the weight of memories, the
weight of all the pain in the world.
Anila can only remember a few
digits of her mother’s phone number which her grandmother had
made her memorize. After numerous attempts, the doctor managed
to contact someone who, he discovered later, was Monique, the social
worker taking care of Anila’s mother, Carla. Meanwhile, the child was
welcomed at a Foster Home in
Palermo run by nuns. And when
one day, the doctor finally managed
to put daughter and mother in contact via telephone they all cried.
Monique, the nuns, Carla and Anila, who after eight years of silence,
were talking at last. But it was only
the beginning of another odyssey,
more paradoxical, less violent but
none the less distressing. Anila and
Carla would have to deal with the
black hole of bureaucracy.

5:30 p.m.
The son who came
from the sea
It all started in the
days following the
shipwreck of 3 October 2013, which cost
368 people their life,
an event engraved in
the memory of the islanders. “I was in Via Roma and on
the steps of a pavement I noticed a
boy with a sad face and red eyes. I
approached him and asked him how
he was feeling”, Lillo Maggiore recounted. He is employed in a
school. “He told me that he was one
of the survivors of the shipwreck.
Our friendship started at that moment, indeed, even much more than
that”. Alex, 22, had escaped from
Eritrea and military service. He had
travelled through Libya from where
he had embarked for Italy. Then the
tragedy happened and the meeting
with Lillo, in whose house he would
spend the daytime during the next
three months. At night he had to return to the hotspot, where all the
survivors had been transferred. In
the following days, Teame, 21,
joined him, also an Eritrean, whom
he had met on the journey. “We let
them use the computer and gave
them the house keys so they could
come and go as they pleased”. The
family had grown but Lillo, his wife,
who works in the municipal police,
and their two daughters felt they
wanted to do something more. “We
wanted to take in an unaccompanied minor, one of the many who arrive on the island who are housed in
the Reception Centre, in conditions
that are unsuitable for children deprived of everything”. So, in
November, they began to do the
necessary paperwork. But time was
passing and nothing happened.
“Children kept on coming and we
felt more and more disheartened. I
went from house to house to collect
games, stuffed toys and clothes for
the little guests at the Centre to try
to give them some joy in life without being able to do more”. Then,
the long-awaited news arrived. Our
request had been accepted.
Seydou arrived at the Maggiore
family’s home in January 2014.
Alex, meanwhile had been moved
to a Reception Centre in Sicily from
which he had escaped, and was now
in Holland, while Teame, who now
lives in Norway, left shortly afterwards. Seydou was 16 and came
from Senegal. “He didn’t know a
word of Italian”, Lillo said. “We immediately enrolled him at a school,
in the eighth grade, and he learned
our language in six months. Then
he graduated from a Hotel School.
We learned later that he had left his
pregnant wife behind. Seydou only

met his daughter two years ago,
when he returned to his country for
a couple of months: enough time to
procreate another child, this time a
boy”. Alex and Teame also got married and procreated, so, now, Lillo
and his wife are grandparents to
seven grandchildren. On 3 October
each year, those young people, now
almost 30 years old and well settled,
return to Lampedusa on the occasion of what has become the National Day in memory of the victims
of immigration and they meet with
those whom they consider to be
their family.
Seydou works in a supermarket
on the island and is doing the paperwork in order to bring over his
wife and children as well. When he
turned 18, Lillo told him that he was
now free to go wherever he wanted,
that he was no longer obliged to
stay with them. “If you don’t want
me I’ll go away but if you want me
I’ll stay. You are my family”, the boy
replied. “But who is sending you
away, Seydou? We fought so hard to
have you. You are part of us. You
are the son who came from the
sea”.
Carla works as a prostitute on the
streets of Marseilles. That’s where
Monique found her. It was not easy
to get in touch with the woman because the powerful Nigerian mafia
threatens its victims. Voodoo rituals
intimidate them and they are too
afraid to ask for help. Having won
her trust, Monique learnt what happened to Carla. Her story was one
of immense pain, dramatic separations, crushing feelings of guilt, unspeakable humiliation: an infernal
life.

6:30 p.m.
The Gateway to Europe
The architectural monument towers towards the sky on rocky, barren
ground above the sea. The Gateway
to Europe, created by the artist
Mimmo Paladino, is a commemorative monument to all the migrants
who perished at sea, inaugurated on
28 June 2008. It is five meters high
and three meters wide, decorated
with objects found on the beach after the long series of shipwrecks
over the years — shoes, shoe-laces,
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bowls — with no exit. A door open
to Africa. We are on the last
promontory of Sicily, the beginning
or the end of the European continent. The monument, subjected to
inclement weather and the corrosive
action of salt, is in a serious state of
disrepair and the MEP, who
launched a fundraising campaign to
save it, came to inspect it with technicians and experts to see how this
can be done.
Bartolo often comes here. He
climbs up the dusty path from the
old port and sits on his “armchair”,
a large flat stone, looking out to sea.
“What happened to the 130 migrants who were left to die at sea
last April is unacceptable. People
must be saved. We have the duty to
welcome and integrate them and
not to build walls or make agreements with Countries where we
know all too well how they treat
them. They are marginalized, tortured, enslaved, discarded, as the
Pope says, and we must take action
to ensure that this changes”. Indeed, it was to change this state of
affairs that Bartolo has become an
activist, writer and, in 2019, a MEP,
where he is the shadow rapporteur
of the Ramm Dossier, which concerns the new pact on migration.
“But who would have thought it?
My mission is that of a doctor not
of a politician. But we must work in
every way to make it clear that migration is a structural phenomenon,
not an emergency. We need to take
this issue seriously and acknowledge
that these people can help us; because we are in great difficulty from
a social, economic and demographic
standpoint. In 2020 there was a 30%
drop in the birth-rate compared to
ten years ago. If we continue like
this, Italy is destined to disappear
and Europe will turn into a great
RSA. Who will bear the welfare expenses, who will pay for the pensions, who will sustain the real economy made up of manpower, of
labourers, of people who go into the
vineyards, to the fields, who milk
the cows, who build houses? If we
really do not want to look at it from
a human point of view, let us consider it egotistically. Migrants represent an opportunity. By integrating
them, making them legal, they
would pay taxes and repopulate the
Country. We need them, more than
they need us”.
“You must be patient!, they tell
her. Anila does not understand.
Aged 11, she crossed the desert and
the sea alone, she survived imprisonment in Libya and shipwrecks to
find her mother and now that she
has succeeded, must she still wait?
Why? For a while she tried to adapt
to the new environment but then
the crises began. Strong, violent.
She needs her mother. But the reunification procedure is slow. The
child has attempted to commit sui-

cide several times. The doctor, who
is in charge of the complicated bureaucratic and diplomatic operations with France, and who has tried
to involve others in an effort to unravel the intricate affair, feels increasingly helpless. There is no time
to lose. Every day could prove fatal.

Pope Francis in Lampedusa on 8 July 2013
holding the cross built by Francesco Tuccio from
the remains of migrants’ boats

7:30 p.m.
“Let’s collect them”
“At that time I wasn’t working
and so I went fishing every day with
my friend Onder”. Costantino
Baratta, a bricklayer, still has vivid
memories of that fateful 3 October.
“That day, around 7:00 in the morning, we set out and after five minutes sailing we saw a multitude of
people floundering in the water and
crying for help. Onder and I exchanged looks, and one word: “Let’s
get them”. Onder was at the controls and I started loading them.
The first was a naked boy I couldn’t
catch because he was covered in
diesel oil and slipped away. Then I
caught two by the belt of their
trousers and then others. In all there
were 11-12. We were overloaded, the
boat only measured five meters and
ran the risk of capsizing. A few meters away was the Coast Guard patrol boat, which came to the rescue,
and we transferred the people. Then
we set out again. At one point, we
saw a woman’s body. She seemed to
be dead but then she raised her
hand and gasped in a weak voice:
“Help me, help me!”. We immediately took her on board. She was
sick, she was trembling. I gave her
my vest so that she could dry herself
and warm up a bit. She needed
medical attention and we took her
immediately to the Port Authority.
Then, around 8:30, we returned to
shore. Later we went to the clinic.
We wanted news of the young woman. She and the other four girls who
had been taken there had ingested
salt water and diesel but were now
better. One of the two boys I had
hoisted out by the belt of his
trousers, had, on the other hand,
been transferred to the hospital in
Palermo by helicopter”.
The memorial for the dead was
held in the airport hangar. An unforgettable scene for those present.
An endless number of coffins: three
hundred and sixty-seven. One less
because among the dead there was a
mother who had just given birth
and Bartolo had not wanted to cut
the umbilical cord so as to leave her
and her little son united forever.
“When I saw the little white coffins,
I shed a tear. It is very rare that I
cry but it happened then”, Costantino recalled. “There were scenes of
despair among the survivors,
screams, crying, fainting. There
were those who had lost a brother,
some a husband, some a son. In the
crowd, I recognized the girl we had

taken on board. When she saw me,
she threw her arms around my neck
shouting, “He’s the one who saved
me, he’s the one who saved me!”.
Lwam was 23, from Eritrea. In the
following days she developed
bronchial pneumonia and was taken
to hospital, but she came out of it
quickly. A few days later she was already in Sweden, her destination.
Costantino still hears from her, “and
from all the others who passed
through my house, which had
turned into an internet point during
those months they stayed at the
hotspot. Now the boys are in
Northern Europe, married and have
children. We are their Italian family.
They never miss an opportunity to
thank us. “We are reborn” — they
say, “we have two birthdays to celebrate, the one on which we came into the world and the one on which
we were saved”. Lwam too is always
present. When my son got married
she came”.
It took many months before Anila and Carla could reunite. Indeed,
it was an unforgettable day for everyone, of immense joy and memorable hugs. Little Anila accomplished an epic feat. With her extraordinary determination, not only
did she find her mother but she
saved her from a tragic fate.

8:30 p.m.
The cry of Lampedusa
A simple but powerful idea. The
idea of a cross made from the wood
of the migrant boats came to
Francesco Tuccio, a carpenter and
artist, with a wife and four children.
“I saw women, men and children
coming continually and I couldn’t
rest. I felt compelled to do something. I felt angry; I wanted more
attention for them and for the island
that was so completely abandoned
by the institutions”. So, one day in
April before Easter, Francesco went
to the boat cemetery, took two
planks and made his first cross.
That was in 2009. “We carried it in
procession. It was our cry to shake
consciences”. The cry of Lampedusa
has reverberated all over the world.
Everyone wants those crosses.
Francesco receives orders from Australia, South America and Great

Britain. One of them is exhibited at
the British Museum. With the
parish priest Francesco had the idea
to send one to the Pope, with a letter. And 40 days later Pope Francis
decided to make his first Apostolic
Journey to Lampedusa. It was 8 July 2013. “A dream come true”, said
the artist, who for the occasion,
built the ambo, the altar and the
crosier. “Pope Francis also wanted a
chalice that I was very fond of and
had specially kept. He was offered a
variety but he chose that very one.
Could I say ‘no’ to the Pope?”.

10 May, 9:00 a.m.
The Bulletin of arrivals estimates
that another 1,000 migrants will arrive between yesterday and tonight.
At the moment there are 2,400,
among whom is a two-month-old
baby with scabies and a stomatitis
that makes it difficult to feed him.
He was immediately transferred to
Palermo with his 19-year-old mother. Two pregnant women who could
no longer feel their infants moving
were also admitted to hospital and
two seriously injured men, one with
a head wound and the other with an
infected wound on his thigh. They
both came from centres in Libya.
The hotspot is overcrowded and the
quarantine ships have other people
on board. For the moment the new
arrivals will stay on the Favarolo
Pier, close together. “It was predictable. When the fine weather
starts, more of them set out”, Bartolo sighs discouraged. “Europe must
immediately find a remedy for this
situation and ensure that these people can arrive safely through humanitarian corridors and regular
channels. The question must be
faced with intelligence, foresight, rationality, not as we have done up to
now, with opposition, walls, barbed
wire, repatriation. If things do not
change, in ten years we will be left
saying the same thing all over again.
It is unacceptable!”.
Anila and Pietro contact each
other almost every day. Now the girl
is 14 but she looks older. She has
long blue pigtails and coloured nail
polish. In the last video message,
beautiful and brightly smiling, she
greets her friend cheerfully. “I’m
fine, my mother fine. I love you very
much. And I thank you”. Bartolo
looks at her with tenderness and for
the first time smiles. A glimmer of
light in the darkness.
Anila’s story is told in the book entitled “Le
Stelle di Lampedusa” (The Stars of
Lampedusa), by Pietro Bartolo [Oscar
Mondadori, 2018]).
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Two young witnesses of the Church in Myanmar killed going to the parish to organize aid for the displaced

T

Alfred and Patrick

PAOLO AFFATATO

hey were killed mercilessly by snipers.
Alfred Ludo and Patrick Bo Reh were
two young Burmese Catholics who
brought food and humanitarian aid to
the internally displaced in the city of
Demoso, Kayah state. In this city located in eastern Myanmar, in the territory
of the Diocese of Loikaw, the clashes
between the regular army and the peoples’ defence forces, which arose spontaneously in resistance to the military
oppression, are intense. But there is a
notable inequality of forces in the field:
the artillery of Tatmadaw (the regular
Burmese army) indiscriminately bombs
the city, hitting houses, churches, including two Catholic, hospitals, and
creating thousands of displaced people.
Since early February, Alfred and
Patrick had been among those young

Pascite Gregem
Dei
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Commentary Acta Apostolicae
Sedis.
I further decree that, with
the entry into force of the new
Book VI, the present Book VI
of the Code of Canon Law be
abrogated, anything to the
contrary
notwithstanding,
even if worthy of particular
mention.
Given in Rome, at Saint
Peter’s, on the Solemnity of
Pentecost, 23 May 2021,
the ninth year of my
Pontificate.
FRANCIS
[Text of the new Book VI of the
Code of Canon Law can be accessed
at: https://press.vatican.va/content/
salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/
2021/06/01/210601b.html]

people who had chosen non-violent
protest against the military junta that
came to power with a coup d'état. The
two youths, like thousands of their
peers, saw their dreams shattered and
the ideals of a prosperous and democratic future suddenly vanish. Saint
Joseph’s Church, which was struck by
mortar fire, is where Alfred and Patrick
grew up, came to know and love the
Gospel and received the sacraments.
And, in the enthusiasm of their 18
years, they decided to stake their youth
to follow Christ, the way, the truth and
life. Thus, they did not hesitate when
the parish got them involved with the
volunteers who now aid and feed the
displaced. It was precisely as they were
making their way to the church by motorbike, to coordinate aid services, that
they were hit by bullets that left no way
out. They knew it was risky to move
about but they had said their fiat, to
bring urgent aid to the defenceless,
needy, suffering people who had been
welcomed into convents, parish halls,
chapels and schools.
Their sacrifice has left a deep mark
on the community that celebrated their
funerals [on Saturday, 28 May ]. “They
are martyrs”, said Joe Thein, a local
Catholic, to L’Osservatore Romano. Moses
M. Chanmon, a teacher, said “we can’t
help but praise and follow the example
of these heroes”. A relative of Alfred remarked, “we are very saddened by the
loss of two of our young people, but we
are proud of them. They gave their lives
for their neighbour, after Jesus’ example”.
The military targets young people,

cracking down on opponents, resulting
in thousands of teenagers being arrested, tortured, disappeared or killed
across the country. UNICEF sounded
the alarm, reporting that at least 53
youths under 18 have been killed in
Myanmar since the army took over,
and at least one thousand have been
arrested without access to lawyers or
their families. The generals governing
the nation fear them in particular due
to their attachment to democratic ideals and human rights. The sniper
killings are meant to intimidate them
but, according to Catholics in Demoso
they will have the opposite effect. “Alfred and Patrick’s deaths will make
young Burmese people even more
united. They will find greater strength
and determination within themselves
for the fight for a future with justice,
peace and democracy”, said local
priest Fr Philip Aung Nge.

The Pope’s invocation at the end of the Marian month

May the Lord protect the world from the pandemic
On Monday afternoon, 31 May, in the Vatican Gardens, Pope Francis presided over
the recitation of the Rosary before the image
of the Virgin Mary “Untier of Knots”, at the
conclusion of the “Marathon of Prayer” for
an end to the Covid-19 pandemic and the
resumption of social and work activities. In
joining with the Holy Father in the prayer
were first communicants, young people who
have recently been confirmed, newlyweds,
scouts, families, expecting couples and religious. The following is a translation of the
Pope’s words.
At the conclusion of this Marathon
of Prayer to ask for an end to the
pandemic and the full resumption of
the pastoral and social life, I am
particularly pleased to thank the Dicastery for the New Evangelization
and the 30 shrines, which during
this month have taken turns in leading the prayer of the Rosary under
the presidency of individual Bishops. I have seen much participation
among the People of God, who

through the media and the efforts of
so many Shrines throughout the
world have reached millions of people, who with one voice have raised
their prayer to the Holy Mother of
God.

It is thanks to the Diocese of
Augsburg that the image of Knotenlöserin [“Untier of Knots”] — today
venerated in this open-air Shrine —
has arrived. A beautiful copy by the
painter Ana Maria Berti.
We continue to ask the Lord to

protect the whole world from the
pandemic, and that everyone, without exception, will soon be given the
opportunity to protect themselves
through vaccination.
Good evening, thank you and
pray for me.

