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Pope visits Dicastery for
Communication

Go with courage
to encounter
people
ANDREA MONDA
“Let reality slap you”, said Pope
Francis, speaking with this newspaper’s editorial staff, who welcomed his visit to Palazzo Pio,
headquarters of Vatican Media.
It was a morning rich with strong
emotions, moments we will not
forget. In particular, a highly intense moment was when the
Pope stopped in the daily’s meeting room and saw how the edito-

Number 70072
At the General Audience, Lidia
Maksymowicz introduced herself to
Pope Francis showing him her arm
with the number 70072. “I was 3
years old — she recounts — and as
soon as I entered the concentration
camp in Birkenau they tore me from
my mother’s embrace to turn me into a guinea pig for “doctor” Men-
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gele. Lidia, first of all, smiles as she
unfastens the cuff of her shirt to roll
up the sleeve and show that number
to Francis. And the Pope, deeply
moved, kissed the woman’s arm, just
where the flesh bears the imprint of
the attempt to erase her identity.
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A telegram of condolences was sent on behalf of the Holy Father by Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin to Bishop Giulio Brambilla of Novara, Italy, in the wake of an accident
that occurred on Sunday, 23 May, involving a cable car on the Stresa-Mottarone funicular
railway in Italy. The following is a translation of the message, which was written in Italian.
The Holy Father Francis has learned with great sorrow the news of the tragic
accident that occurred on the Stresa-Mottarone funicular railway, and wishes
to express to the family members of the victims his closeness and heartfelt
condolences. Thinking with deep emotion of so many lives tragically cut
short while immersed in the wonder of creation, he assures his prayer for
those who perished, for those who mourn them, and for little Eitan, whose
delicate circumstance he is following with trepidation. His Holiness participates in a particular way in the suffering of the local community and of the
Diocese of Novara, and he embraces the beloved Italian people, shocked by
the grave tragedy. While he implores from the Lord comfort for those who
are suffering, he imparts his heartfelt Apostolic Blessing to those who are in
pain.

rial staff constructs this newspaper each morning. “At around
9:00 a.m. we meet to decide what
news to put on the page”, explained the managing editor,
Piero Di Domenicantonio, “always ready to change the layout
because other news arrives later
on. Reality always surprises us”.
The Pope responded, “this fact is
really nice. One thing is our
ideas, and another is reality,
which is stronger, bigger”, and,
he added, “Let reality slap you”,
as he mimed a slap in the face.
Catholic writer Flannery O’Connor said that a good book is one
that gives a slap in the face to the
reader, forcing him to turn his
face to some degree and then
look at the world again from another perspective. This also applies to a good newspaper.
Slapped by the reality that disrupts our frame of mind, we in
turn, as good journalists, should
give a slap to the reader, enabling
them to take a new, fresh, original
and uncommon look at reality,
that something that always surprises us. This would save us
from what ends up turning into
cynicism. Pope Francis’ visit
through the rooms and corridors
of the Vatican Media newsrooms,
had the flavour of this fresh wind,
similar to that “mighty wind” of
CONTINUED
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REGINA CAELI
The Hoy Father’s appeal for Colombia

Dialogue to find just solutions
At the end of the Regina Caeli on Sunday, 23 May, just two weeks
since his last appeal for Colombia, Pope Francis expressed his concern for the “worrying” situation that continues in the country. EarDear Brothers and Sisters,
Buongiorno!
The book of the Acts of the Apostles
(cf. 2:1-11) recounts what happened
in Jerusalem 50 days after the
Pasch of Jesus. The disciples were
gathered in the Upper Room, and
the Virgin Mary was with them.
The Risen Lord had told them to
remain in the city until they had
received the gift of the Spirit from
on High. And this was revealed
with a “sound” they suddenly
heard coming from heaven, like the
“rush of a mighty wind” that filled
the house they were in (cf. v. 2).
Thus, it concerns a real but also
symbolic experience. Something
that happened but also gives us a
symbolic message for our whole
life.
This experience reveals that the
Holy Spirit is like a strong and
freely flowing wind; that is, he
brings us strength and brings us
freedom: a strong and freely flowing wind. He cannot be controlled,
stopped, nor measured; nor can his
direction be foreseen. He cannot
be understood within our human
exigencies — we always try to frame
things — he does not let himself be
framed in our methods and our
preconceptions. The Spirit proceeds from God the Father and
from his Son Jesus Christ and
bursts upon the Church; he bursts
upon each one of us, giving life to
our minds and our hearts. As the
Creed states: he is “the Lord, the
giver of life”. He has authority because he is God, and he gives
life.
On the day of Pentecost, Jesus’
disciples were still disoriented and
fearful. They did not yet have the
courage to go out in the open. We
too, at times, prefer to remain within the protective walls of our surroundings. But the Lord knows
how to reach us and open the
doors to our hearts. He sends upon
us the Holy Spirit who envelops us
and overpowers all our hesitations,
tears down our defences, dismantles our false certainties. The Spirit
makes us new beings, just as he did
on that day with the Apostles: he
renews us, new beings.
After receiving the Holy Spirit
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lier, the Holy Father had reflected on the First Reading of the Solemnity of Pentecost. The following is a translation of the words he shared
in Italian with the faithful gathered in Saint Peter’s Square.

they were no longer as they had
been before — he changed them,
but they went out and began to
preach Jesus, to preach that Jesus
is risen, that the Lord is with us, in
such a way that each one understood them in his or her own language. Because the Spirit is universal; he does not remove cultural
differences, differences of thought,
no. He is for everyone, but each
one understands him in his or her
own culture, in his or her own language. The Spirit changes the
heart, broadens the view of the dis-

A good Cardinal, who was the
Archbishop of Genoa, said that the
Church is like a river: the important thing is to be inside; whether
you are a little on that side and a
little on the other side is not important; the Holy Spirit creates
unity. He used the image of a river.
The important thing is to be inside, in the unity of the Spirit, and
not look at the pettiness that you
are a little on this side and a little
on that side, that you pray in this
way or the other…. This is not of
God. The Church is for everyone,
for everyone, as the Holy Spirit
showed on the day of Pentecost.
Today let us ask the Virgin
Mary, Mother of the Church, to intercede so that the Holy Spirit descends in abundance, fills the
hearts of the faithful and kindles
the fire of his love in everyone.
After the Regina Caeli, the Holy Father
continued:

ciples. He enables them to communicate to everyone the great, limitless works of God, surpassing the
cultural confines and religious confines within which they were accustomed to thinking and living. He
enables the Apostles to reach others, respecting their possibilities of
listening and understanding, in the
culture and language of each one
(vv. 5-11). In other words, the Holy
Spirit puts different people in communication, achieving the unity
and universality of the Church.
And today this truth tells us so
much, this reality of the Holy Spirit, where in the Church there are
small groups who always seek division, to separate themselves from
others. This is not the Spirit of
God. The spirit of God is harmony, it is unity, it unites differences.
ANDREA MONDA
Editor-in-Chief
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Dear brothers and sisters! I entrust to all of your prayers the situation in Colombia, which continues to be worrying. On this solemnity of Pentecost, I pray that the
beloved Colombian people may be
able to welcome the gifts of the
Holy Spirit so that, through serious
dialogue, they can find just solutions to the many problems that especially the poorest suffer, due to
the pandemic. I exhort everyone to
avoid, for humanitarian reasons,
behaviours that are damaging to
the population as they exercise
their right to peaceful protest.
Let us also pray for the people
of Goma, in the Democratic Republic of Congo, forced to flee due
to the eruption of the great volcano, Mount Nyiragongo.
Tomorrow the Catholic faithful
in China will celebrate the Feast of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Help of
Christians and heavenly Patroness
of their great country. The Mother
of the Lord and of the Church is
venerated with particular devotion
in the Sheshan Shrine in Shanghai,
and is invoked assiduously by
Christian families, in the trials and
hopes of daily life. How good and
how necessary it is that the mem-
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bers of a family and of a Christian
community are ever more united in
love and in faith! In this way, parents and children, grandparents
and grandchildren, pastors and
faithful can follow the example of
the first disciples who, on the
solemnity of Pentecost, were united
in prayer with Mary as they awaited the Holy Spirit. Therefore, I invite you to accompany with fervid
prayer the Christian faithful in China, our dearest brothers and sisters,
whom I carry in the depth of my
heart. May the Holy Spirit, protagonist of the Church’s mission in
the world, guide them and help
them to be bearers of the Good
News, witnesses of goodness and
charity, and builders of justice and
peace in their country.
And speaking of tomorrow’s celebration, Mary Help of Christians,
a thought to the Salesian men and
women, who work so very much in
the Church for those who are farthest away, for the most marginalized, for young people. May the
Lord bless you and lead you forward with many holy vocations!
Tomorrow the “Laudato Si’ Year”
concludes. I thank those who have
participated with many initiatives
throughout the world. It is a journey that we must continue together, listening to the cry of the Earth
and of the poor. For this reason the
“Laudato Si’ Platform”, a seven-year
operative course, will begin immediately to guide families, parish
and diocesan communities, schools
and universities, hospitals, businesses, groups, movements, organizations, religious institutes to adopt
a sustainable lifestyle. And best wishes to all those animators who today
receive the mandate to spread the
Gospel of Creation and to care for
our common home.
I cordially greet all of you, those
from Rome, from Italy and other
countries. I see here Poland, Mexico, Chile, Panama and so many
others…. I see flags there: Colombia. Thank you for being here! In
particular I greet the youth of the
Focolare Movement…. They are
boisterous, these Focolari! And the
participants in the “Walk of friendship with law enforcement”.
I wish everyone a happy Sunday.
And please, do not forget to pray
for me. Enjoy your lunch! Arrivederci!
Many greetings to you!
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GENERAL AUDIENCE
The Holy Father’s catechesis on prayers

Awaiting the Lord’s grace
with humility and patience
At the General Audience on Wednesday
morning, 26 May, continuing his series of
catecheses on prayer, the Holy Father spoke
about the certainty that our prayers are
heard by God even when our requests are not
granted. The following is a translation of the
Pope’s words which he offered in Italian
from the Vatican’s Saint Damasus courtyard.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
There is a radical objection to
prayer, which derives from an observation that we all make: we pray, we
ask, and yet sometimes our prayers
seem to go unheard: what we have
asked for — for ourselves or for others — is not fulfilled. We often have
this experience. If the reason for
which we prayed was noble (such as
intercession for the health of a sick
person, or for the end of a war, for
instance), the non-fulfilment seems
scandalous. For example, for wars:
we are praying for wars to end, these
wars in so many parts of the world.
Think of Yemen, think of Syria,
countries that have been at war for
years, for years. Countries ravaged
by wars; we pray, and they do not
come to an end. But how can this
be? “Some even stop praying because they think their petition is not
heard” (Catechism of the Catholic Church,
2734). But if God is Father, why
does he not listen to us? He who assured us that he gives good things
to his children who ask for them (cf.
Mt 7:10), why does he not respond
to our requests? We have all experi-

Go with courage
to encounter
CONTINUED
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Pentecost, that stings the skin
and takes us out of the listlessness of habit which, for those
who have a routine job, is always
the most dangerous risk (“functionalism is lethal”, he said at the
end of his visit in the “Marconi
Hall”), a risk that actually extinguishes the vocational strength of
our communication which is first
and foremost at the service of the
Church’s mission. Thank you,
Holy Father, for having been
here, close to and among us, and
for having awakened and, paternally, flustered us with the fresh
wind of your presence.
A.M.

enced this: we have prayed, prayed,
for the illness of a friend, of a father,
of a mother, and then they were
gone. But God did not grant our request! It is an experience we have all
had.
The Catechism offers us a good
summary of the matter. It puts us on
guard against the risk of not living
an authentic experience of faith, but
of transforming the relationship
with God into something magical.
Prayer is not a magic wand: it is a
dialogue with the Lord. Indeed,
when we pray we can fall into the
risk that it is not we who serve God,
but we expect it to be He who serves
us (cf. 2735). This is, then, a prayer
that is always demanding, that
wants to direct events according to
our own design, that admits no
plans other than our own desires. Jesus, on the other hand, had great
wisdom in teaching us the Lord’s
Prayer. It is a prayer of questions only, as we know, but the first ones we
utter are all on God’s side. They ask
for the fulfilment not of our plan,
but of his will for the world. Better
to leave it to him: “Hallowed be thy
name, thy kingdom come, thy will
be done” (Mt 6:9-10).
And the Apostle Paul reminds us
that we do not even know what is
appropriate to ask (cf. Rm 8:26). We
ask for our necessities, our needs,
things that we want: “But is this
more appropriate or not?” Paul tells
us, we do not even know what we
ought to ask. When we pray, we
need to be humble: this is the first
attitude for going to pray. Just as
there is the habit in many places
that, before going to pray in a
church, women don a veil or people
use holy water as they begin to pray,
so too we must tell ourselves before
praying what is most appropriate;
may God give me what is most appropriate. He knows. When we pray
we must be humble, so that our
words may actually be prayers and
not just idle talk that God rejects.
We can also pray for the wrong reasons: such as to defeat the enemy at
war, without asking ourselves what
God thinks of such a war. It is easy
to write “God is with us” on a banner; many are eager to ensure that
God is with them, but few bother to
check whether they are actually with
God. In prayer, it is God who must
convert us, not we who must convert
God. It is humility. I go to pray but
You, Lord, convert my heart so that
it will ask for what is appropriate,
for what will be best for my spiritual
health.
However, the scandal remains:
when people pray with a sincere
heart, when they ask for things that

correspond to the Kingdom of God,
when a mother prays for her sick
child, why does it sometimes seem
that God does not listen to them?
To answer this question, we have to
meditate calmly on the Gospels.
The accounts of Jesus’ life are full of
prayers: many people wounded in
body and in spirit ask him to be
healed; there are those who pray for
a friend who can no longer walk;
there are fathers and mothers who
bring him their sick sons and
daughters. They are all prayers imbued with suffering. It is an immense chorus that invokes: “Have
mercy on us!”
We see that at times Jesus’ response is immediate, whereas in
some other cases it is delayed: it
seems that God does not answer.
Think of the Canaanite woman who
begs Jesus for her daughter: this
woman has to insist for a long time
to be heard (cf. Mt 15:21-28). She
even has the humility to hear a word
from Jesus that seems a little offensive towards her: we must not throw
bread to the dogs, to the pooches.
But humiliation does not matter to
this woman: her daughter’s health is
what matters. And she goes on:
“Yes, but even the dogs eat the
scraps that fall from the table”, and
Jesus likes this. Courage in prayer.
Or think of the paralytic brought by
his four friends: Jesus initially forgives his sins and only later heals his
body (cf. Mk 2:1-12). On some occasions, therefore, the solution to the
problem is not immediate. In our
life too, each one of us has this experience. Let us look back a little:
how many times have we asked for a
grace, a miracle, let’s say, and nothing has happened. Then, over time,
things have worked out but in
God’s way, the divine way, not according to what we wanted in that
moment. God’s time is not our
time.
From this point of view, the healing of Jairus’ daughter is worthy of
particular attention (cf. Mk 5:21-33).
There is a father who is rushing, out
of breath: his daughter is ill and for
this reason he asks for Jesus’ help.
The Master immediately accepts,
but on their way home another healing occurs, and then news arrives
that the girl has died. It seems to be
the end, but instead Jesus says to the
father: “Do not fear, only believe”
(Mk 5:36). “Continue to have faith”:
because it is faith that sustains

prayer. And indeed, Jesus will awaken that child from the sleep of
death. But Jairus had to walk in the
dark for some time, with only the
flame of faith. Lord, give me faith!
May my faith grow! Ask for this
grace, to have faith. Jesus, in the
Gospel, says that faith moves mountains. But, having real faith. Jesus,
before the faith of his poor, of his
people, is won over; he feels special
tenderness, before that faith. And he
listens.
The prayer that Jesus addresses to
the Father in Gethsemane also
seems to go unheard. “My Father, if
it be possible, let this cup pass from
me”. It seems that the Father does
not listen to him. The son must
drink fully from the cup of the passion. But Holy Saturday is not the
final chapter, because on the third
day, Sunday, is the Resurrection.
Evil is lord of the penultimate day:
remember this well. Evil is never
lord of the last day, no: the penultimate, the moment when the night is
darkest, just before the dawn. There,
on the penultimate day, there is
temptation, when evil makes us
think it has won: “Did you see? I
won!”. Evil is lord of the penultimate day: on the last day there is the
Resurrection. But evil is never lord
of the last day: God is the Lord of
the last day. Because that belongs to
God alone, and it is the day when
all human longings for salvation will
be fulfilled. Let us learn this humble
patience, of waiting for the Lord’s
grace, waiting for the final day. Very
often, the penultimate day is very
hard, because human sufferings are
hard. But the Lord is there. And on
the last day, he resolves everything.

SPECIAL GREETINGS
I cordially greet the Englishspeaking faithful. United in this
month of May with Our Blessed Lady, may we grow in the certainty
that our heavenly Father always
hears our prayers. Upon you and
your families I invoke the joy and
peace of the Lord. May God bless
you!
Lastly, as usual, my thoughts turn
to the elderly, to young people, to the sick
and to newlyweds. I exhort you to nurture prayer because only with it can
we nourish faith, in the light of
which, everything can be understood and welcomed.
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Pope Francis among us to celebrate 160 years of ‘L'Osservatore Romano’

Go with courage
to encounter people

L

etting yourself be surprised,
to the point of being
“slapped” — a truly effective
neologism — by everyday reality is the practical advice
Pope Francis offered to the
women and men of his newspaper, L’Osservatore Romano,
whom he met in the secondfloor newsroom of Palazzo
Pio, following their transfer
there six months ago.
The occasion for the visit
was the celebration of 160
years of the daily paper and
90 years of Vatican Radio.
The Pontiff arrived at
Palazzo Pio by car at 8:50
a.m., accompanied by Msgr
Leonardo Sapienza, Regent
of the Prefecture of the Papal
Household. He was welcomed by Paolo Ruffini, Prefect of the Dicastery for
Communication, and Msgr
Lucio Adrián Ruiz, its Secretary.
The Pope greeted Dicastery directors in the building’s

THE

GIFT

— “Holy Father, what day were you born?”.
— “17 December 1936”.
— “But, on what day of the week, exactly?”.
— “To tell the truth, I don’t remember”.
— “I will tell you myself: it was a
Thursday. You will find it confirmed
in this copy of L’Osservatore Romano
that we thought we would give you
for the occasion”.
As such, our editor-in-chief, Mr Andrea Monda,
presented Pope
Francis with the
gift from the editorial staff: a reproduction of
the first page of
the day Jorge
Mario Bergoglio
was born. And
the Pope
promptly
quipped: “But I don’t see the news!”.
“You’re right”, said Monda, taking
the joke, “sometimes the most important news gets missed!”.
“But in fact”, Francis concluded,
playfully offering a life preserver, “I
was born at 9:00 in the evening, so
[the newspapers] were already out!”.

atrium before taking the elevator to the second floor,
where he greeted representatives of the editorial management team: Director Andrea
Tornielli and Vice Directors,
Sergio
Centofanti
and
Alessandro Gisotti.
Francis then visited L’Osservatore Romano’s newsroom,
accompanied by editor-inchief Andrea Monda. In the
meeting room, the editor-inchief and managing editor
Piero Di Domenicantonio,
introduced him to the daily
life of the newspaper. Francis
was given reproductions of
the first pages of the edition
corresponding to his birth
date, (Thursday, 17 December 1936).
The editor-in-chief also
showed him the first edition
of the newspaper (1 July
1861), the edition with the
Encyclical Fratelli Tutti (4 October 2020) which marked
the return to publishing the
daily on paper — Francis
signed it — and a meaningful
page from the centenary edition published in 1961, with
an article by Jesuit priest
Francesco Pellegrino (“The
pen and the microphone”)
dedicated to the relationship
between the two entities being “celebrated”: L’Osservatore
Romano and Vatican Radio.
The supervisors of the
newspaper’s seven language
editions then took turns in
presenting copies of their
editions to the Holy Father.
Among them were various
copies of the English Edition, which is printed and
distributed by Our Sunday
Visitor in the United States
of America, and the Malay-

alam version, which is translated and printed in India by
Carmel International Publishing House, and then distributed by a dedicated van,
a photo of which was shown
to the Pope. He was also
shown an August 2017 issue
of the Spanish edition that
was dedicated to the centenary of the birth of Bishop
Óscar Romero, which, with
half a million copies, reached
all of Latin America.
The editor-in-chief also
presented the latest edition
of the monthly magazine
“Women Church World” to
Pope Francis who said he appreciates it for its “very interesting” articles such as those
in the latest issue on women
outside the system.
Afterwards in the chapel,
located on the same floor, the
Holy Father recited the
Prayer for the 55th World
Communications
Day,
(“Come and See” — John
1:46. Communicating by Encountering People Where
and as They Are) along with
representatives of several offices of the Dicastery, followed by the recitation of the
Hail Mary.
After taking the elevator to
the fourth floor, Francis was
welcomed warmly by Vatican
Radio -Vatican News journalists who took turns shaking his hand and exchanging
a few words with him, after
which he proceeded to one of
the recording studios where
he offered a live greeting to
listeners of Radio Vaticana
Italia.
Massimiliano
Menichetti, director of Vatican Radio -Vatican News and
Luca Collodi, head of the

Italian channel of the Pope’s
Radio, were at the microphones.
Down on the first floor,
the Pontiff then greeted several employees in the “O pen
Space”, (Sala Francesco
Saverio) the reference room
of the Dicastery’s technology
department.
The Pope’s visit concluded with a meeting in the
Marconi Hall, with representatives of the various language programmes, who
were introduced by the Prefect. Francis returned to the
Vatican by car at 9:50 a.m.
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and 90 years of Vatican Radio

In the Marconi Hall

Functional if
creative
Lastly, during the meeting in the Marconi Hall,
the Pope bid farewell with these words:

During the live broadcast

Our work is to reach everyone
During the live radio broadcast, in response to questions
he was asked, the Pope said the following.
Thank you for your work, for what you do. I
have only one concern — there are many reasons to worry about the Radio, for L’Osservatore
— but one which is very dear to my heart: how
many listen to the Radio, and how many read
L’Osservatore Romano? Because our work is to
reach people: so that the work done here,
which is beautiful, is great, is tiring, reaches
people, be it through translations, or even via

short wave, as you said…. The question you
should ask yourselves is: “How many? How
many does it reach?”, because there is a danger
— for all organizations — the danger of a fine
organization, fine work, but which does not
reach where it is supposed to reach…. A little
like the story of the birth of the mouse: the
mountain that gives birth to the mouse…. Every day ask yourselves this question: how many
people do we reach? How many receive Jesus’
message through L’Osservatore Romano? This is
very important, very important!

An invitation to look forward
FRANCESCA SABATINELLI

D

uring the entire time of
his visit with the working community of the
Dicastery for Communication at Palazzo Pio, the Pope
was accompanied by Paolo Ruffini, Prefect for Holy See communications.
Prefect, eight years since his election as
Supreme Pontiff, on the occasion of the 160
years since the birth of ‘L'Osservatore Romano’ and 90 since that of Vatican Radio,
Francis met the staff of the Dicastery for
Communication at Palazzo Pio….
It was very exciting for everyone, a visit so highly anticipated
that in some way, it confirms us in
our work and tells us that the anniversaries are lived by looking forward and not looking back, that
tell us “look forward to understand
that you can speak to, be read by
people throughout the world and
make it your aim to be heard by
more and more people and read by
ever more people”, and this is what
we do every day, speaking the language of those who listen to us and
working so there may be more and
more and in fact there is always
more, every year they have in-

creased since the Dicastery was
born, also through the internet system, social media, we see how
much we are growing. However, it
is extremely important to never
stop, to think you have never arrived: this is what the Pope invites
us to do.
The Pope also called for going forth with
courage, with much courage….
Courage also in facing the reality that challenges us. He told L’Osservatore Romano to let reality “slap”
them in the face. Reality puts us in
difficulty in many ways, think of
Covid, think of the difficulties we
encounter, think of how we have to
be good in order to “inculturate”
the message in countries so different from one another, in social,
economic and religious situations.
So, allowing reality to slap you is in
line with what he wrote in the message “Come and See” (Message for the
55th World Communications Day, 16
May), which is that reality challenges us in some way, at times it
challenges us in a harsh way, it
slaps us; we have to react with the
strength to transform it, there is
nothing in reality that cannot be
changed. This is a challenge for
the means of communication that,

in some way, shape reality.
In greeting employees, Pope Francis also
invited them to pay attention so as not to
slip into functionalism, but to remain
faithful to a certain type of functionality.
What was he trying to say?
It is something he always repeats regarding form and substance. Functionalism is doing everything as if it were perfect, thinking we are perfect souls, or perfect
institutions, and then in reality
producing nothing. So he challenges us to make sure our work is
creative, free, that it responds to a
mission, to our mission, so freedom is always within a mission, the
“I have to do something and I will
do it in the freest, most creative
way”. Thus the Pope tells us: be
careful not to think of cold, false
perfection, but think of the imperfection of the flesh of each of us;
we are all imperfect; we are all human; our work is always imperfect;
and work in this way so that your
creativity comes: dialogue freely,
what we do every day in our meetings, however it is beautiful to hear
it said by the Pope; it is beautiful
to hear it said by the editor, in
some way, who tells us: do not be
afraid.

Thank you very much for your work. I
am pleased. I have seen you all together, here. I have seen this building well
arranged, and it pleases me. The unity
of work…. The issue is that a system
this large and complicated needs to
function. I am reminded of a habit in
Argentina, when someone was appointed to an important role, the first thing
he would do was to go to “Nordiska”, a
furniture retailer, without looking at his
desk, his office, sent to make everything new, everything perfect, beautiful. It was the first decision that that
minister, that official, would make.
Then, it didn’t work. The important
thing is that all this beauty, all this organization has to function. To function
is to go, to journey…. The great enemy
of functioning well is functionalism.
For example, I am the head of a section; I am the secretary, the boss of that
section. But I have seven undersecretaries.
Everything is always fine, fine. When
someone has a problem, he goes to the
undersecretary who should resolve it,
who says: “Wait a moment, I’ll answer
later”. He goes and calls the secretary…. That is, he is not useful: incapable of deciding, incapable of setting
things right. Functionalism is lethal. It
puts an institution to sleep and kills it.
Be careful not to fall prey to this: it is
not important how many positions
there are, if that office is nice or isn’t
nice. It is important that it functions,
that it is functional, and is not the victim of functionalism. Be very careful,
very careful of this. And when something is functional, it helps creativity.
Your work must always be creative, and
go further, further, further: creative.
This is called functioning. But if a job
is too orderly, in the end it winds up
trapped and does not help. This is the
one thing that, seeing such a beautiful
organization, so well done, seeing all of
you together, I think I should say: be
careful! No functionalism. Yes, functional at the job, what you have to do.
And for a structure to be functional,
each person needs to have sufficient
freedom to function. That they have
the ability to risk and not go to ask permission, permission, permission…: this
paralyzes. Functional, not functionalistic. Understood? Onward, with
courage. Thank you!
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Letter of His Holiness Pope Francis to the Master General of the Order of Preachers

Bring the joy of the Gospel to the peripheries
For the

VIII

Centenary of the Death of Saint Dominic of Caleruega

As this year marks the eighth century of the death of Saint
Dominic of Caleruega, Pope Francis sent a letter, dated 24
May, to Br Gerard Francisco Timoner, OP, Master General of
the Order of Preachers, in recognition of the contributions of
the Order, inspired by its founding Saint, who may “serve as
an inspiration to all the baptized, who are called, as missionary disciples, to reach every ‘periphery’ of our world with the
light of the Gospel and the merciful love of Christ”. The following is the English text of the Holy Father’s letter.

D ominic’s great call was to preach the Gospel
of God’s merciful love in all its saving truth and
redemptive power. As a student in Palencia, he
came to appreciate the inseparability of faith and
charity, truth and love, integrity and compassion.
As Blessed Jordan of Saxony tells us, touched by
the great numbers who were suffering and dying
during a severe famine, Dominic sold his precious
books and, with exemplary kindness established a
center for almsgiving where the poor could be fed
TO BROTHER
(Libellus, 10). His witness to the mercy of Christ
GERARD FRANCISCO
and his desire to bring its healing balm to those
TIMONER, OP
experiencing material and spiritual poverty was to
MASTER GENERAL OF THE
inspire the foundation of your Order and shape
ORDER OF PREACHERS
the life and apostolate of countless Dominicans in
varied times and places. The unity of truth and
raedicator Gratiae: among the titles attribut- charity found perhaps its finest expression in the
ed to Saint Dominic, that of “Preacher of Dominican school of Salamanca, and particularly
Grace” stands out for its consonance with in the work of Friar Francisco de Vitoria, who prothe charism and mission of the Order he posed a framework of international law grounded
founded. In this year that marks the eight hun- in universal human rights. This in turn provided
dredth anniversary of Saint Dominic’s death, I the philosophical and theological foundation for
gladly join the Friars Preachers in giving thanks the heroic efforts of Friars Antonio Montesinos
for the spiritual fruitfulness of that charism and and Bartolomé de Las Casas in the Americas, and
mission, seen in the rich variety of the Dominican Domingo de Salazar in Asia to defend the dignity
family as it has grown over the centuries. My and rights of the native peoples.
prayerful greetings and good wishes go to all the
The Gospel message of our inalienable human
members of that great family, which embraces the dignity as children of God and members of the
contemplative lives and apostolic works of its one human family challenges the Church in our
nuns and religious sisters, its priestly and lay fra- own day to strengthen the bonds of social friendship, to overcome unjust economic and political structures, and to
work for the integral
development of every
individual and people.
Faithful to the Lord’s
will, and prompted by
the
Holy
Spirit,
Christ’s followers are
called to cooperate in
every effort “to give
“St Dominic at table with his brethren” (mid-13th century), Santa Maria della Mascarella, Italy.
birth to a new world,
where all of us are
ternities, its secular institutes and its youth move- brothers and sisters, where there is room for all
ments.
those whom our societies discard, where justice
In the Apostolic Exhortation Gaudete et Exsultate and peace are resplendent” (Fratelli Tutti, 278). May
I expressed my conviction that “each saint is a mis- the Order of Preachers, now as then, be in the
sion, planned by the Father to reflect and embody, forefront of a renewed proclamation of the Gosat a specific moment in history, a certain aspect of pel, one that can speak to the hearts of the men
the Gospel” (No. 19). Dominic responded to the and women of our time and awaken in them a
urgent need of his time not only for a renewed and thirst for the coming of Christ’s kingdom of holivibrant preaching of the Gospel, but, equally im- ness, justice and peace!
portant, for a convincing witness to its summons
Saint Dominic’s zeal for the Gospel and his deto holiness in the living communion of the sire for a genuinely apostolic life led him to stress
Church. In the spirit of all true reform, he sought a the importance of life in common. Again, Blessed
return to the poverty and simplicity of the earliest Jordan of Saxony tells us that, in founding your
Christian community, gathered around the apos- Order, Dominic significantly chose “to be called,
tles and faithful to their teaching (cf. Acts 2:42). At not sub-prior, but Brother D ominic” (Libellus, 21).
the same time, his zeal for the salvation of souls This ideal of fraternity was to find expression in an
led him to form a corps of committed preachers inclusive form of governance, in which all shared
whose love of the sacred page and integrity of life in the process of discernment and decision-makcould enlighten minds and warm hearts with the ing, in accordance with their respective roles and
life-giving truth of the divine word.
authority, through the system of chapters at all levIn our own age, characterized by epochal els. This “synodal” process enabled the Order to
changes and new challenges to the Church’s evan- adapt its life and mission to changing historical
gelizing mission, Dominic can thus serve as an in- contexts while maintaining fraternal communion.
spiration to all the baptized, who are called, as The witness of evangelical fraternity, as a prophetmissionary disciples, to reach every “periphery” of ic testimony to God’s ultimate plan in Christ for
our world with the light of the Gospel and the the reconciliation and unity of the entire human
merciful love of Christ. In speaking of the peren- family, remains a fundamental element of the Donial timeliness of Saint Dominic’s vision and minican charism and a pillar of the Order’s effort
charism, Pope Benedict XVI reminded us that “in to promote the renewal of Christian life and the
the heart of the Church, a missionary fire must al- spread of the Gospel in our own time.
Together with Saint Francis of Assisi, Dominic
ways burn” (Audience of 3 February 2010).

P

understood that the proclamation of the Gospel,
verbis et exemplo, entailed the building up of the entire ecclesial community in fraternal unity and
missionary discipleship. The Dominican charism
of preaching overflowed early into the establishment of the varied branches of the larger Dominican family, embracing all the states of life in the
Church. In succeeding centuries, it found eloquent expression in the writings of Saint Catherine of Siena, the paintings of Blessed Fra Angelico
and the charitable works of Saint Rose of Lima,
Blessed John Macias and Saint Margaret of
Castello. So too, in our own time it continues to
inspire the work of artists, scholars, teachers and
communicators. In this anniversary year, we cannot fail to remember those members of the Dominican family whose martyrdom was itself a powerful form of preaching. Or the countless men and
women who, imitating the simplicity and compassion of Saint Martin de Porres, have brought the
joy of the Gospel to the peripheries of societies
and our world. Here I think in particular of the
quiet witness given by the many thousands of Dominican tertiaries and members of the Dominican
Youth Movement, who reflect the important and
indeed indispensable role of the laity in the work
of evangelization.
On the Jubilee of the birth of Saint Dominic into eternal life, I would like in a particular way to
express gratitude to the Friars Preachers for the
outstanding contribution they have made to the
preaching of the Gospel through the theological
exploration of the mysteries of the faith. By sending the first friars to the emerging universities in
Europe, Dominic acknowledged the vital importance of providing future preachers with a sound
and solid theological formation based on sacred
Scripture, respectful of the questions posed by
reason, and prepared to engage in disciplined and
respectful dialogue in the service of God’s revelation in Christ. The Order’s intellectual apostolate,
its numerous schools and institutes of higher
learning, its cultivation of the sacred sciences and
its presence in the world of culture have stimulated the encounter between faith and reason, nurtured the vitality of the Christian faith and advanced the Church’s mission of drawing minds
and hearts to Christ. In this regard too, I can only
renew my gratitude for the Order’s history of service to the Apostolic See, which dates back to Dominic himself.
During my visit to Bologna five years ago, I was
blessed to spend some moments in prayer before
the tomb of Saint Dominic. I prayed in a special
way for the Order of Preachers, imploring for its
members the grace of perseverance in fidelity to
their founding charism and to the splendid tradition of which they are heirs. In thanking the Saint
for all the good that his sons and daughters accomplish in the Church, I asked, as a particular
gift, for a considerable increase of priestly and religious vocations.
May the celebration of the Jubilee Year shower
an abundance of graces upon the Friars Preachers
and the entire Dominican family, and usher in a
new springtime of the Gospel. With great affection, I commend all taking part in the Jubilee celebrations to the loving intercession of Our Lady of
the Rosary and your patriarch Saint Dominic, and
cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing as a pledge
of wisdom, joy and peace in the Lord.
FRANCIS
Rome, from Saint John Lateran, 24 May 2021
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Address of His Holiness Pope Francis for the Presentation of Letters of Credence

Imploring the gift of peace
for the Holy Land
‘Tomorrow evening, the Catholic Ordinaries of the Holy
Land, together with their faithful, will gather to celebrate the
Vigil of Pentecost in Saint Stephen’s Church in Jerusalem
and to implore the gift of peace. I take this occasion to ask
all the pastors and faithful of the Catholic Church to unite
themselves spiritually with this prayer”. Pope Francis made
this appeal during his audience with the nine new Ambassadors he received on Friday, 21 May, in the Clementine
Hall, for the presentation of their Letters of Credence. The
following is the English text of the Holy Father’s address,
which he delivered in Italian.
Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
I am pleased to welcome you as you present the
Letters accrediting you as Ambassadors Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of your countries to
the
Holy
See:
Singapore,
Zimbabwe,
Bangladesh, Algeria, Sri Lanka, Barbados, Sweden, Finland, and Nepal. As the effects of the
coronavirus continue to be felt, travelling remains
difficult, and so I thank each one of you for your
presence here today. I would ask you to convey to
the Heads of State whom you represent my sentiments of gratitude and esteem for themselves
and for their noble mission at the service of their
people.

As a result of the pandemic, the
social and economic crisis worldwide has become all the more severe. On a personal level, many
have lost loved ones and their
means of livelihood. Families in
particular are facing grave economic difficulties and often lack
adequate social protection. The
pandemic has made us more conscious of our interdependence as
members of the one human family
and our need to be attentive to the
poor and the vulnerable in our midst. As we seek
to emerge from the present crisis, our societies are
challenged to take concrete, and indeed courageous, steps to develop a global “culture of care”
(cf. Message for the 2021 World Day of Peace) that can
inspire new relationships and structures of cooperation in the service of solidarity, respect for human dignity, mutual assistance and social justice.
Sadly, the pandemic has also made us acutely
aware that the international community is experiencing “a growing difficulty, if not the inability,
to seek common and shared solutions to the
problems of our world” (Address to the Diplomatic

Message for the Feast of Vesakh 2021

Buddhists and Christians
Promoting a Culture of Care and Solidarity
The Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue has published a letter to all “Buddhist Friends”, expressing greetings and best wishes on the occasion of Vesakh. Signed by
the Council President, Cardinal Miguel Ángel Ayuso
Guixot, MCCJ, and its Secretary, Msgr Indunil
Janakaratne Kodithuwakku Kankanamalage, the Letter
expresses the Council’s wish to “strengthen our bonds of
friendship and further unite us in service to the human
family”, particularly amid the “dramatic situation of the
Covid-19 pandemic”. The following is the English text of
the letter.
Dear Buddhist Friends,
1. On behalf of the Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue, I am writing to you on the
occasion of the feast of Vesakh to offer my heartfelt greetings. It is my prayer that this annual
feast of the birth, enlightenment, and passing
away of Gautama Buddha may bring joy, serenity, and hope to the hearts of Buddhists
throughout the world.
2. The current world situation, tragically
marked by the Covid-19 pandemic, challenges
the followers of all religions to collaborate in
new ways at the service of the human community. In his Encyclical Fratelli Tutti, signed in Assisi
on 3 October 2020, Pope Francis reiterated the
urgency of a universal solidarity that allows humanity to overcome together the difficult crises
that threaten it, because “no one is saved alone”
(Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 32).
3. The Vesakh greetings, of which we celebrated the 25th anniversary last year, have highlighted many of the values we hold in common and
the wisdom that supports the collaboration we
foster, especially in addressing times as hard as
the present one. The suffering caused by the

Covid-19 pandemic has made us aware of our
shared vulnerability and interdependence. We
are called to discover and practice the solidarity
enshrined in our respective religious traditions.
As Pope Francis says, “ancient stories, full of
symbolism, bear witness to a conviction which
we today share, that everything is interconnected, and that genuine care for our own lives and
our relationship with nature is inseparable from
fraternity, justice and faithfulness to others.”
(Pope Francis, Message for the World Day of Peace, 1
January 2021).
4. The Buddhist teaching on Brahma Viharas
(Four Heavenly Abodes or Virtues) offers us a
timeless message of solidarity and active care. In
speaking about mettā (loving kindness), it exhorts followers to extend boundless love to all.
“As a mother even with her life protects her only
child, so let one cultivate immeasurable lovingkindness towards all living beings” (Mettā Sutta).
As the Buddha taught, practitioners are equally
encouraged to “make haste in doing good
deeds; one should restrain one’s mind from evil;
for the mind of one who is slow in doing good
tends to take delight in doing evil” (Dhammapada, 116).
5. May this dramatic situation of the Covid-19
pandemic strengthen our bonds of friendship
and further unite us in service to the human
family, adopting “a culture of dialogue as the
path; mutual cooperation as the code of conduct; reciprocal understanding as the method
and standard” (Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 285).
6. Dear Buddhist friends, these are the
thoughts that I wish to share with you this year.
Let us look forward to the future with hope and
serenity. Happy Feast!

Corps, 8 February 2021). In this regard, I think of
the need to confront such pressing global issues
as migration and climate change, as well as the
humanitarian crises that they often bring in their
wake. I think too of the economic debt that burdens many countries struggling to survive and the
“ecological debt” that we owe to nature itself, as
well as to peoples and countries affected by human-induced ecological degradation and loss of
biodiversity. These issues are not simply political
or economic; they are questions of justice, a justice that can no longer be ignored or deferred. Indeed, they entail a moral obligation towards future generations, for the seriousness with which
we respond to them will shape the world we leave
to our children.
In the development of a global consensus capable of responding to these ethical challenges
facing our human family, your work as diplomats
is of paramount importance. For its part, the
Holy See, through its diplomatic representations,
and its activity within the international community, supports every effort to build a world in which
the human person is at the centre, finance is at
the service of an integral development, and the
earth, our common home, is protected and cared
for. Through her works of education, charity and
healthcare worldwide, the Church seeks to advance the integral development of individuals
and peoples, and in this way contribute to the
cause of peace.
In this regard, my thoughts turn to the events
taking place these days in the Holy Land. I thank
God for the decision to halt the armed conflicts
and acts of violence, and I pray for the pursuit of
paths of dialogue and peace. Tomorrow evening,
the Catholic Ordinaries of the Holy Land, together with their faithful, will gather to celebrate
the Vigil of Pentecost in Saint Stephen’s Church
in Jerusalem and to implore the gift of peace. I
take this occasion to ask all the pastors and faithful of the Catholic Church to unite themselves
spiritually with this prayer. May every community
pray to the Holy Spirit “that Israelis and Palestinians may find the path of dialogue and forgiveness, be patient builders of peace and justice, and
be open, step by step, to a common hope, to coexistence among brothers and sisters” (Regina
Caeli, 16 May 2021).
Dear Ambassadors, with these thoughts, I now
offer you my prayerful good wishes for the responsibilities you now undertake, and I assure
you of the support and assistance of the offices of
Holy See in the fulfilment of your duties. Upon
you and your families, your colleagues and coworkers, and all your fellow citizens, I cordially
invoke God’s blessings of wisdom, strength and
peace.
The biographies of the new Ambassadors may be found on:
www.osservatoreromano.va/en
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Pentecost Sunday

On Sunday, 23 May 2021, Pope Francis
celebrated Mass for Pentecost in Saint Peter’s Basilica. In his homily he observed that
Pentecost is the celebration of Jesus’ gift of
“the Holy Spirit, the ultimate gift, the gift of
gifts”, who, as Paraclete, is both our comfort
and our advocate. The following is the English text of the Holy Father’s reflection,
which he shared in Italian.
“When the Paraclete comes, whom I
will send to you from the Father…”
(Jn 15:26). With these words, Jesus
promises to send his disciples the
Holy Spirit, the ultimate gift, the
gift of gifts. He uses an unusual and
mysterious word to describe the
Spirit: Paraclete. Today let us reflect
on this word, which is not easy to
translate, for it has a number of
meanings. Essentially, it means two
things: Comforter and Advocate.
The Paraclete is the Comforter. All of
us, particularly at times of difficulty
like those we are presently experiencing due to the pandemic, look
for consolation. Often, though, we
turn only to earthly comforts,
ephemeral comforts that quickly
fade. Today, Jesus offers us heavenly
comfort, the Holy Spirit, who is “of
comforters the best” (Sequence). What
is the difference? The comforts of
the world are like a pain reliever:
they can give momentary relief, but
not cure the illness we carry deep
within. They can soothe us, but not
heal us at the core. They work on the
surface, on the level of the senses,
but hardly touch our hearts. Only
someone who makes us feel loved
for who we are can give peace to our
hearts. The Holy Spirit, the love of
God, does precisely that. He comes
down within us; as the Spirit, he acts
in our spirit. He comes down “within the heart”, as “the soul’s most welcome guest” (ibid). He is the very
love of God, who does not abandon
us; for being present to those who
are alone is itself a source of comfort.
Dear sister, dear brother, if you
feel the darkness of solitude, if you
feel that an obstacle within you
blocks the way to hope, if your heart
has a festering wound, if you can see
no way out, then open your heart to
the Holy Spirit. Saint Bonaventure
tells us that, “where the trials are
greater, he brings greater comfort,
not like the world, which comforts
and flatters us when things go well,
but derides and condemns us when
they do not” (Homily in the Octave of the
Ascension). That is what the world
does, that is especially what the hostile spirit, the devil, does. First, he
flatters us and makes us feel invincible (for the blandishments of the
devil feed our vanity); then he flings
us down and makes us feel that we
are failures. He toys with us. He
does everything to cast us down,
whereas the Spirit of the risen Lord
wants to raise us up. Look at the
apostles: they were alone that morn-

Homily of His Holiness Pope Francis for Pentecost

A divided Church
forgets the Holy Spirit
ing, alone and bewildered, cowering
behind closed doors, living in fear
and overwhelmed by their weaknesses, failings and their sins, for they
had denied Christ. The years they
had spent with Jesus had not
changed them: they were no different than they had been. Then, they
received the Spirit and everything
changed: the problems and failings
remained, yet they were no longer
afraid of them, nor of any who
would be hostile to them. They
sensed comfort within and they
wanted to overflow with the comfort
of God. Before, they were fearful;
now their only fear was that of not
testifying to the love they had received. Jesus had foretold this:
“[The Spirit] will testify on my behalf; you also are to testify” (Jn
15:26-27).
Let us go another step. We too
are called to testify in the Holy Spirit, to become paracletes, comforters. The
Spirit is asking us to embody the
comfort he brings. How can we do
this? Not by making great speeches,
but by drawing near to others. Not
with trite words, but with prayer and
closeness. Let us remember that
closeness, compassion and tenderness are God’s “trademark”, always.
The Paraclete is telling the Church
that today is the time for comforting. It is
more the time for joyfully proclaiming the Gospel than for combatting
paganism. It is the time for bringing
the joy of the Risen Lord, not for
lamenting the drama of secularization. It is the time for pouring out
love upon the world, yet not embracing worldliness. It is more the
time for testifying to mercy, than for
inculcating rules and regulations. It

is the time of the Paraclete! It is the
time of freedom of heart, in the Paraclete.
The Paraclete is also the Advocate. In
Jesus’ day, advocates did not do
what they do today: rather than
speaking in the place of defendants,
they simply stood next to them and
suggested arguments they could use
in their own defence. That is what
the Paraclete does, for he is “the
spirit of truth” (v. 26). He does not
take our place, but defends us from
the deceits of evil by inspiring
thoughts and feelings. He does so
discreetly, without forcing us: he
proposes but does not impose. The
spirit of deceit, the evil one, does the
opposite: he tries to force us; he
wants to make us think that we must
always yield to the allure and the
promptings of vice. Let us try to accept three suggestions that are typical of the Paraclete, our Advocate.
They are three fundamental antidotes to three temptations that today are so widespread.
The first advice offered by the
Holy Spirit is, “Live in the present”.
The present, not the past or the future. The Paraclete affirms the primacy
of today, against the temptation to let
ourselves be paralyzed by rancour or
memories of the past, or by uncertainty or fear about the future. The
Spirit reminds us of the grace of the
present moment. There is no better
time for us: now, here and now, is
the one and only time to do good, to
make our life a gift. Let us live in the
present!
The Spirit also tells us, “Look to
the whole”. The whole, not the part.
The Spirit does not mould isolated
individuals, but shapes us into a

Church in the wide variety of our
charisms, into a unity that is never
uniformity. The Paraclete affirms the
primacy of the whole. There, in the
whole, in the community, the Spirit
prefers to work and to bring newness. Let us look at the apostles.
They were all quite different. They
included, for example, Matthew, a
tax collector who collaborated with
the Romans, and Simon called the
zealot, who fought them. They had
contrary political ideas, different visions of the world. Yet once they received the Spirit, they learned to
give primacy not to their human
viewpoints but to the “whole” that is
God’s plan. Today, if we listen to the
Spirit, we will not be concerned with
conservatives and progressives, traditionalists and innovators, right
and left. When those become our
criteria, then the Church has forgotten the Spirit. The Paraclete impels
us to unity, to concord, to the harmony
of diversity. He makes us see ourselves
as parts of the same body, brothers
and sisters of one another. Let us
look to the whole! The enemy wants
diversity to become opposition and
so he makes them become ideologies. Say no to ideologies, yes to the
whole.
The third advice of the Spirit is,
“Put God before yourself”. This is
the decisive step in the spiritual life,
which is not the sum of our own
merits and achievements, but a humble openness to God. The Spirit affirms the primacy of grace. Only by
emptying ourselves, do we leave
room for the Lord; only by giving
ourselves to him, do we find ourselves; only by becoming poor in
spirit, do we become rich in the
Holy Spirit. This is also true of the
Church. We save no one, not even
ourselves, by our own efforts. If we
give priority to our own projects, our
structures, our plans for reform, we
will be concerned only about effectiveness, efficiency, we will think only in horizontal terms and, as a result, we will bear no fruit. An “—ism”
is an ideology that divides and separates. The Church is human, but it is
not merely a human organization, it
is the temple of the Holy Spirit. Jesus brought the fire of the Spirit to
the earth and the Church is reformed by the anointing of grace,
the gratuity of the anointing of
grace, the power of prayer, the joy of
mission and the disarming beauty of
poverty. Let us put God in first
place!
Holy Spirit, Paraclete Spirit, comfort our hearts. Make us missionaries of your comfort, paracletes of
your mercy before the world. Our
Advocate, sweet counsellor of the
soul, make us witnesses of the “today” of God, prophets of unity for
the Church and humanity, and apostles grounded in your grace, which
creates and renews all things.
Amen.

