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Pope’s closeness to
India as it struggles
against Covid-19

World Day of Migrants and Refugees 2021

Towards An Ever
Wider “We”

Reuters

The Holy Father sent a Message to the Archbishop of Bombay and President of the Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of India, for the Covid-19
health emergency in the country. The following is
the English text of the Pope’s message.
TO Cardinal
OSWALD GRACIAS
Archbishop of Bombay
President of the Catholic Bishops’
Conference of India

(Angel Medina G./Epa)

“No one should be excluded”
Pope Francis said in his message
for the 2021 World Day of Migrants and Refugees, stressing
the importance of inclusiveness,
fraternity and the need to care for
our common home or face God’s
judgement.
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After offering his greeting to the faithful at the General Audience on Wednesday, 6
May, the Pope launched a new appeal to recite, in the month of May, the Rosary for
the end of the pandemic. Before imparting his blessing, the Holy Father led the recitation of the Lord’s Prayer, then shared the following words in Italian.
In this month of May, led by the shrines scattered throughout the
world, we are reciting the Rosary to pray for the end of the pandemic
and for the resumption of social activity and work. Today, the Shrine
of the Blessed Virgin of the Rosary in Namyang, South Korea will
lead this Marian prayer. We unite ourselves to all those gathered in
this shrine, praying especially for children and adolescents.
FOR
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At this time when so many in India are
suffering as a result of the present
health emergency, I am writing to convey my heartfelt solidarity and spiritual
closeness to all the Indian people, together with the assurance of my prayers
that God will grant healing and consolation to everyone affected by this grave
pandemic.
My thoughts go above all to the sick
and their families, to those who care for
them, and in particular to those who are
mourning the loss of their loved ones. I
think too of the many doctors, nurses,
hospital workers, ambulance drivers
and those working tirelessly to respond
to the immediate needs of their brothers and sisters. With deep appreciation
I invoke upon all of them God’s gifts of
perseverance, strength and peace.
In a particular way, I am united to
the Catholic community in your country, with gratitude for its works of charity and fraternal solidarity carried out
in the service of all; I think especially of
the generosity shown by so many committed young people. I join you in
commending to the Lord’s infinite mercy the faithful who have lost their lives,
not least the great numbers of priests
and men and women religious. In these
days of immense grief, may we all be
consoled in the hope born of Easter
and our unshakeable faith in Christ’s
promise of resurrection and new life. To
all I send my blessing.
Rome, from Saint John
Lateran, 6 May 2021
FRANCISCUS
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Motu Proprio
On transparency in the management of public finance

Faithfulness in matters
of little account

With a Motu Proprio published on Thursday, 29 April, Pope Francis added new articles to the General Regulations of the Roman Curia, introducing measures to ensure
transparency in the management of public finances, eliminate conflicts of interest, patronage and corruption among those holding positions of authority in curial offices, institutions associated with the Holy See or responsible to it, and the administrative offices of
the Governorate of Vatican City State. The
following is a translation of the Holy Father’s document.

Apostolic Letter issued
“Motu Proprio”
by the Supreme Pontiff
FRANCIS
regarding provisions on
transparency in the
management of
public finances
Faithfulness in matters of little account is related, according to Scripture, to faithfulness in those of
greater account. Likewise, dishonesty in matters of little account is related to dishonesty in those of
greater (cf. Lk 16:10).
The Holy See, in adhering to the
United Nations Convention against
Corruption (Merida Convention),
has decided to follow best practices
for preventing and combating corruption in its various forms. With
the Apostolic Letter issued Motu
Proprio on 19 May 2020, containing
“Norms on Transparency, Control
and Competition in Public Contracts of the Holy See and Vatican
City State”, fundamental safeguards
were set in place to combat corruption in the area of public contracts.
However, since corruption can also
occur in various ways and forms in
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other sectors than the latter, international regulations and best practices
provide for specific requirements of
transparency on the part of those
holding key positions in the public
sector, so as to prevent and combat,
in every sector, conflicts of interest,
patronage and corruption in general.
Considering that all those who
serve in the Dicasteries of the Roman Curia, the institutions associated with the Holy See or responsible
to it, and the administrative offices
of the Governorate of Vatican City
State have a particular responsibility
to demonstrate the fidelity spoken of
in the Gospel by acting in accordance with the principle of transparency and in the absence of any
conflict of interest, I establish the
following:
§1 In the General Regulation of
the Roman Curia, at the end of Article 13, the following article is to be
inserted: “Article 13b.
§1 Persons employed or to be employed at
functional levels C, C1, C2 and C3, including Cardinal Heads of Dicasteries or Heads
of Institutions, and those having functions of
active jurisdictional administration or of
control and supervision as indicated in §2,
including the persons referred to in articles
10, 11 and 13§1 of the present Regulation
and article 20 of the Regulation for the lay
managerial staff of the Holy See and Vatican City State, must sign a declaration upon
taking up their office or appointment, and
every two years thereafter, in which they certify:
a) that they have not been convicted in final instance of any crimes of fraud in Vatican City State or abroad and, in relation to
the same, have not benefited from any pardon, amnesty, clemency or other similar measures, or been acquitted by prescription;
b) that they are not subject to pending
criminal proceedings or, to the best of the
declarant’s knowledge, to investigations for
offences of participation in a criminal organization; corruption; fraud; terrorism or
connections to terrorist activities; laundering
of profits of criminal activities; exploitation
of minors, forms of trafficking in or exploitation of human beings, tax evasion or avoidance.
c) that they do not hold, even through a
third party, cash or investments, including
shareholdings or interests of any kind in
companies and businesses, in countries included in the list of jurisdictions with a high
risk of money laundering or the financing of
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terrorism, as identified by provision of the
Supervisory and Financial Information Authority, unless the declarant or his or her
blood relatives up to the third degree are resident in said countries or have established
domicile therein for proven reasons of family,
work or study;
d) that all movable and immovable properties owned or held by the declarant, or payments of any kind received by the declarant
originate, to the best of the declarant’s
knowledge, from lawful activities and do not
constitute proceeds or profit of crime;
e) that to the best of their knowledge, they
do not hold shareholdings or interests of any
kind in companies or businesses that operate
for purposes and in sectors contrary to the
Social Doctrine of the Church;
f) that they do not hold, even through a
third party, cash or investments, including
shareholdings or interests of any kind in
companies or businesses in countries included
in the list of non-cooperative jurisdictions for
tax purposes identified by provision of the
Secretariat for the Economy, unless the
declarant or his or her blood relatives up to
the third degree are resident in said countries
or have established domicile therein for reasons of family, work or study, and such assets
have been declared to the competent tax authorities.
§2 By functions of active administration
are meant those involving participation in
proceedings that entail the assumption of financial commitments of any kind by the Institution. The jurisdictional functions referred to in paragraph 1 are solely judicial.
Paragraph 1 shall not apply to the support
staff of monitoring and oversight bodies. The
offices and positions to which the obligations
of declaration under this paragraph apply
are identified by provision of the Office of the
Auditor General, as the anti-corruption authority.
§3 The declaration referred to in paragraph 1 shall be kept by the Secretariat for
the Economy in the personnel file of the
declarant. A copy of the same is forwarded to
the Secretariat of State, for matters of its
competence.
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§4 Where reasonable grounds are present,
the Secretariat for the Economy, making use
of the competent bodies of the Holy See or of
the Vatican City State, may verify the truthfulness of the declarations presented.
§5 Without prejudice to cases of criminal
liability, an unfiled declaration or a false or
mendacious declaration constitutes a serious
disciplinary offence in accordance with Article 76, §1, no. 2) and entitles the Holy See
to a claim for any damage incurred.
§2 In Article 40, paragraph 1, of
the General Regulation of the Roman Curia, the following letter is inserted after letter m): “n) accepting or
soliciting, for themselves or for persons other
than the Institution in which they work, by
reason or occasion of their office, gifts, presents or other benefits of a value greater than
forty Euro”.
§3 The Governorate of Vatican
City State, the Tribunals of Vatican
City State and the Institutions included in the list referred to in Article 1§1 of the Statutes of the Council
for the Economy to which the General Regulation of the Roman Curia
is not applicable must amend their
personnel regulations in accordance
with the provisions of paragraphs 1
and 2 above within ninety days of
the date this Motu Proprio takes effect.
I decree that what has been established is to have immediate, full and
stable effect, also rescinding all incompatible provisions, and that this
Apostolic Letter issued Motu Proprio
be published in “L’Osservatore Romano” on 29 April 2021 and subsequently in the Acta Apostolicae Sedis.
Given in Rome, at Saint Peter’s,
on 26 April 2021, the ninth year
of my Pontificate.
FRANCISCUS
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GENERAL AUDIENCE
Francis continues his series of catecheses on prayer

Contemplation and
charity are synonymous
“There is only one great call in the Gospel,
and it is that of following Jesus on the way
of love”, the Holy Father said at the General
Audience on Wednesday morning, 5 May, as
he continued his series of catecheses on prayer
with a reflection on contemplative prayer. The
following is a translation of the Pope’s words
which he shared in Italian from the private
library of the Vatican's Apostolic Palace.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
Let us continue the catechesis on
prayer and in this catechesis, I
would like to reflect on contemplative
prayer.
The contemplative dimension of
the human being — which is not yet
contemplative prayer — is a bit like
the “salt” of life: it gives flavour, it
seasons our day. We can contemplate by gazing at the sun that rises
in the morning, or at the trees that
deck themselves out in spring green;
we can contemplate by listening to
music or to the sounds of the birds,
reading a book, gazing at a work of
art or at that masterpiece that is the
human face…. When Carlo Maria
Martini was sent to be Bishop of
Milan, he entitled his first Pastoral
Letter The contemplative dimension of life:
the truth is that those who live in a
large city, where everything — we
might say — is artificial and where
everything is functional, risk losing
the capacity to contemplate. First of
all to contemplate is not a way of doing, but a way of being. To be contemplative.
And being contemplative does
not depend on the eyes, but on the

heart. And here prayer enters into
play as an act of faith and love, as
the “breath” of our relationship with
God. Prayer purifies the heart and,
with it, it also sharpens our gaze, allowing it to grasp reality from another point of view. The Catechism describes this transformation of the
heart, which prayer effects, by citing
a famous testimony of the Holy
Curé of Ars who said this: “Contemplation is a gaze of faith, fixed on Jesus. ‘I look at him and he looks at
me’: this is what a certain peasant of
Ars in the time of his holy curé used
to say while praying before the
tabernacle.... The light of the countenance of Jesus illumines the eyes
of our heart and teaches us to see everything in the light of his truth and
his compassion for all men” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2715). Everything comes from this: from a
heart that feels that it is looked on
with love. Then reality is contemplated with different eyes.
“I look at him and he looks at
me!”. It is like this: loving contemplation, typical of the most intimate
prayer, does not need many words.
A gaze is enough. It is enough to be
convinced that our life is surrounded
by an immense and faithful love that
nothing can ever separate us from.
Jesus was a master of this gaze.
His life never lacked the time, space,
silence, the loving communion that
allows one’s existence not to be devastated by the inevitable trials, but
to maintain beauty intact. His secret
was his relationship with his heavenly Father.

Let us think about the Transfiguration. The Gospels place this
episode at the critical point of Jesus’
mission when opposition and rejection were mounting all around him.
Even among his disciples, many did
not understand him and left him;
one of the Twelve harboured traitorous thoughts. Jesus began to speak
openly of the suffering and death
that awaited him in Jerusalem. It is
in this context that Jesus climbs up a
high mountain with Peter, James
and John. The Gospel of Mark says:
“He was transfigured before them,
and his garments became glistening,
intensely white, as no fuller on earth
could bleach them” (9:2-3). Right at
the moment in which Jesus is not
understood — they were going away,
they were leaving him alone because
they did not understand him — in
this moment that he is misunderstood, just when everything seems to
become blurred in a whirlwind of
misunderstanding, that is where a
divine light shines. It is the light of
the Father’s love that fills the Son’s
heart and transfigures his entire Person.
Some spiritual masters of the past
understood contemplation as opposed to action, and exalted those
vocations that flee from the world
and its problems to dedicate them-

selves entirely to prayer. In reality, in
Jesus Christ, in his person and in the
Gospel, there is no opposition between contemplation and action.
No. In the Gospel and in Jesus there
is no contradiction. This may have
come from the influence of some
Neoplatonic philosopher but it surely has to do with a dualism that is
not part of the Christian message.
There is only one great call in the
Gospel, and it is that of following
Jesus on the way of love. This is the
summit and it is the centre of everything. In this sense, charity and contemplation are synonymous; they
say the same thing. Saint John of the
Cross believed that a small act of
pure love is more useful to the
Church than all the other works
combined. What is born of prayer
and not from the presumption of
our ego, what is purified by humility, even if it is a hidden and silent act
of love, is the greatest miracle that a
Christian can perform. And this is
the path of contemplative prayer: I
look at him and he looks at me. This
act of love in silent dialogue with Jesus does so much good for the
Church.

SPECIAL GREETINGS
I cordially greet the Englishspeaking faithful. United in this
month of May with Our Blessed Lady, may we grow in contemplation
of the glory of the risen Saviour. I
invoke upon you and your families
the mercy and peace of God our Father. May the Lord bless you!
Lastly, as usual, my thoughts turn
to the elderly, to young people, to the sick
and to newlyweds. Pray to Mary, an
example of faith and assiduous witness of Christ’s word, in order to obtain Christian strength in life’s
choices and difficulties. My blessing
to you all!

New Co-Patron of the Cycle of Studies in Peace Sciences at the Lateran

CHIRO GRAPHY

José Gregorio Hernández Cisneros
Venezuelan physician José Gregorio Hernández Cisneros,
who was beatified on 30 April in Caracas, has become
Co-Patron of the cycle of studies in Peace Sciences of the
Pontifical Lateran University, instituted by Pope Francis
in November 2018. The following is a translation of the
Chirograph by which the Holy Father established him as
Co-Patron.
Having considered the request of
the Venerable Brother Cardinal
Baltazar E. Porras Cardozo, Apostolic Administrator of the Archdiocese of Caracas, Venezuela, by Letter No. AAC/26-21, of 9 March
2021;
having accepted the petition of the
Rector Magnificus of the Pontifical
Lateran University;

I willingly dispose
that the Venerable Servant of God José Gregorio Hernández Cisneros, Lay Faithful, born
on 26 October 1864 in Isnotú, Venezuela, and
died on 29 June 1919 in Caracas, Venezuela,

whose Beatification was established in the
Archdiocese of Caracas on 30 April 2021, be
made Co-Patron of the Cycle of Studies in Peace Sciences instituted by me at the Pontifical Lateran
University with the Letter The Desire for Peace of
12 November 2018 (in AAS, CX [2018], 17201722), placing him alongside Blessed
John of Peace.
From the Vatican, 26 April 2021
FRANCISCUS

For the Holy Father video message for the
Beatification of physician José Gregorio Hernández
Cisneros visit: www.osservatoreromano.va
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Greek Orthodox Patriarch of Jerusalem

The Light that
enlightens the people
ROBERTO CETERA

“I

t is the most known and followed
liturgical event celebrated here in
the Holy City”. This is how His
Beatitude Patriarch Theophilus
III, Primate of the Orthodox
Church of Jerusalem, talked about the rite of the
“Holy Fire” that, every year, characterizes the
Liturgy of Holy Saturday, which on 1 May — according to the Eastern Christian calendar — attracted thousands of enthusiastic pilgrims.
Every year the Holy Fire brings many enthusiastic followers
of Jesus to Jerusalem. How do you explain the fact that such
a high level of engagement has persisted and grown throughout the centuries?
The ceremony of the Holy Fire has its origins
in the early years of the Church when the liturgical practices of the Church were developed, and it
is one of the most ancient experiences in our tradition in the Church of Jerusalem. We have evidence of this from the itineraries of early pilgrims,
such as Egeria. Year after year both local Christians and pilgrims gather for this moment when
we have a foretaste of the resurrection, which we
call in our tradition the “First Resurrection.” This
represents the light that shone from the tomb
which the myrrh-bearing women experienced. As
we read in the Gospel of Saint Matthew: “After
the sabbath, as the first day of the week was
dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a
great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the
stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow” (Mt 28:13).
This is an experience of the Uncreated Light
that shines from the Holy Tomb and that is symbolized in the lighted candles that spread light
not only throughout the church, but throughout
the world. In every Orthodox church at the beginning of the Easter liturgy the people come forward to receive the light from a candle held by the
priest, and this custom came to them from
Jerusalem. Even in times of persecution and difficulty for the Church of Jerusalem in ages past, the
witness of the Holy Fire has continued.
There are several reasons that account for the
important place of the ceremony of the Holy Fire
in the lives of so many.
First of all, the Holy Fire is a potent sign of the
continuity of the faith of the Church in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. From the same
place from which the Holy Fire emerges every
year, our Lord himself emerged after his three-day
burial, to declare that death had been destroyed
for ever and that the new life of the resurrection is
open to all. The living flame is a witness to the living Lord, the “Father of lights” (Jas 1:17). Christ
himself said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will
have the light of life” (Jn 8:12).
Then we must remember that the Holy Fire reminds us of the mystery of God’s divine life and
our own human existence: our God-created purpose to “become sharers of divine nature” (2 Pet
1:4).
Life itself is a great and sacred mystery, and this
life has been given to the human family in the creation.
We are drawn into the mystery of God’s divine
life in this early life in a range of ways — in the
sacraments, and most especially in the Divine Eu-

charist. The human heart is profoundly susceptible to the divine initiative of God. This divine initiative finds its greatest focus in the divine-human
encounter here in the Holy Land, where we are
the living witnesses to our sacred history. So,
where we see the symbols or the evidence of this
mystery of the divine-human encounter, as we do
in the ceremony of the Holy Fire at the very place
where the resurrection happened, people are naturally compelled and moved in their spiritual
lives, and they want to be close to the event and
to be a witness.
But there is more to it even than all this. The
ceremony of the Holy Fire is a truly ecumenical
event, by which we mean that it is a moment that
unites not just Christians, but all people of good
will both from our local communities and from
around the world, without distinction. This is a
moment for Orthodox Christians, of course, but
also for the other Christians who participate, the
Armenians, Copts, and Syrians, as well as for the
Roman Catholics, Anglicans, Lutherans, and
people of other faiths who we know are present in
the church every year for this event. The Holy
Fire gives its light generously to all, so that all
who wish to receive it may know the illumination

that the Uncreated Light brings to our hearts and
minds. The Holy Fire itself is a reflection of the
fire that burns in the heart of every person in
search of God, and so it is no wonder that it continues to attract and inspire thousands of people.
How is the ceremony interpreted within the Orthodox theological tradition? What is the supernatural meaning of this
event?
Occurring as it does on Holy Saturday, the day
before Easter, in Orthodox theology the Holy
CONTINUED
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Message of Patriarch Bartholomew

“A

A new Freedom

s we celebrate
Pascha,
we confess
in
Church that the Kingdom of
God ‘has been already inaugurated, but not yet fulfilled.’ In the light of the
Resurrection, earthly things
assume new significance, because they are already trans-

formed and transfigured.
Nothing is simply ‘given.’
Everything lies in motion toward eschatological perfection”.
Thus wrote ecumenical
Patriarch
Bartholomew,
Archbishop of Constantinople, in his Message for Orthodox Easter, celebrated on
2 May. Highlighting that the
solemnity is not only a religious feast, albeit the most

significant one, he noted that
“every Divine Liturgy, every
prayer and supplication of
the faithful, every feast and
commemoration of Saints
and Martyrs, the honor of
sacred icons, the ‘abundant
joy’ of Christians (2 Cor.
8:2), every act of sacrificial
love and fraternity, the endurance of sorrow, the hope
that never disappoints the
people of God, is a
festival of freedom”.
Indeed, the Patriarch
continued, “all that
we believe, all that we
love, and all that we
hope as Orthodox
Christians is associated with Pascha, from
which everything derives its vividness,
through which everything is interpreted,
and in which everything acquires its true meaning”. Christ’s Resurrection,
the message continues, “is
the response of the Divine
love to the anguish and expectation of man, but also to
the ‘yearning’ of creation
that groans with us”. In the
Resurrection, Bartholomew
added, we can fully grasp the
meaning of “‘let us make
man in our image and likeness’ and of ‘God saw all

that He had made, and behold it was very good’”.
Christ’s triumph over
death thus belongs to everyone, accompanying humanity after the fall that caused
“the suspension of our journey toward the ‘divine likeness’”, the Patriarch explained in his message. With
the Pascha of the Risen
Christ, instead, “the way toward deification through
grace is once again opened
for ‘the beloved of God.”
And thus the “‘great miracle’
is performed which heals the
‘great wound’”, that is,
mankind. The most appropriate image to better describe this “passage” according to Bartholomew is the
icon of the Resurrection kept
in the Chora monastery in
Istanbul in which “we behold the Lord of glory, who
descended ‘to the depths of
Hades’ and conquered the
power of death, to arise as
life-giver from the tomb,
raising with Himself … the
entire human race from beginning to end, as our liberator from the slavery of the
enemy”. This freedom in
Christ, which is a gift of
grace, Bartholomew exCONTINUED
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WORLD DAY

OF

MIGRAN TS

AND

REFUGEES 2021

Lord wants his love to be manifested
and his salvation preached. “The
current influx of migrants can be
seen as a new ‘frontier’ for mission, a
privileged opportunity to proclaim
Jesus Christ and the Gospel message
at home, and to bear concrete witness to the Christian faith in a spirit
of charity and profound esteem for
other religious communities. The
encounter with migrants and
refugees of other denominations and
religions represents a fertile ground
for the growth of open and enriching ecumenical and interreligious dialogue” (Address to the National Directors
of Pastoral Care for Migrants, 22
September 2017).

In his Message for the 107th World Day of
Migrants and Refugees 2021, which will be
observed on Sunday, 26 September, the Holy
Father focuses on the need to see every person
as a brother or sister, embracing an ever
more inclusive “we”, a term “meant to embrace the entire human family, without exception”. The following is the English text of
the Message.

Message of His Holiness Pope Francis

I

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
n the Encyclical Fratelli Tutti,
I expressed a concern and a
hope that remain uppermost
in my thoughts: “Once this
health crisis passes, our
worst response would be to plunge
even more deeply into feverish consumerism and new forms of egotistic
self-preservation. God willing, after
all this, we will think no longer in
terms of ‘them’ and ‘those’, but only
‘us’” (n. 35).
For this reason, I have wished to
devote the Message for this year’s
World Day of Migrants and
Refugees to the theme, Towards An
Ever Wider “We”, in order to indicate a
clear horizon for our common journey in this world.

The history of this “we”
That horizon is already present in
God’s creative plan: “God created
humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male
and female he created them. God
blessed them, and God said to them,
‘Be fruitful and multiply’” (Gen 1:2728). God created us male and female, different yet complementary,
in order to form a “we” destined to
become ever more numerous in the
succession of generations. God created us in his image, in the image of
his own triune being, a communion
in diversity.
When, in disobedience we turned
away from God, he in his mercy
wished to offer us a path of reconciliation, not as individuals but as a
people, a “we”, meant to embrace
the entire human family, without exception: “See, the home of God is
among mortals. He will dwell with
them; they will be his peoples, and
God himself will be with them” (Rev
21:3).
Salvation history thus has a “we”
in its beginning and a “we” at its
end, and at its centre the mystery of
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Towards An
Ever Wider “We”
Christ, who died and rose so “that
they may all be one” (Jn 17:21). The
present time, however, shows that
this “we” willed by God is broken
and fragmented, wounded and disfigured. This becomes all the more
evident in moments of great crisis, as
is the case with the current pandemic. Our “we”, both in the wider
world and within the Church, is
crumbling and cracking due to myopic and aggressive forms of nationalism (cf. Fratelli Tutti, 11) and radical
individualism (cf. ibid., 105). And
the highest price is being paid by
those who most easily become
viewed as others: foreigners, migrants,
the marginalized, those living on the
existential peripheries.
The truth however is that we are
all in the same boat and called to
work together so that there will be
no more walls that separate us, no
longer others, but only a single “we”,
encompassing all of humanity. Thus
I would like to use this World Day
to address a twofold appeal, first to
the Catholic faithful and then all the
men and women of our world, to advance together towards an ever
wider “we”.

A Church that is more and
more “catholic”
For the members of the Catholic
Church, this appeal entails a commitment to becoming ever more
faithful to our being “catholic”, as
Saint Paul reminded the community
in Ephesus: “There is one body and
one Spirit, just as you were called to
the one hope of your calling, one
Lord, one faith, one baptism” (Eph
4:4-5).

Indeed the Church’s catholicity,
her universality, must be embraced
and expressed in every age, according to the will and grace of the Lord
who promised to be with us always,
until the end of the age (cf. Mt
28:20). The Holy Spirit enables us
to embrace everyone, to build communion in diversity, to unify differences without imposing a depersonalized uniformity. In encountering
the diversity of foreigners, migrants
and refugees, and in the intercultural dialogue that can emerge from
this encounter, we have an opportunity to grow as Church and to enrich
one another. All the baptized, wherever they find themselves, are by
right members of both their local ecclesial community and the one
Church, dwellers in one home and
part of one family.
The Catholic faithful are called to
work together, each in the midst of
his or her own community, to make
the Church become ever more inclusive as she carries out the mission
entrusted to the Apostles by Jesus
Christ: “As you go, proclaim the
good news, ‘The kingdom of heaven
has come near.’ Cure the sick, raise
the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out
demons. You received without payment; give without payment” (Mt
10:7-8).
In our day, the Church is called to
go out into the streets of every existential periphery in order to heal
wounds and to seek out the straying,
without prejudice or fear, without
proselytising, but ready to widen her
tent to embrace everyone. Among
those dwelling in those existential
peripheries, we find many migrants
and refugees, displaced persons and
victims of trafficking, to whom the

An ever more
inclusive world
I also make this appeal to journey
together towards an ever wider “we”
to all men and women, for the sake
of renewing the human family,
building together a future of justice
and peace, and ensuring that no one
is left behind.
Our societies will have a “colourful” future, enriched by diversity
and by cultural exchanges. Consequently, we must even now learn to
live together in harmony and peace.
I am always touched by the scene in
the Acts of the Apostles when, on the
day of the Church’s “baptism” at
Pentecost, immediately after the descent of the Holy Spirit, the people
of Jerusalem hear the proclamation
of salvation: “We… Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, and residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and
proselytes, Cretans and Arabs — in
our own languages we hear them
speaking about God’s deeds of power” (2:9-11).
This is the ideal of the new
Jerusalem (cf. Is 60; Rev 21:3), where
all peoples are united in peace and
harmony, celebrating the goodness
of God and the wonders of creation.
To achieve this ideal, however, we
must make every effort to break
down the walls that separate us and,
in acknowledging our profound interconnection, build bridges that
foster a culture of encounter. Today’s migration movements offer an
opportunity for us to overcome our
fears and let ourselves be enriched
by the diversity of each person’s
gifts. Then, if we so desire, we can
transform borders into privileged
places of encounter, where the miracle of an ever wider “we” can come
about.
I invite all men and women in our
world to make good use of the gifts
CONTINUED
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The Light that enlightens the people
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Fire is principally a foretaste of the resurrection.
In both the Eastern and Western traditions of
Easter, fire plays an important role as the herald
of the new life of the resurrection, and so it is with
this ceremony. As the fire bursts forth from the
Holy Tomb, so our Lord Jesus Christ burst from
the tomb on the first Easter morning. In many
cases, lamps that are lit from the Holy Fire are
taken back to other countries where they arrive in
time for the Paschal Liturgy later the same night,
so that the candles that are lit in faraway churches
share directly and intimately in this Paschal celebration in Jerusalem.
The supernatural meaning is the same. The
Holy Fire draws us more closely into the mystery
of the resurrection, and so deepens the conversion
of the soul. It makes the resurrection more real
and immediate to us, and speaks to us too about
the reliability of God’s love for us, encouraging us
in our own commitment in the spiritual life. As
the Bible assures us, God will never leave us or
forsake us (Deut 31:6 and Heb 13:5), and the fact
that this assurance occurs in both the Hebrew
Scriptures as well as in the Christian Scriptures is
a powerful testimony to its universal truth.
Our participation in the ceremony of the Holy
Fire is an experience of the divine-human encounter and is therefore similar to our participation in the Holy Eucharist, which is also a divinehuman encounter as we share in the Body and
Blood of Christ.
What is, in your opinion, the ecumenical dimension of the
Holy Fire rite?
As we have already mentioned, the Holy Fire is
a truly ecumenical event in the fullest sense of
that word.
It is important to remember three things.
The Holy Fire is a sign of unity for the Orthodox, not just of Sister Churches, but also of Orthodox nations that culturally are united by a
common religious tradition. In our day we experience the willingness of all Orthodox Christian
nations to participate in this, and they send delegations to receive the Holy Fire.
Also, fire is a universal religious symbol. Fire is

A new Freedom
CONTINUED
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plained, “strengthens our journey and our
conduct into this new freedom, which also
contains the restoration of our estranged relationship with creation”. Moreover, in this new
condition, mankind is no longer “trapped in
the ‘earthly absolutes’ like ‘the rest, who do
not have hope’” (1 Thess 4:13). Our hope is
Christ, the Patriarch continued: “the existence
fulfilled in Christ, the brilliance and resplendence of eternity” that the “biological boundaries of life are unable to define: death is not
the end of our existence. “Let none fear death,
for the Savior’s death has set us free. He was
held prisoner by it and has annihilated it” to
give us freedom in Christ, which the Patriarch
calls the “‘other creation’ of man”. It is at the
same time “a foretaste and model of the fulfillment and fullness of the Divine Economy
in the ‘now and always’ of the last day, when
the ‘blessed of the Father’ will live person to
person with Christ, ‘seeing Him and seen by
Him’, as they enjoy the fruits of the endless
delight” that emanates from the Almighty.

essential to human life, both the physical and
spiritual. In Christian terms, in the sharing of the
Holy Fire to candles and to lamps, it reminds us
that the life and love of God are shared, but never
diminished, just as the Holy Fire continues to
blaze even as so many individual fires are taken
from it. We call this the “Unsleeping Light,” and
its flame burns unceasingly in the Church of the
Holy Sepulcher, even in times of war and upheaval. So, in and of itself, in its full meaning, the
Holy Fire unites all who come into contact with
it.
We must also remember the unique ecumenical
vocation of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in
which this ceremony occurs. For the Church of
the Holy Sepulcher has a special ecumenical vocation and mission not just among the Christians
of different Churches and confessions, but among
all the peoples of the human race, whatever their
faith and practice. Here in this church for centuries we have lived a unique life in which we see
the oikoumene at work. Every day Christians and
others witness the way in which this church, unlike any other in the world, gathers a great multitude
that no one can count, from every nation, from all tribes and
peoples and languages, who come here to stand before
the throne and before the Lamb (Rev 7:9). This is itself
an even greater miracle than the Holy Fire, for all
miracles must point beyond themselves to God
and to God’s purposes.
This year, as in every year, the other Christian
confessions who share with us in the guardianship
and service of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher
will be gathered with us, not just observing from
their places in the church, but uniting their
prayers with ours in thanksgiving for the resurrection.
This is the ceremony of ceremonies for the
Church of Jerusalem. This is why this specific
Saturday is known in all languages of the region
— Greek, Arabic, and Hebrew — as the “Saturday
of the Light,” and so it has entered into the calendars of the Abrahamic faiths here.
So, the Holy Fire is not just for the Orthodox:
it is a gift from the Orthodox Church to the world
which is in great difficulty and confusion, and
which longs for the true Light that enlightens everyone
(Jn 1:9).
What do you think about the possibility of unifying the date
of Easter for all Christians?
A date for the universal celebration of Easter is
an important one.
We must consider this question in the light of
the ecumenical journey. The true goal of the ecu-

menical journey is the restoration of the common
Chalice to all those who are the followers of
Christ. Our full sacramental unity in faith and
love must always be our goal. In more recent
times this goal has faded into the background,
but we must retrieve it and place it back at the
forefront of our efforts. Only in this way will we
have a chance of fulfilling the words that our
Lord Jesus Christ prayed to his Father when he
said, may they become completely one (Jn 17:23).
Our unity in faith and life is important not just
for the Churches; it is crucial for our common witness to the world. We must remember that our
Lord prayed for the unity of his followers not for
their sake, but so that, as he said, the world may
know that you, Father, have sent me and have
loved them even as you have loved me (Jn 17:23).
It is in this context that we must work towards
a shared date for the celebration of Easter. This is
not a matter of convenience for us; it is a matter of
our witness to the truth and power of the resurrection. All Christians share this fundamental conviction, that our Lord Jesus Christ was raised
from the dead, trampling down death by death, and giving life to those in the tomb (Paschal Troparion). So, a
shared date for the celebration of Easter would be
a true step forward in faithfulness to our Lord’s
prayer for the unity of all his disciples.
The answer is already there. Let us restore our
unity on the foundation that was laid for the faith
by the acknowledgement and acceptance by the
Churches of the Ecumenical Councils. It was the
Council of Nicaea in 325 that set the calculation
of the date of Easter which we follow to this day.
So of course, we want a common date, but we
must take into serious account the fact that the
Bible is made of both the Mosaic Law and the
New Covenant. We have to bear in mind that
there is a process from the Mosaic Law to the
Commandments of Christ. We have no right to
change or confuse the course of sacred history,
which means that Christian Easter must fall after
the Jewish Passover. With these considerations in
mind, we would welcome a common date for
Easter. The Christian Pascha is the very foundation of Christian faith, and the culmination of the
Christian faith is the resurrection: as we read in
the words of Saint Paul, If there is no resurrection
of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and
if Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in
vain (1 Cor 15:13-14).
Thanks to Francesco Patton, Custos to the Holy Land,
for the collaboration to this interview
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REGINA CAELI
Pope launches an appeal to the leaders of Myanmar

The courage to walk the
path of reconciliation
During this Marian month, as we pray the
Rosary, let us “ask our Mother of Heaven to
speak to the hearts of all leaders in Myanmar so that they may find the courage to
walk the path of encounter, reconciliation
and peace”, the Holy Father said at the end
of the Regina Caeli on Sunday, 2 May.
Earlier he had reflected on the day’s Reading from the Gospel of John in which “the
Lord presents himself as the true vine, and
speaks of us as branches”. The following is a
translation of the Pope’s words which he
shared in Italian with the faithful present in
Saint Peter’s Square.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Buongiorno!
In the Gospel of this Fifth Sunday
of Easter (Jn 15:1-8), the Lord presents himself as the true vine, and
speaks of us as branches that cannot
live without being united to him. He
says: “I am the vine, you are the
branches” (v. 5). There is no vine
without branches, and vice versa.
Branches are not self-sufficient, but
depend totally on the vine, which is
the source of their existence.
Jesus insists on the verb “to abide”.
He repeats it seven times in today’s
Gospel reading. Before leaving this
world and going to the Father, Jesus
wants to reassure his disciples that
they can continue to be united with
him. He says, “Abide in me, and I in
you” (v. 4). This abiding is not a
question of abiding passively, of “slumbering” in the Lord, letting oneself
be lulled by life: no, it is not this.
The abiding in him, the abiding in
Jesus that he proposes to us is to
abide actively, and also reciprocally.
Why? Because the branches can do
nothing without the vine, they need

CONTINUED

FROM PAGE

5

that the Lord has entrusted
to us to preserve and make
his creation even more beautiful. “A nobleman went to a
distant country to get royal
power for himself and then
return. He summoned ten of
his slaves, and gave them ten
pounds, and said to them,
‘Do business with these until
I come back’” (Lk 19:12-13).
The Lord will also demand
of us an account of our
work! In order to ensure the
proper care of our common
home, we must become a
“we” that is ever wider and
more co-responsible, in the
profound conviction that

sap to grow and to bear fruit; but the
vine, too, needs the branches, because fruit does not grow on the tree
trunk. It is a reciprocal need, it is a
question of a reciprocal abiding so
as to bear fruit. We abide in Jesus
and Jesus abides in us.
First of all, we need him. The
Lord wants to tell us that before the
observance of his commandments,
before the beatitudes, before works
of mercy, it is necessary to be united
to him, to abide in him. We cannot
be good Christians if we do not
abide in Jesus. With him, instead,
we can do all things (cf. Phil 4:13).
With him we can do all things.
But Jesus needs us too, like the
vine with the branches. Perhaps to
say this may seem bold to us, and so
let us ask ourselves: in what sense does
Jesus need us? He needs our witness.
The fruit that as branches we must
bear, is the witness of our lives as
Christians. After Jesus ascended to
the Father, it is the task of the disciples — it is our task — to continue to
proclaim the Gospel in words and in
deeds. And the disciples — we, Jesus’
disciples — do so by bearing witness
to his love: the fruit to be borne is
love. Attached to Christ, we receive
the gifts of the Holy Spirit, and thus
we can do good to our neighbour,
we can do good to society, to the
Church. The tree is known by its
fruit. A truly Christian life bears witness to Christ.
And how can we achieve this? Jesus
says to us: “If you abide in me, and
my words abide in you, ask whatever
you will, and it shall be done for
you” (v.7). This too is bold: the certainty that what we ask for will be

given to us. The fruitfulness of our
life depends on prayer. We can ask
to think like him, to act like him, to
see the world and things with the
eyes of Jesus. And in this way, love
our brothers and sisters, starting
from the poorest and those who suffer most, like he did, loving them
with his heart and bringing to the
world fruits of goodness, fruits of
charity, fruits of peace.
Let us entrust ourselves to the intercession of the Virgin Mary. She
always remained completely united
to Jesus and bore much fruit. May
she help us abide in Christ, in his
love, in his word, to bear witness to
the Risen Lord in the world.
After the Regina Caeli the Pope continued:
Dear brothers and sisters, Last
Friday in Caracas, Venezuela, José
Gregorio Hernández Cisneros, lay
faithful, was beatified. He was a
physician filled with science and
faith: he was able to recognize the
face of Christ in the sick and, like
the Good Samaritan, he helped
them with evangelical charity. May
his example help us to care for those
who suffer in body and spirit. A
round of applause for the new
Blessed! [Applause]
I send my best wishes to our
brothers and sisters of the Orthodox
Churches and of the Eastern and
Latin Catholic Churches who today,
according to the Julian calendar, cel-

ebrate the solemnity of Easter. May
the Risen Lord fill them with light
and peace and comfort the communities that live in particularly difficult situations. Happy Easter to
them!
We have entered the month of
May, in which popular piety expresses devotion to the Virgin Mary
in many ways. This year it will be
marked by a prayer marathon involving important Marian shrines,
to implore the end of the pandemic.
Yesterday evening there was the first
step, in Saint Peter’s Basilica. In this
context, there is an initiative that is
very close to my heart: that of the
Burmese Church, which invites us to
pray for peace for Myanmar with a
Hail Mary in our daily Rosary. Each
of us turns to our mother when we
are in need or in difficulty. This
month, we ask our Mother of Heaven to speak to the hearts of all leaders in Myanmar so that they may
find the courage to walk the path of
encounter, reconciliation and peace.
With sadness I express my closeness to the people of Israel for the
accident which took place last Friday on Mount Meron, killing 45
people and injuring many. I assure
you of my remembrance in prayer
for the victims of this tragedy and
for their families.
My thoughts today also go to the
Meter Association, which I encourage to continue in its efforts to assist
children who are victims of violence
and exploitation.
And finally, I offer a heartfelt
greeting to all of you present here,
dear people of Rome and pilgrims
from various countries. In particular,
I greet the members of the Political
Movement for Unity founded by
Chiara Lubich 25 years ago: best
wishes and well done, working at the
service of good politics!
And I wish you all a happy Sunday. Please do not forget to pray for
me. Enjoy your lunch. Arrivederci!

Towards An Ever Wider “We”
whatever good is done in
our world is done for present and future generations.
Ours must be a personal
and collective commitment
that cares for all our brothers and sisters who continue
to suffer, even as we work towards a more sustainable,
balanced and inclusive development. A commitment
that makes no distinction
between natives and foreigners, between residents and
guests, since it is a matter of
a treasure we hold in common, from whose care and
benefits no one should be
excluded.

The dream begins
The prophet Joel predicted that the messianic future
would be a time of dreams
and visions inspired by the
Spirit: “I will pour out my
spirit on all flesh; your sons
and your daughters shall
prophesy, your old men shall
dream dreams, and your
young men shall see visions”
(Joel 2:28). We are called to
dream together, fearlessly, as
a single human family, as
companions on the same
journey, as sons and daughters of the same earth that is
our common home, sisters

and brothers all (cf. Fratelli
Tutti, 8).

PRAYER
Holy, beloved Father,
your Son Jesus taught us
that there is great rejoicing
in heaven
whenever someone lost is
found,
whenever someone excluded, rejected or discarded
is gathered into our “we”,
which thus becomes ever
wider.
We ask you to grant the followers of Jesus,

and all people of good will,
the grace to do your will on
earth.
Bless each act of welcome
and outreach
that draws those in exile
into the “we” of community
and of the Church,
so that our earth may truly
become
what you yourself created it
to be:
the common home of all our
brothers and sisters. Amen.
Rome, Saint John Lateran,
3 May 2021
Feast of Saints Philip and
James, Apostles
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A ‘Marathon’ of Prayer
Prayer before the recitation of the Rosary

For all of humanity
sorely tried by the pandemic
On Saturday afternoon, 1 May, Pope Francis presided at the recitation of the Rosary in the Vatican
Basilica, launching the prayer “marathon” that will continue throughout the Marian month of May to
ask for the end of the pandemic. The following is a translation of the Holy Father’s words before the
Rosary.
At the beginning of the month dedicated to Our Lady, we unite in prayer with
all the shrines across the world, with the
faithful and all people of good will, to
entrust into the hands of our Holy
Mother all of humanity, sorely tried by
this period of pandemic.
Each day of this month of May we
will entrust to You, Mother of Mercy,

the many people who have been
touched by the virus and continue to
suffer its consequences: from our deceased brothers and sisters to the families who are living the pain and uncertainty of tomorrow; from the sick to the
doctors, scientists, nurses who are engaged on the front lines of this battle;
from the volunteers to all the profession-

als who have rendered their precious
service in favour of others; from the people in mourning and pain to those who,
with a simple smile and a kind word,
have brought comfort to those in need;
from those — especially women — who
have suffered violence within the walls
of their homes due to forced closure, to
those who wish to enthusiastically resume the rhythms of daily life. Mother
of Relief, welcome us under your mantle
and protect us, sustain us in the hour of
trial and enkindle in our hearts the light
of hope for the future.

Following the recitation

A horizon of hope and peace
After reciting the Rosary, the Pontiff said a concluding
prayer. The following is a translation of his words.
Under your protection we seek refuge, Holy
Mother of God. In the present dramatic situation, full of suffering and anguish that grips the
entire world, we turn to you, Mother of God and
our Mother, and seek refuge under your protection.
O Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes upon
us in this coronavirus pandemic, and comfort
those who are lost and weeping for their deceased
loved ones, sometimes buried in a way that
wounds the soul. Support those who are anguished over their sick because — so as to prevent
contagion — they cannot be close to them. Instil
confidence in those who are anxious about the
uncertain future and the consequences for the
economy and for work. Mother of God and our
Mother, implore for us from God, Father of Mercy, that this hard trial may end and that a horizon
of hope and peace may return. As at Cana, you
intervened with your divine Son, asking him to
comfort the families of the sick and the victims,

May 1: Our Lady of Walsingham in
England (for the deceased);
May 2: Jesus the Saviour and Mother
Mary in Nigeria (for those who could
not say goodbye to their loved ones);
May 3: Our Lady of Częstochowa in
Poland (for the sick);
May 4: Basilica of the Annunciation
in Nazareth (for pregnant women);
May 5: Our Lady of the Rosary in
South Korea (for children and adolescents);
May 6: Our Lady of Aparecida in
Brazil (for young people);
May 7: Our Lady of Peace and Good
Voyage in the Philippines (for families);
May 8: Our Lady of Luján in Argentina (for people involved in communication);
May 9: Our Lady of Loreto in Italy
(for the elderly);

and to open their hearts to trust. Protect the doctors, nurses, healthcare personnel and volunteers
who in this time of emergency are on the front
lines and put their lives at risk to save other lives.
Accompany their heroic efforts and give them
strength, goodness and health. Be close to those
who night and day assist the sick and to the
priests who, with pastoral solicitude and evangelical commitment, seek to help and support everyone. Holy Virgin, enlighten the minds of men and
women of science so that they may find the right
solutions to overcome this virus. Assist the leaders
of nations so that they may work with wisdom,
solicitude and generosity to help those who lack
the necessities of life, planning social and economic solutions with foresight and a spirit of solidarity. Most Holy Mary, touch consciences so
that the enormous sums used to increase and perfect weapons may instead be used to promote adequate studies to prevent similar catastrophes in
the future. Beloved Mother, make the world grow
in the sense of belonging to one great family, in
the awareness of the bond that unites us all, so
that with a spirit of brotherhood and solidarity we

may come to the aid of the many poor and destitute situations. Encourage firmness of faith, perseverance in serving, constancy in praying. O
Mary, comforter of the afflicted, embrace all your
afflicted children and obtain that God intervenes
with his omnipotent hand to free us from this terrible epidemic, so that life may resume its normal
course in serenity. We entrust ourselves to You,
who shine on our path as a sign of salvation and
hope. O merciful, O pious, O sweet Virgin Mary,
may you guide the steps of your pilgrims who
wish to pray to you and love you in the shrines
dedicated to you throughout the world, under the
most varied titles that recall your intercession.
May you be a sure guide for everyone. Amen.

List of Shrines and the daily prayer intention
May 10: Our Lady of Knock in Ireland
(for people with disabilities);
May 11: Our Lady of the Poor (Banneux) in Belgium (for the poor and
people in economic difficulty);
May 12: Our Lady of Africa in Algeria
(for lonely people who have lost
hope);
May 13: Our Lady of the Rosary of
Fatima in Portugal (for prisoners);
May 14: Our Lady of Health in India
(for scientists and medical research institutes);
May 15: Our Lady Queen of Peace of
Medjugorje in Bosnia and Herzegovina (for migrants);
May 16: Saint Mary’s Cathedral, Sydney, in Australia (for victims of violence and human trafficking);

May 17: Immaculate
Conception,
Washington, D.C., in the United
States of America (for those responsible for international organizations);
May 18: Our Lady of Lourdes in
France (for nurses and doctors);
May 19: House of the Virgin Mary
(Meryem Ana) in Turkey (for people
at war and for peace in the world);
May 20: Our Lady of Charity of Cobre in Cuba (for pharmacists and
healthcare personnel);
May 21: Our Lady of Nagasaki in
Japan (for social workers);
May 22: Our Lady of Montserrat in
Spain (for volunteers);
May 23: Our Lady of the Cape in
Canada (for law enforcement, military
and firefighters);

May 24: Our Lady of Lourdes of
Nyaunglebin in Myanmar (for those
who guarantee essential services);
May 25: National Shrine of the
Blessed Virgin of Ta’Pinu in Malta (for
teachers, students, and educators);
May 26: Our Lady of Guadalupe in
Mexico (for workers and entrepreneurs);
May 27: Mother of God of Zarvanytsia in Ukraine (for unemployed people);
May 28: Our Lady of Altötting in
Germany (for bishops, priests and
deacons);
May 29: Our Lady of Lebanon (for
consecrated persons);
May 30: Virgin of the Rosary of Pompeii in Italy (for the Church).

