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The Pope condemns the criminal act that took place in Nice and is close to the French community
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Security forces guard the area after an attack at the Notre Dame Basilica in Nice, France (REUTERS)
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At the General Audience on
Wednesday, 28 October, the Holy
Father made the following appeal.
I participate in the suffering of
the families of the young students
who were barbarically killed last
Saturday
in
Kumba,
in
Cameroon. I feel great bewilderment at such a cruel and senseless
act, which tore the young innocents from life while they were attending lessons at school. May
God enlighten hearts, so that
similar gestures may never be repeated again and so that the tormented northwestern and southwestern regions of the country
may finally find peace! I hope
that the weapons will remain silent and that the safety of all and
the right of every young person
to education and a future can be
guaranteed. I express my affection to the families, to the city of
Kumba and to the whole of
Cameroon, and I invoke the comfort that only God can give.
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Holy Father to hold
Consistory in November
After praying the Angelus on Sunday,
25 October [see page 12] the Holy
Father made the following
announcement.

Pope’s telegram & short biography

“Having learned of the brutal attack that took place this morning in Nice, causing the death of
several innocent people, His
Holiness Pope Francis joins with
his prayer, the suffering of the
grieving families and shares their
pain”, Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin wrote in a
telegram addressed to Bishop
André Marceau of Nice. The
telegram was referring to the attack carried out on Thursday
morning, 29 October, in the
Notre Dame Basilica, which left
three dead and one injured. The
Pontiff, the telegram continued,
“asks the Lord to bring them
comfort and keep the victims in
his mercy. Strongly condemning
similar violent acts of terror, he
ensures his closeness to France’s
Catholic community and all the
people of France whom he invites to unity”. Entrusting
France to the protection of “O ur
Lady”, Pope Francis “imparted
his heartfelt Apostolic Blessing
to all those affected by this
tragedy”.
Matteo Bruni, Director of the
Holy See Press Office, stated
that the Pope “is close to the
Catholic community in mourning. He prays for the victims and
their loved ones, that the violence may cease, that they may
see each other again as brothers
and sisters and not as enemies”.

This coming 28 November, on the
eve of the first Sunday of Advent, I
will hold a Consistory for the appointment of 13 new Cardinals.
Here are the names of the new Cardinals:
Bishop Mario Grech, Secretary
General of the Synod of Bishops;
Bishop Marcello Semeraro, Prefect of the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints;
Archbishop Antoine Kambanda
of Kigali, Rwanda;
Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of
Washington, USA;
Archbishop Jose F. Advincula of
Capiz, Philippines;

Archbishop Celestino Aós Braco,
of Santiago de Chile;

OFM Cap.,

Bishop Cornelius Sim, titular
Bishop of Putia di Numidia, Vicar
Apostolic of Brunei;
Archbishop Augusto Paolo Lojudice of Siena-Colle di Val d’ElsaMontalcino, Italy;
Fr Mauro Gambetti, OFM Conv.,
Custos of the Sacred Convent of
Assisi.
With them, I will join to the Members of the College of Cardinals:
Bishop Felipe Arizmendi Esquivel, Bishop emeritus of San Cristóbal
de Las Casas, Mexico;
Archbishop Silvano M. Tomasi,
titular Archbishop of Asolo, Apostolic Nuncio;

Fr Raniero Cantalamessa, OFM
Preacher of the Papal Household;
Msgr Enrico Feroci, parish priest
of Holy Mary of the Divine Love in
Castel di Leva, Italy.
Let us pray for the new Cardinals,
so that, in confirming their adherence to Christ, they may help me in
my ministry as Bishop of Rome, for
the good of the entire holy faithful
People of God.
I wish everyone a happy Sunday.
Please, do not forget to pray for me.
Enjoy your lunch. Arrivederci!
Cap.,
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Thursday, 22 October
His Holiness Bartholomew I, Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople,
with his entourage
Cardinal Luis Francisco Ladaria Ferrer, SJ, Prefect of the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith
Archbishop Fabio Dal Cin, Prelate
of Loreto; Pontifical delegate for the
Shrine of Loreto; Pontifical delegate
for the Basilica of Saint Anthony of
Padua, Italy
Dom Riccardo Luca Guariglia, OSB,
Ordinary Abbot of the Territorial
Abbey of Montevergine, Italy
Friday, 23 October
Members of the “Zayed Award for
Human Fraternity” Committee
Cardinal Luis Antonio G. Tagle,
Prefect of the Congregation for the
Evangelization of Peoples
Archbishop Charles John Brown, titular of Aquileia, Apostolic Nuncio
in the Philippines
H.E. Mr Lee Baek Man, Ambassador of Korea, on his farewell visit
Saturday, 24 October
H.E. Mr Pedro Sánchez PérezCastejón, Prime Minister of Spain,
with his entourage
Cardinal Marc Ouellet, PSS, Prefect
of the Congregation for Bishops
Teachers and students of the Pontifical Theological Faculty “Marianum” of Rome
Monday, 26 October

Cardinal Giuseppe Petrocchi, Archbishop of L’Aquila, Italy, President
of the Study Commission on the female diaconate, with Fr Denis
Dupont-Fauville, Secretary of the
same Commission
Msgr Luigi Mistò, President of the
Pontifical Commission for activities
in the healthcare sector of public
legal persons of the Church
Tuesday, 27 October
Bishop Marcello Semeraro, Prefect
of the Congregation for the Causes
of Saints

CHANGES

IN

EPISCOPATE

The Holy Father accepted the resignation presented by Bishop Julián
López Martín from the pastoral care
of the Diocese of León, Spain (21
O ct.).
The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Luis Ángel de las Heras Berzal, CMF,
as Bishop of León. Until now he
has served as Bishop of Mondoñedo-Ferrol, Spain (21 Oct.).
Bishop de las Heras Berzal, 57,
was born in Segovia, Spain. A member of the Missionary Sons of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary, he was
ordained a priest on 29 October
1988. He was ordained a bishop on
7 May 2016, subsequent to his appointment as Bishop of Mondoñedo-Ferrol.
The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Paulo Cezar Costa as Metropolitan
Archbishop of the Archdiocese of
Brasília, Brazil. Until now he has
served as Bishop of the diocese of
São Carlos, Brazil (21 Oct.).

Cardinal Pietro Parolin celebrates Mass
in memory of Cardinal Tauran
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The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Moacir Silva Arantes as Bishop of
the Diocese of Barreiras, Brazil. Until now he has served as titular Bishop of Tituli in Numidia and Auxiliary Bishop of the Metropolitan
Archdiocese of Goiânia, Brazil (21
O ct.).
Bishop Arantes, 51, was born in
Itapecerica, Brazil. He was ordained
a priest on 14 June 1999. He was ordained a bishop on 13 August 2016,
subsequent to his appointment as
titular Bishop of Tituli in Numidia
and Auxiliary Bishop of Goiânia.
The Holy Father accepted the resignation presented by Archbishop
Maurice Gardès from the pastoral
care of the Archdiocese of Auch,
Francis (22 Oct.).
The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Bertrand Lacombe, as Archbishop of
Auch. Until now he has served as
titular Bishop of Saint-Papoul and
Auxiliary of Bordeaux, France (22
O ct.).
Archbishop Lacombe, 53, was
born in Montpellier, France. He was
ordained a priest on 24 June 2001.
He was ordained a bishop on 12
June 2016, subsequent to his appointment as titular Bishop of SaintPapoul and Auxiliary of Bordeaux.
The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Elkin Fernando Álvarez Botero as
Bishop of Santa Rosa de Osos,
Colombia. Until now he has served
as titular Bishop of Gemellae in Numidia and Auxiliary Bishop of the
Metropolitan Archdiocese of Medellín, Colombia (22 Oct.).
Bishop Botero, 51, was born in El
Retiro, Colombia. He was ordained
a priest on 1 July 1993. He was ordained a bishop on 4 August 2012,
subsequent to his appointment as
titular Bishop of Gemellae in Numidia and Auxiliary of Medellín.

On Saturday, 24 October,
Secretary of State Cardinal
Pietro Parolin presided at a
Mass for the dear departed
Cardinal Jean-Louis Tauran in
Rome’s Basilica of Sant’
Apollinare, the Title of the late
Cardinal. During the ceremony,
the mortal remains of Cardinal
Tauran, who passed away on 5
July 2018, were moved and laid
to rest in his titular Church.
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Archbishop Costa, 53, was born in
Valença, Brazil. He was ordained a
priest on 5 December 1992. He was
ordained a bishop on 5 February
2011, subsequent to his appointment
as titular Bishop of Oescus and
Auxiliary of São Sebastião do Rio
de Janeiro, Brazil. On 22 June 2016
he was appointed Bishop of São
Carlos.

The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Thomas Dowd as Bishop of the
Diocese of Sault Sainte Marie,
Canada. Until now he has served as
titular Bishop of Treba and Auxiliary Bishop of the Metropolitan
Archdiocese of Montréal, Canada
(22 Oct.).
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Bishop Dowd, 50, was born in
Lachine, Canada. He was ordained a
priest on 7 December 2001. He was
ordained a bishop on 10 September
2011, subsequent to his appointment
as titular Bishop of Treba and Auxiliary of Montréal.
The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Olivier de Germay as Metropolitan
Archbishop of Lyon, France. Until
now he has served as Bishop of
Ajaccio, France (22 Oct.).
Archbishop de Germay, 60, was
born in Tours, France. He was ordained a priest on 17 May 1998. He
was ordained a bishop on 14 April
2012, subsequent to his appointment
as Bishop of Ajaccio.

EASTERN CHURCHES
The Holy Father terminated the office of Apostolic Administrator sede
vacante of the Exarchate for Ukrainian Catholic faithful of Byzantine rite
resident in Italy, in the person of
Cardinal Angelo De Donatis, Vicar
General of His Holiness for the
Diocese of Rome (24 Oct.).
The Holy Father appointed Bishop
Paulo Dionisio Lachovicz, OSBM, as
Apostolic Exarch for Ukrainian
Catholic faithful of Byzantine-Rite
resident in Italy. Until now he has
served as titular Bishop of Egnatia
(24 Oct.).
Bishop Lachovicz, 74, was born in
Pombas, Brazil. A member of the
Basilican Order, he was ordained a
priest on 8 December 1972. He was
ordained a bishop on 26 February
2006, subsequent to his appointment
as titular Bishop of Egnatia.
The Holy Father appointed Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa, OFM,
as Patriarch of Jerusalem for Latins.
Until now he has served as apostolic
administrator sede vacante of the
same circumscription, transferring
him from the titular see of Verbe (24
O ct.).
H.B. Patriarch Pizzaballa, 55, was
born in Cologno al Serio, Italy. A
member of the Franciscan Order, he
was ordained a priest on 15 September 1990. He was ordained a bishop
on 10 September 2016, subsequent
to his appointment as titular Archbishop of Verbe and Apostolic
Administrator sede vacante of the
Patriarchal Diocese of Jerusalem for
Latins.

NECROLO GY
Archbishop Mario Luis Bautista
Maulión, Archbishop emeritus of
Paraná, Argentina, at age 85 (27
Sept.)
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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GENERAL AUDIENCE

During the General Audience on Wednesday morning, 28 October,
Pope Francis continued his series of catechesis on prayer, focusing on
the humility of Jesus’ way of praying. Indeed, as he reflected on the
Baptism of the Son of God, he noted that Jesus’ first public act was
a “participation in a choral prayer of the people”. The following is a
translation of the Holy Father’s words which he shared in Italian
with the faithful gathered in the Paul VI Hall.

In his catechesis on prayer the Pontiff speaks of the humanity of the Son of God

Jesus does not reject even the worst sinners
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
Today, in this audience, as we
have done in the previous audiences, I will stay here. I would
very much like to come down and
greet each one of you, but we
must keep our distance, because
if I come down, then a crowd immediately forms to greet me, and
this is contrary to the measures
and the precautions we must take
in order to face this “lady” that is
called Covid and harms us so
much. Therefore, please excuse
me if I do not come down to
greet you: I will greet you from
here but I hold all of you in my
heart. And you, please hold me in
your heart, and pray for me.
From a distance, we can pray for
each other; thank you for your
understanding.
In our itinerary of catechesis
on prayer, after travelling through
the Old Testament, we now arrive
at Jesus. And Jesus prayed. The
beginning of his public ministry
takes place with his baptism in
the River Jordan. The Evangelists
are in agreement in attributing
fundamental importance to this
episode. They narrate how all the
people came together in prayer,
and specify that this gathering
had a clearly penitential nature (cf.
Mk 1:5; Mt 3:8). The people went
to John to be baptized, for the
forgiveness of sins: it is of a penitential character, of conversion.
Jesus’ first public act is therefore participation in a choral
prayer of the people, a prayer of
the people who went to be baptized, a penitential prayer, in
which everyone recognizes him or
herself as a sinner. This is why
the Baptist wishes to oppose it,
and says: “I need to be baptized
by you, and do you come to me?”
(Mt 3:14). The Baptist understands who Jesus is. But Jesus insists: His is an act of obedience
to the will of the Father (v. 15), an
act of solidarity with our human
condition. He prays with the sinners of the People of God. Let us
keep this clearly in mind: Jesus is
the Righteous One; he is not a

sinner. But he wished to come
down to us, sinners, and he prays
with us, and when we pray he is
with us, praying; he is with us because he is in heaven, praying for
us. Jesus always prays with his
people, he always prays with us:
always. We never pray alone; we
always pray with Jesus. He does
not stay on the opposite side of
the river — “I am righteous, you
are sinners” — to mark his difference and distance from the disobedient people, but rather he
immerses his feet in the same
purifying waters. He acts as if he
were a sinner. And this is the
greatness of God, who sent his
Son and annihilated himself, and
appeared as a sinner.
Jesus is not a distant God, and
he cannot be so. Incarnation revealed him in a complete and humanly unthinkable way. Thus, inaugurating his mission, Jesus
places himself at the forefront of
a people of penitents, as if charging himself with opening a
breach through which all of us,
after him, must have the courage
to pass. However, the road, the
journey, is difficult; but he goes
ahead, opening the way. The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains that this is the newness of
the fullness of time. It says: “his
filial prayer, which the Father
awaits from his children, is finally
going to be lived out by the only
Son in his humanity, with and for
men” (no. 2599). Jesus prays with
us. Let us keep this clear in our
mind and in our heart: Jesus
prays with us.
On that day, on the bank of
the River Jordan, there is therefore all of humanity, with its unexpressed yearning for prayer.
There is, above all, the population of sinners: those who
thought they could not be loved
by God, those who did not dare
cross the threshold of the temple,
those who did not pray because
they did not consider themselves
worthy. Jesus came for everyone,
even for them, and he begins precisely by joining them. At the
forefront.

The Gospel of Luke, in particular, highlights the climate of
prayer in which the baptism of
Jesus took place: “Now when all
the people were baptized, and
when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the heaven
was opened” (3:21). By praying,
Jesus opens the door to the heavens, and the Holy Spirit descends
from that breach. And from on
high a voice proclaims the wonderful truth: “Thou art my beloved Son; with thee I am well
pleased” (v. 22). This simple
phrase encloses an immense treasure; it enables us to intuit
something of Jesus’ ministry and
of his heart, always turned to the
Father. In the whirlwind of life
and the world that will come to
condemn him, even in the hardest
and most sorrowful experiences
he will have to endure, even
when he experiences that he has
no place to lay his head (cf. Mt
8:20), even when hatred and persecution are unleashed around
him, Jesus is never without the
refuge of a dwelling place: he
dwells eternally in the Father.
This is the unique greatness of
Jesus’ prayer: the Holy Spirit
takes possession of his person
and the voice of the Father attests
that he is the beloved, the Son in
whom he fully reflects himself.
This prayer of Jesus, which on
the banks of the River Jordan is
totally personal — and will be
thus for all his earthly life — in
Pentecost becomes the grace of
prayer for all those baptized in
Christ. He himself obtained this
gift for us, and he invites us to
pray as he prayed.
Therefore, if during an evening
of prayer we feel sluggish and
empty, if it seems to us that life
has been completely useless, we
must at that moment beg that
Jesus’ prayer also become our
own. “I cannot pray today, I
don’t know what to do: I don’t
feel like it, I am unworthy”. In
that moment, it is necessary to
entrust ourselves to him so that
he may pray for us, In this moment he is before the Father,

praying for us; he is the intercessor; he shows the wounds to
the Father, for us. Let us trust in
this! If we are trustful, we will
then hear a voice from heaven,
louder than the voice rising from
the depths of ourselves, and we
will hear this voice whispering
words of tenderness: “You are
God’s beloved, you are a son,
you are the joy of the Father in
heaven”. Precisely for us, for each
one of us, echoes the word of the
Father: even if we were rejected
by all, sinners of the worst kind.
Jesus did not descend into the
waters of the Jordan for himself,
but for all of us. It was the entire
People of God who went to the
Jordan to pray, to ask for forgiveness, to receive that baptism of
penance. And as that theologian
said, they approached the Jordan
with a “bare soul and bare feet”.
This is humility. It takes humility
to pray. He opened the heavens,
as Moses had opened the waters
of the Red Sea, so that we could
all pass behind Him. Jesus gave
us his own prayer, which is his
loving dialogue with the Father.
He gave it to us like a seed of the
Trinity, which he wants to take
root in our hearts. Let us welcome him! Let us welcome this
gift, the gift of prayer. Always
with him. And we will not err.
Thank you.

SPECIAL GREETINGS
I welcome all the Englishspeaking pilgrims and visitors
who join us for today’s Audience.
Upon you and your families I invoke the joy and peace of our
Lord Jesus Christ. God bless
you!
Lastly, as usual my thoughts
turn to the elderly, to young people,
to the sick and to newlyweds. I
wish that each of you may grow
every day in the contemplation of
the beauty and tenderness that
radiates from Christ. Thank you.
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APOSTOLIC PENITENTIARY

Extended throughout the entire month of November

Plenary Indulgences for the deceased faithful
in the current pandemic
DECREE
This year, in the current
circumstances due to the “Covid19” pandemic, the Plenary
Indulgences for deceased faithful
will be extended throughout the
entire month of November, with
adaptation of works and
conditions to guarantee the safety
of the faithful.
This Apostolic Penitentiary has received many petitions from holy
Pastors who have asked that this
year, due to the “Covid-19” epidemic, pious works to obtain the Plenary
Indulgences applicable to souls in
Purgatory, be commuted in accordance with the Manual of Indulgences
(conc. 29, § 1). For this reason, the
Apostolic Penitentiary, on special
mandate of His Holiness Pope Francis, willingly establishes and decides
that this year, in order to avoid
gatherings where they may be forbidden:
a. — the Plenary Indulgence for
those who visit a cemetery and pray
for the deceased, even if only mentally, normally established only for
the individual days from 1 to 8
November, may be transferred to
other days of the same month, until
its end. These days, freely chosen by
the individual faithful, may also be
separate from each other;
b. — the Plenary Indulgence of 2
November, established on the occasion of the Commemoration of all
the deceased faithful for those who
piously visit a church or oratory and
recite the “Our Father” and the
“Creed” there, may be transferred
not only to the preceding or following Sunday or to the day of the
Solemnity of All Saints, but also to
another day of the month of
November, freely chosen by the individual faithful.
The elderly, the sick and all those
who for serious reasons cannot leave
their homes, for example because of
restrictions imposed by the competent authority in this time of the
pandemic, in order to prevent numerous faithful from crowding into
holy places, will be able to obtain
the Plenary Indulgence as long as
they join spiritually with all the other faithful, completely detached
from sin and with the intention of
complying as soon as possible with
the three usual conditions (sacramental confession, Eucharistic communion and prayer according to the
Holy Father’s intentions), before an
image of Jesus or the Blessed Virgin
Mary, recite pious prayers for the
deceased, for example, Lauds and
Vespers of the Office of the Dead,
the Marian Rosary, the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy, other prayers for the
deceased dearest to the faithful, or
occupy themselves in contemplative

reading of one of the Gospel passages proposed by the liturgy of the
deceased, or perform a work of
mercy by offering to God the sorrows and hardships of their own
lives.
For an easier attainment of divine
grace through pastoral charity, this
Penitentiary earnestly prays that all
priests with the appropriate faculties may offer themselves with
particular generosity to the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance
and administer Holy Communion
to the sick.
However, regarding the spiritual
conditions for fully attaining the Indulgence, it is important to recall
the indications previously issued in
the “Note on the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the current pandemic” issued by the Apostolic Penitentiary on 19 March 2020.
Lastly, since the souls in Purgatory are assisted by the prayers of the
faithful and especially by the sacrifice of the Altar, acceptable to God
(cf. Conc. Tr. Sess. XXV, decr. De
Purgatorio), all priests are fervently
invited to celebrate Holy Mass three
times on the day of the Commemor-

ation of all the deceased faithful, in
accordance with the Apostolic Constitution “Incruentum Altaris” issued
by Pope Benedict XV, of venerable
memory, on 10 August 1915.
This Decree is valid throughout
the entire month of November, notwithstanding any provision to the
contrary.

Given in Rome, from the office of
the Apostolic Penitentiary, on 22
October 2020, memorial of Saint
John Paul II.
MAURUS CARD. PIACENZA
Paenitentiarius Maior
CHRISTOPHORUS NYKIEL
Regens

A gesture of closeness in a time of pandemic
NICOLA GORI
This year, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the faithful have the opportunity to acquire plenary indulgences for the deceased throughout
the month of November, not just
on the days between the first and
eighth, according to tradition. Msgr
Krzysztof Nykiel, Regent of the
Apostolic Penitentiary, explained
the circumstances in an interview
with L’Osservatore Romano.
What is established by the new decree?
Substantially, the decree of the
Apostolic Penitentiary modifies the
prescribed modalities for the attainment of the plenary indulgence for
the souls in Purgatory, for this
coming November, the month traditionally dedicated to the worship
of saints and prayer for our deceased brothers and sisters. In fact,
ordinarily, the plenary indulgence
for the departed is granted to the
faithful who, during the octave of
November first to eighth, visit the
cemetery and pray for the deceased,
or to those who, on the day of the
Commemoration of the faithful departed, visit a church or recite an
Our Father and a Creed. However,
we are well aware of the spread of
Covid-19 in many areas of the
world and of the need to take ap-

propriate measures to prevent the
expansion of the contagion, avoiding the gathering of people first
and foremost. Precisely to guarantee the safety of the faithful who in
the coming days intend to visit
cemeteries to pray over the grave
sites of their loved ones, this year
the Penitentiary wished to extend
the tenor of the above-mentioned
concessions through the entire
month of November, so that the
faithful will be able to complete the
pious works prescribed, no longer
only on the days of 1-8 November
or November second, but on a day
of their choice during that month.
The concession comes at the mandate of Pope Francis and in acceptance of requests received from various Episcopal Conferences.
Can you remind us what an indulgence is and how one obtains it?
An indulgence is the remission
before God of temporal punishment due to sins whose guilt has
already been forgiven. It can be
partial or plenary, according to
whether it frees in whole or in part
from temporal punishment. Every
one of the faithful can seek indulgences for themselves or apply
them to the deceased through suffrage. To obtain the plenary indulgence the faithful, with their soul

detached from all sin, must perform
works of indulgence and fulfil the
three conditions of sacramental
confession, Eucharistic communion,
and praying for the Pontiff's intentions. The indulgence is the concrete testimony to how God’s love
is truly greater than all sin and that
wherever divine mercy arrives, all
things are reborn, every one is renewed, every thing is healed.
The new decree is not the only provision implemented by the Penitentiary
during this time of pandemic. What
other initiatives has it already taken?
The Apostolic Penitentiary is the
tribunal of the Roman Curia, called
the “Tribunal of Mercy”, to which
questions relative to the internal
forum and the concession of indulgences are entrusted. On 19 March
last, it issued two broadly resonating documents to clarify some aspects related to matters of its competence, in conjunction with the
spread of the coronavirus on a
global scale. Through the Note on
the Sacrament of Reconciliation in the
current pandemic, it identified in the
spread of the contagion, one of the
cases of grave necessity contemplated by the Code of Canon Law
in order to authorize the concession
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Pope calls for concrete measures to fight against poverty and defend the environment

A new and more inclusive
socio-economic paradigm is needed
In a message sent to participants in an
international meeting organized by the
Focolare Movement to mark the fifth
anniversary of Laudato Si’, Pope
Francis stressed “the urgent need for a
new and more inclusive socio-economic
paradigm” in order to achieve an
authentic integral ecology, The following
is the English text of his message,
which was read aloud to the
participants on Friday, 23 October.
Dear brothers and sisters!
I offer cordial greetings to all taking
part in this international Meeting
being held as part of the year-long
observance of the fifth anniversary
of the Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’.
I express my gratitude to EcoOne,
the ecological initiative of the Focolare Movement, and to the representatives of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human Development
and the Global Catholic Climate

Movement who have cooperated in
making this event possible.
Your Meeting, with its theme,
“New Ways towards Integral Ecology: Five Years after Laudato Si’”,
addresses a relational vision of humanity and care for our world from
a variety of perspectives: ethical, scientific, social and theological. In recalling the conviction of Chiara Lubich that the created world bears
within itself a charism of unity, I
trust that her perspective can guide
your work in the recognition that
“everything is connected” and that
“concern for the environment needs
to be joined to sincere love for our
fellow human beings and an unwavering commitment to resolving
the problems of society” (Laudato
Si’, 91).
Among such problems is the urgent need for a new and more inclusive socio-economic paradigm
that reflects the truth that we are “a

single human family, fellow travelers sharing the
same flesh, children of
the same earth which is
our
common
home”
(Fratelli Tutti, 8). This
solidarity with one another and with the world
around us demands a
firm willingness to develop and implement practical measures that foster
the dignity of all persons
in their human, family and work relationships, while at the same time
combating the structural causes of
poverty and working to protect the
natural environment.
Achieving an integral ecology
calls for a profound interior conversion on both the personal and communal level. As you examine the
great challenges facing us at this
time, including climate change, the

First Malaysian Cardinal and former hospital assistant

Remembering Anthony Soter Fernandez
Cardinal Anthony Soter Fernandez, Archbishop emeritus of
Kuala Lumpur and first Malaysian-born Cardinal, passed
away on Wednesday, 28 October, at the age of 88. Upon
learning of the death of the Cardinal, Pope Francis
expressed his condolences in a telegram addressed to Msgr
Julian Leow Beng Kim, Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur. The
following is the English text of the Pope’s telegram,
accompanied by a short biography of the late Cardinal.
Having learned with sadness of the death of Cardinal
Anthony Soter Fernandez, I extend my heartfelt condolences to you and to the clergy, religious and laity of
Cardinal Anthony Soter Fernandez,
Archbishop emeritus of Kuala
Lumpur and first Malaysian-born
Cardinal, passed away shortly after
noon on Wednesday, 28 October,
in the St Francis Xavier Home for
the Elderly in Cheras, following a
year-long battle with cancer. He
was 88.
Anthony Soter Fernandez was
born to a family of Indian descent
in 1932 in Sungai Petani, near the
capital of Kuala Lumpur. Before
entering the seminary in 1958, he
worked for 10 years as a hospital assistant. He was ordained a priest on
10 December 1966 and spent three
years as assistant vicar in Taiping
and Penang, and from 1969-1971 as
vicar in the church of Saint Louis
in Taiping.
In 1971 he moved to Manila,
Philippines, to begin in-depth studies at the International Training Institute for World Churchmen and
the East Asian Pastoral Institute.
He then moved to Bangalore, India, where he attended the National
Biblical, Catechetical and Liturgical
Centre, before returning to Penang
in 1973 to serve as formator and
then rector at the College General
major seminary until 1977. He was

the Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur. With gratitude for
Cardinal Fernandez’s faithful witness to the Gospel,
his generous service to the Church in Malaysia and his
longstanding commitment to the promotion of ecumenism and interreligious dialogue, I willingly join
you in praying for his eternal rest. To all who mourn
the late Cardinal’s passing in the sure hope of the Resurrection I cordially impart my Apostolic Blessing as
a pledge of consolation and peace in Jesus Christ our
Saviour.

among the protagonists of the historic “Aggiornamento” of 1976, which
gathered together all the bishops
and priests of Malaysia for the first
time, to develop the pastoral plan
for Malaysia in light of Vatican II.
Since then the Peninsular Malaysia
Pastoral Convention convenes every
10 years.
Fernandez was appointed as
Bishop of Penang in 1977, receiving
his episcopal ordination on 17 February 1978. He became the second
Archbishop of Kuala Lumpur in
1983, entering the Archdiocese on
10 November. He led the Archdiocese until 24 May 2003. During
this period, in addition to his membership in the Congregation for the

FRANCIS

PP.

Evangelization of Peoples and in
the Pontifical Councils for Promoting Christian Unity and for Interreligious Dialogue, he also served in
various roles, including President of
the Catholic Bishops’ Conference
of Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei
from 1987 to 1990 and from 2000 to
2003, and as President of the Christian Federation of Malaysia and of
the Malaysian Consultative Council
of
Buddhism,
Christianity,
Hinduism, Sikhism and Taoism.
As Archbishop emeritus of Kuala
Lumpur, Cardinal Fernandez served
as spiritual director at the major
seminary in Penang. He then
moved to the home for the elderly
where he lived out the remainder of
his life. He was convinced of the
Church’s role in the growth and development of the country, and always worked for the people’s integral development, fighting against
social injustice and promoting dialogue in a multiethnic and multicultural environment. Pope Francis
created him a Cardinal on 19
November 2016.
Cardinal Fernandez’ funeral services will take place on Saturday
morning, 31 October, in the
Cathedral of Kuala Lumpur.

need for sustainable development
and the contribution religion can
make to the environmental crisis, it
is essential to break with the logic of
exploitation and selfishness and to
promote the practice of a sober,
simple and humble lifestyle (cf.
Laudato Si’, 222-224). It is my hope
that your work will serve to cultivate
in the hearts of our brothers and sisters a shared responsibility for one
another as children of God and a renewed commitment to be good
stewards of his gift of creation (cf.
Gen 2:15).
Dear friends, once again I thank
you for your research and your cooperative efforts to seek new ways
that lead to an integral ecology for
the common good of the human
family and the created world. In offering my prayerful best wishes for
your deliberations during this meeting, I cordially invoke upon you,
your families and your associates
God’s blessings of wisdom, strength
and peace. And I ask you, please, to
remember me in your prayers.
Rome, from Saint John Lateran,
23 October 2020
FRANCIS

A gesture of closeness
in a time of pandemic
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

of collective absolution to the faithful (cf. Can. 961 §1), referring to the
discernment of individual ordinaries
the identification of concrete modalities for the celebration of the sacrament, and reiterating with emphasis,
also and above all in this time of
serious suffering, the need to approach the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Moreover, with a special decree it granted the gift of the indulgence to all the faithful affected by
the illness as well as to health care
workers, family members and all
those who, in whatever capacity —
even with prayer — take care of
them. Therefore, the Church is well
aware of the suffering inflicted by
Covid-19 and, in taking upon herself
the very cross of her Lord and Master, becomes neighbour to those who
are afflicted whether on the spiritual
or physical level.
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A reflection on the future of the Continent
A new appeal: Do not be afraid of your millenary history which is a window open to the future

May Europe rediscover its ideals
Without ideals we find ourselves weak and divided
Pope Francis sent a Letter to Secretary of State,
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, to mark the 40th
anniversary of the Commission of the Bishops’
Conferences of the European Union, COMECE, the
50th anniversary of diplomatic relations between the
Holy See and the European Union, and the 50th
anniversary of the Holy See’s presence as a
Permanent Observer to the Council of Europe. Due
to a worsening of the health crisis, Cardinal Parolin’s
visit to Brussels to meet with European Union
officials and members of COMECE, scheduled for 2830 October, was cancelled, and the meetings took
place via video link. The following is the English text
of the Holy Father’s letter.
To my Venerable Brother
Cardinal PIETRO PAROLIN
Secretary of State
This year the Holy See and the Church in
Europe celebrate several significant anniversaries.
Fifty years ago, cooperation between the Holy
See and the European institutions that arose in
the period following the Second World War took
concrete form by the establishment of diplomatic
relations between the then European Community
and by the Holy See’s presence as an Observer at
the Council of Europe. In 1980, the Commission
of the Bishops’ Conferences of the European
Communities (COMECE) was founded, composed
of delegates from the Bishops’ Conferences of all
the member states of the European Union, for
the sake of promoting “closer cooperation
between those episcopates with regard to pastoral
questions related to the development of the areas
of competence and activities of the Union”.1 This
year also marked the seventieth anniversary of the
Schuman Declaration, an event of capital importance that inspired the gradual process of the continent’s integration, making it possible to overcome the animosity resulting from the two world
wars.
In the light of these events, you are planning in
the near future to make significant visits to the
authorities of the European Union, the Plenary
Assembly of COMECE and the authorities of the
Council of Europe. In this regard, I consider it
important to share with you some reflections on
the future of this continent so dear to me, not
only because of my family’s origins but also because of the central role that it has had, and, I
believe, must continue to have, albeit with different accents, in the history of humanity.
That role is all the more pertinent in the context of the pandemic we are now experiencing.
The European project arose from a determination
to end past divisions. It was born of the realization that unity and cooperation make for
strength, that “unity is greater than conflict”2 and
that solidarity can be “a way of making history in
a life setting where conflicts, tensions and oppositions can achieve a diversified and life-giving
unity”.3 In our own days, which “show signs of a
certain regression”,4 a growing tendency for all to
go their own separate ways, the pandemic has
emerged as a kind of a watershed, forcing us to
take a stand. We can either continue to pursue
the path we have taken in the past decade, yielding to the temptation to autonomy and thus to
ever greater misunderstanding, disagreement and

conflict, or we can rediscover the path of fraternity
that inspired and guided the founders of modern
Europe, beginning precisely with Robert Schuman.
As the experience of Europe in recent months
has shown, the pandemic has made this increasingly evident. On the one hand, we have witnessed the temptation to go it alone, seeking unilateral solutions to a problem that transcends
state borders. Yet thanks to the great spirit of mediation that distinguishes the European institutions, we have also seen a determination to set
out on the path of fraternity, which is also the
path of solidarity, unleashing creativity and new
initiatives.
The steps taken thus far need, however, to be
consolidated, lest centrifugal forces regain their
strength. Today, the words of Saint John Paul II
in the European Act of Santiago de Compostela
remain as timely as ever: Europe, “find yourself,
be yourself”.5 An age of rapid change can bring
with it a loss of identity, especially when there is a
lack of shared values on which to base society.
To Europe, then, I would like to say: you, who
for centuries have been a seedbed of high ideals
and now seem to be losing your élan, do not be
content to regard your past as an album of
memories. In time, even the most beautiful
memories fade and are gradually forgotten. Sooner or later, we realize that we ourselves have
changed; we find ourselves weary and listless in
the present and possessed of little hope as we
look to the future. Without ideals, we find
ourselves weak and divided, more prone to complain and to be attracted by those who make

complaint and division a style of personal, social
and political life.
Europe, find yourself! Rediscover your most
deeply-rooted ideals. Be yourself! Do not be
afraid of your millenary history, which is a window open to the future more than the past. Do
not be afraid of that thirst of yours for truth,
which, from the days of ancient Greece, has
spread throughout the world and brought to light
the deepest questions of every human being. Do
not be afraid of the thirst for justice that developed from Roman law and in time became respect for all human beings and their rights. Do
not be afraid of your thirst for eternity, enriched
by the encounter with the Judeo-Christian tradition reflected in your patrimony of faith, art and
culture.
Today, as many in Europe look to its future
with uncertainty, others look to Europe with
hope, convinced that it still has something to offer to the world and to humanity. The same conviction inspired Robert Schuman, who realized
that “the contribution which an organized and
living Europe can bring to civilization is indispensable to the maintenance of peaceful relations”.6 It is a conviction that we ourselves can
share, setting out from shared values and rooted
in the history and culture of this land.
What kind of Europe do we envision for the
future? What is to be its distinctive contribution?
In today’s world, it is not about recovering political hegemony or geographical centrality, or about
developing innovative solutions to economic and
social problems. The uniqueness of Europe rests
above all on its conception of the human being

and of reality, on its capacity for initiative and on
its spirit of practical solidarity.
I dream, then, of a Europe that is a friend to
each and all. A land respectful of everyone’s dignity, in which each person is appreciated for his
or her intrinsic worth and not viewed purely from
an economic standpoint or as a mere consumer. A
land that protects life at every stage, from the
time it arises unseen in the womb until its natural
end, since no human being is the master of life,
either his or her own life or the lives of others. A
land that promotes work as a privileged means of
personal growth and the pursuit of the common
good, creating employment opportunities particularly for the young. Being a friend to others entails providing for their education and cultural
development. It entails protecting the weakest
and most vulnerable, especially the elderly, the
sick in need of costly care, and those with disabilities. Being a friend to others entails defending
their rights, but also reminding them of their duties. It means acknowledging that everyone is
called to offer his or her own contribution to society, for none of us is a world apart, and we cannot demand respect for ourselves without showing respect for others. We cannot receive unless
we are also willing to give.
I dream of a Europe that is a family and a
community. A place respectful of the distinctiveness of each individual and every people, ever
mindful that they are bound together by shared
responsibilities. Being a family entails living in
unity, treasuring differences, beginning with the
fundamental difference between man and woman.
In this sense, Europe is a genuine family of
peoples, all different yet linked by a common his-

tory and destiny. The experience of recent years
and that of the pandemic in particular have
shown that no one is completely self-sufficient,
and that a certain individualistic understanding of
life and society leads only to discouragement and
isolation. Every man and woman aspires to be
part of a community, that is, of a greater reality
that transcends and gives meaning to his or her
individuality. A divided Europe, made up of insular and independent realities, will soon prove incapable of facing the challenges of the future. On
the other hand, a Europe that is a united and
fraternal community will be able to value diversity
and acknowledge the part that each has to play in
confronting the problems that lie ahead, beginning with the pandemic and including the ecological challenge of preserving our natural resources
and the quality of the environment in which we
live. We are faced with the choice between a
model of life that discards people and things, and
an inclusive model that values creation and
creatures.
I dream of a Europe that is inclusive and generous. A welcoming and hospitable place in
which charity, the highest Christian virtue, overcomes every form of indifference and selfishness.
Solidarity, as an essential element of every authentic community, demands that we care for one
another. To be sure, we are speaking of an “intelligent solidarity” that does more than merely attend to basic needs as they emerge.
Solidarity entails guiding those most vulnerable
towards personal and social growth, enabling
them one day to help others in turn. Like any
good physician, who not only administers medication, but also accompanies the patient to complete recovery.
Solidarity involves being a neighbour to others.
In the case of Europe, this means becoming especially ready and willing, through international cooperation, to offer generous assistance to other
continents. I think particularly of Africa, where
there is a need to resolve ongoing conflicts and to
pursue a sustainable human development.
Solidarity is also nurtured by generosity and
gives rise to gratitude, which leads us to regard
others with love. When we forget to be thankful
for the benefits we have received, we tend increasingly to close in upon ourselves and to live in fear
of everything around us and different from us.
We can see this in the many fears felt in our
contemporary societies, among which I would
mention uneasiness and concern about migrants.
Only a Europe that is a supportive community can
meet the present challenge in a productive way,
since piecemeal solutions have proved to be inadequate. It is clear that a proper acceptance of migrants must not only assist those newly arrived,
who are often fleeing conflict, hunger or natural
disasters, but must also work for their integration,
enabling them “to learn, respect and assimilate
the culture and traditions of the nations that welcome them”.7
I dream of a Europe marked by a healthy secularism, where God and Caesar remain distinct but
not opposed. A land open to transcendence,
where believers are free to profess their faith in
public and to put forward their own point of view
in society. The era of confessional conflicts is

over, but so too — let us hope — is the age of a
certain laicism closed to others and especially to
God8, for it is evident that a culture or political
system that lacks openness to transcendence
proves insufficiently respectful of the human person.
Christians today have a great responsibility:
they are called to serve as a leaven in reviving
Europe’s conscience and help to generate processes capable of awakening new energies in society.9 I urge them, therefore, to contribute with
commitment, courage and determination to every
sector in which they live and work.
Your Eminence,
These few words arise from my pastoral concern and my certainty that Europe still has much
to offer to the world. My words are meant solely
to be a personal contribution to the growing call
for reflection on the continent’s future. I would
be grateful if you could share these thoughts in
the conversations you are to hold in coming days
with the European authorities and with the members of COMECE, whom I ask to cooperate in a
spirit of fraternal communion with all the Bishops
of the continent gathered in the Council of the
Bishops’ Conferences of Europe (CCEE). I ask you
to bring my personal greeting and a sign of my
closeness to each of them and to the peoples they
represent. Your meetings will certainly be a fitting
occasion for consolidating relations between the
Holy See and the European Union and the
Council of Europe, and to confirm the Church in
her evangelizing mission and her service to the
common good.
May our beloved Europe continue to enjoy the
protection of her holy patrons: Saint Benedict,
Saints Cyril and Methodius, Saint Bridget, Saint
Catherine and Saint Teresa Benedicta of the
Cross (Edith Stein), men and women who for
love of the Lord tirelessly served the poor and
worked for the human, social and cultural development of all the peoples of the continent.
I commend myself to your prayers and to the
prayers of those whom you will encounter in the
course of your travels. To all of them I ask you to
bring my Blessing.
From the Vatican, 22 October 2020,
Memorial of Saint John Paul II

1

Statutes, Art. 1.
Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium (24
November 2013), 228.
3 Ibid.
4 Encyclical Letter Fratelli Tutti (3 October 2020),
11.
5 9 November 1982, 4.
6 Schuman Declaration, Paris, 9 May 1950.
7 Address
to Participants in the Conference
“(Re)thinking Europe” (28 October 2017).
8 Cf. interview for the Belgian Catholic Weekly
“Tertio” (7 December 2016).
9 Address to Participants in the Conference
“(Re)thinking Europe”, op. cit.
2

COMECE

L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO

page 8

CARE

FOR OUR

Friday, 30 October 2020, number 44

COMMON HOME

Video message of the Secretary of State to international conference

For a polyhedric vision of ecology
In a video message delivered during
an International Conference promoted by the ’Centesimus Annus —
Pro Pontifice Foundation on the
theme “The Milestones of an Integral Ecology for a Human Economy”
on Friday afternoon, 23 October, the
Cardinal Secretary of State made
an appeal to promote “a polyhedric
vision” of ecology. The following is
the original English text of the Secretary of State’s message.
PIETRO PAROLIN
Madam President, dear friends, it
is a pleasure to gather once again
after our last meeting on 8 June
2019. At that time, your international Conference was devoted to
the theme of “Laudato Si’: Turning an Ideal into Reality. The
Difficult Path towards an Integral
Ecology”. I regret that I cannot
be present with you in person,
and am limited to sending you
this video message.
Much has changed in this year
and a half. The world has been
shaken by the crisis caused by the
Covid-19 pandemic, which has
“exposed our false securities”1 and
forced us to face our fragility as finite creatures. The pandemic has
reaped hundreds of thousands of
victims and is changing our lifestyles. It is also raising many
doubts and misgivings about the
economic systems of our societies.
In this regard, I think it is
helpful to reflect on the significant message of Pope Francis at
the extraordinary moment of
prayer in time of epidemic celebrated in Saint Peter’s Square on
27 March 2020. The Holy Father
invited us “to seize this time of
trial as a moment of decision”. He
continued: “It is not the time of
your judgement [Lord], but of
our judgement: a time to choose
what matters and what passes
away, a time to separate what is
necessary from what is not. It is a
time to get our lives back on
track with regard to you, Lord,
and to others. We can look to so
many exemplary companions for
the journey, who, even though
fearful, have reacted by giving
their lives… We have come to
realize that we are on the same
boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us
called to row together, each of us
in need of comforting the other…
We too have realized that we cannot go on thinking of ourselves,
but only together can we do
this… The storm exposes our vulnerability and uncovers those
false and superfluous certainties
around which we have constructed our daily schedules, our projects, our habits and priorities…

In this storm, the façade of those
stereotypes with which we camouflaged our egos, always worrying
about our image, has fallen away,
uncovering once more that
blessed common belonging, of
which we cannot be deprived: our
belonging as brothers and sisters”.2
This is the challenge that lies
before us: to seize this time of trial as a moment of decision, to reset the course of our boat towards
the Lord and towards others, by
cooperating and building, recommitting ourselves and rediscovering our common belonging as
brothers and sisters.3
The theme you have chosen for
this Meeting, “The Milestones of
an Integral Ecology for a Human
Economy”, intends to be a contribution in this direction.
At the beginning of your journey, aimed at exploring these
“milestones”, I would like to focus on these two important concepts: those of “integral ecology”
and “human economy”. I would
like to do so by highlighting
three aspects of each of these
concepts, aspects that, as will be
seen, are closely related to one
another.
Let us start with the concept of
“integral ecology”, which is central to Pope Francis’s Encyclical
Letter Laudato Si’.
By proposing an integral ecology, the Pope wants to point to
a new vision of the world grounded
in the original meaning of the
word “ecology”. Derived from the
Greek words “oikos” and “logos”, it
means a study, a reflection on the
home, on our common home,
taken as a whole. Indeed, such a
reflection transcends the environmental dimension alone. It calls
for an “integral vision of life that
can inspire better policies, indicators, research and development
processes and criteria for evaluation, while avoiding distorted
concepts of development and
growth”.4 In this way of seeing
things, integral ecology emerges
as a complex and multidimensional concept that unfolds over
time. Here, it is helpful to return
to an image often employed by
Pope Francis; that of a “manyfaceted polyhedron whose different sides form a variegated unity,
in which ‘the whole is greater
than the part’”.5
This is the first aspect that I
would like to highlight: an integral ecology should be seen as a
polyhedron that can lead us to adopt a new vision of the world and
to analyze the issues and challenges
confronting
humanity
today.
The second aspect that I
would highlight is that this new

polyhedral vision of an integral
ecology
develops
specifically
around a pivotal point: the centrality of the human person and consequently the need to promote a
culture of care,6 as opposed to a
throwaway culture, in which “what
is thrown away is not only food
and dispensable objects, but often
human beings themselves”.7 D iscarding others “can take a variety
of forms, such as an obsession
with reducing labour costs”,8
whereby we lose the meaning of
the “value” of the right and duty
to work. That right is essential
for the personal development of
each individual and the growth of
a sense of solidarity within society
at large and with generations yet
to come.
To be sure, the careful implementation of an integral ecology
demands a number of technical,
economic and social instruments
that can really help to bring
about a change of course in our
society. Yet to limit ourselves to
technical and economic aspects
alone would be reductive, to say
the least, and surely insufficient;
this change of course must emphasize the ethical and social aspect inherent in the concept of
integral ecology. To quote Pope
Francis once again, “this muchneeded change of course cannot
take place without a substantial
commitment to education and
training. Nothing will happen unless political and technical solutions are accompanied by a process of education that can propose new ways of living. A new
culture. This calls for an educa-

tional process which fosters in
boys and girls, women and men,
young people and adults, the adoption of a culture of care — care
for oneself, care for others, care
for the environment — in place of
a culture of waste, a ‘throw-away
culture’ where people use and
discard themselves, others and
the environment”.9
Consequently, the third aspect
that I would mention is the need
for education in an integral ecology.
This represents a great cultural,
spiritual and educational challenge, since it must necessarily involve an authentic conversion leading to a change of mentality and
outlook.
Combining these three aspects,
we can say that the polyhedral
vision of an integral ecology —
which must have as its pivotal
point the centrality of the human
person and the promotion of a
culture of care — must be fostered
through a pedagogy aimed at the
mind, heart and hands of each
person. Such an education and
pedagogy can help direct both
politics and the economy to a
genuinely integral and sustainable
human development, one that benefits all the people of our world,
above all the poorest.
To speak of the need for politics and the economy to be directed to an integral ecology brings
us to the second part of the
theme of your Meeting: a “human economy”.
Here too, I would like to focus
on three aspects of this concept.
Let us begin with the etymology
of the word “economy”, which is
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For a polyhedric vision of ecology
quite close to that of “ecology”. Economy, in fact, comes from the Greek
words “oikos” and “nomos”, that is,
laws or rules for the home. These
rules, too, must be grounded in a
vision. To describe an “economy”
with the adjective “human” indicates
that such a vision must likewise be
guided by the polyhedral approach
of integral ecology, which, as I have
said, is distinguished by the centrality
of the human person and the promotion of a culture of care.
Clearly, this calls for a moral discernment, in order to promote “further and deeper reflection on the meaning of the economy and its goals, as
well as a profound and far-sighted
revision of the current model of development, so as to correct its dysfunctions and deviations. This is demanded, in any case, by the earth’s
state of ecological health; above all
it is required by the cultural and
moral crisis of humanity, the symptoms of which have been evident for
some time all over the world”.10 We
need, in fact, “an ‘economic ecology’
capable of appealing to a broader
vision of reality”.11
This is the first aspect I would
emphasize about a human economy:
integral ecology requires a more
“humane” approach to the economy,
based on the command to “till and
keep”.12 In other words, an economic
system must be able to improve —
not destroy — our world.13 I think
for example of those circular models
of production and consumption14 capable of opposing and inverting the
perverse dynamics set in motion by
the throwaway culture.
A human economy thus reminds
us once more that business activity
“is a noble vocation, directed to producing wealth and improving our
world. God encourages us to develop the talents he gave us, and he
has made our universe one of immense potential. In God’s plan,
each individual is called to promote
his or her own development, and
this includes discovering the best
economic and technological means
of multiplying goods and increasing
wealth. Business abilities, which are
a gift from God, should always be
clearly directed to the development

A fisherman stands on dry land, the former site of the Jucutuma Lagoon, Honduras, which was once
a swimming site for the youngsters in the photograph (AFP)

of others and to eliminating poverty,
especially through the creation of diversified work opportunities”.15
The second aspect that I would
mention is precisely the recognition
that a human economy gives to the
fundamental importance of work,
which is, as I have said, an element
essential to a dignified human existence. It is necessary to “provide
everyone with the opportunity to
nurture the seeds that God has
planted in each of us: our talents,
our initiative and our innate resources… Political systems must
keep working to structure society in
such a way that everyone has a
chance to contribute his or her own
talents and efforts… In a genuinely
developed society, work is an essential dimension of social life, for it is
not only a means of earning one’s
daily bread, but also of personal
growth, the building of healthy relationships, self-expression and the exchange of gifts. Work gives us a
sense of shared responsibility for the
development of the world, and ultimately, for our life as a people”.16
A human economy will be directed to promoting a development that
supports business creativity and in-
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Bishop Giovanni D'Alise of Caserta, Italy, at age 72 (4 Oct.)

Msgr Pizzaballa
receives the Pallium

Archbishop Claude Feidt, Archbishop emeritus of Aix, France, at
age 84 (13 Oct.)
Bishop Antonio Ángel Algora
Hernando, Bishop emeritus of
Ciudad Real, Spain, at age 80 (15
O ct.)
Bishop Odore Joseph Gendron,
Bishop emeritus of Manchester,
USA, at age 99 (16 Oct.)
Bishop Bogdan Józef Wojtuś, Auxiliary Bishop emeritus of Gniezno,
Poland, at age 83 (20 Oct.)

On Tuesday, 27 October, in the Santa Marta
Chapel in the Vatican, the Holy Father
imposed the Pallium on His Beatitude
Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Patriarch of Jerusalem
for Latins.

creases rather than reduces the number of jobs. This becomes all the
more important in light of rapid developments in robotics and various
forms of automation. These will
surely bring important advances and
benefits for humanity, but they can
also lead to the disturbing phenomenon of technology-driven unemployment, to which we must respond with creativity and ingenuity.
It bears repeating: “Business, as a
noble vocation, directed to producing wealth and improving our
world, can be a fruitful source of
prosperity for the areas in which it
operates, especially if it sees the creation of jobs as an essential part of
its service to the common good”.17
A human economy marked by the
polyhedral vision of an integral ecology must therefore be directed to fulfilling the command “to till and keep”
and thus to a greater appreciation of
the importance and value of human labour.
A final aspect of a human economy that I would highlight is that, by
virtue of its concern for responsibility, gratuity and justice, it appeals to
intra- and intergenerational solidarity. The range of global challenges
needing to be faced in the twentyfirst century — the Covid-19 pandemic being just the latest clear example of these — calls for a new ethics and a new dynamic in international relations that acknowledges
the fact “as society becomes ever
more globalized, it makes us neighbours but does not make us brothers
and sisters”.18 “At this critical juncture, it is our duty to rethink the future of our common home and our
common project. A complex task lies
before us, one that requires a frank
and coherent dialogue aimed at
strengthening multilateralism and
cooperation between states”.19
In this regard, “we need to attain
a global juridical, political and economic order “which can increase and
give direction to international cooperation for the development of all
peoples in solidarity”20, in the awareness that only by a joint commitment will we be able to give effective responses to issues that transcend national boundaries. “Today,
no state can ensure the common

good of its population if it remains
isolated”.21 Building together presupposes commitment to a constructive
dialogue sincerely directed to the universal common good.
In a word, a truly “human” economy is one that can adopt the polyhedral vision of an integral ecology.
It will respect the centrality of the
human person and the promotion of
a culture of care. It will be
strengthened by efforts to educate to
integral ecology and be guided by
the command to “till and keep”. It
will be committed to the enhancement of the universal common good
and to intra- and intergenerational
solidarity.
An integral economy can thus
make an important contribution to
the change of course that our human family so badly needs, one that
has been made all the more evident
by worldwide phenomena such as
the Covid-19 pandemic and global
warming. These phenomena constantly remind us that we are all
members of the one human family,
brothers and sisters, each with his or
her own unique and essential role
within this family.
I am grateful for the opportunity
to share these reflections with you,
and I offer my best wishes for the
fruitfulness of the Foundation’s efforts to find ways of rethinking, directing and implementing this necessary
change of direction.
* Cardinal Secretary of State
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Holy Father receives in audience
the Prime Minister of Spain
On Saturday morning, 24 October, the Holy Father
received in audience in the Vatican Apostolic Palace
H.E. Mr Pedro Sánchez Pérez-Castejón, Prime Minister of Spain, who subsequently met with Archbishop Paul Richard Gallagher, Secretary for Relations
with States.
The discussions in the Secretariat of State focused
on bilateral relations and on matters of common interest regarding the Holy See and Spain. The importance of constant dialogue between the local Church
and the governing authorities was highlighted.
Lastly, the Parties turned their attention to some issues of an international nature, such as the current
health crisis, the process of European integration and
migration.

Dominican Nuns, who represent
approximately 2,500 sisters in 190
monasteries, across five continents.
While they always had a spot on
the Ordo Praedicatorum website, the
order felt that information on the
Nuns was too hard to find, which
led them to create the new website.

Available in three languages
(English, French, and Spanish),
MonialesOP informs visitors about
the different elements that make up
the contemplative life of a Dominican Nun, as well as the ways in
which they participate in the preaching
mission of the order.
This new digital
home offers important information for
women who are discerning a call to the
monastic life. On the
site, candid photographs of the sisters
going about their duties are placed alongside explanations of
the order’s practices
and good works, in
order to provide a
glimpse of their daily
life.
The sisters note that there are
five keys to the life of a Dominican
Nun: Prayer, Community, Work,
Study, and Preaching. These keys
are essential to their mission, of
which they write:
“In order that we may be perfected in the love of God and neigh-

New Ambassador of Greece
On Saturday, morning, 17 October, the
Holy Father received in audience H.E.
Mr Panos Kalogeropoulos, Ambassador of Greece, for the presentation of the
Letters by which he is accredited to the
Holy See.
H.E. Mr Panos Kalogeropoulos was
born in Athens in 1956. He is a
member of the Orthodox Church
and is not married. He holds degrees in Law and Political Science
from the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens, and practiced
law in Athens (1979-1981) before entering the diplomatic service in 1982,
where he worked at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in the Division for
Southeastern European Countries,

and was head of the Divisions for
Russia, Ukraine and the Republics
of Central Asia, and for foreign relations and the expansion of the
European Union. He has served as
a Diplomat at the Embassies in Germany (1985), Russia (1990), the Permanent Mission at the Organization
for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (1995), and in the following
roles: Consul General in Istanbul,
Turkey (2000-2003); Ambassador to
Lebanon (2007); Head of Protocol
(2012-2013); Ambassador to Germany (2015); Ambassador to India
(2019); and Director General of the
International Organizations and International Security Cooperation
(2020).

Causes of Saints

Promulgation
of Decrees
On Tuesday morning, 27 October, the Holy Father received in
audience Bishop Marcello Semeraro, Prefect of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints.
During the audience, the Supreme Pontiff authorized the
same Congregation to promulgate the following Decrees regarding:

Dominican Nuns launch first official website
for those considering monastic life
The Nuns of the Order of Preachers, known as the Dominican Nuns,
have launched their first official international website, MonialesOP.
The site is the first of its kind to
be completely dedicated to the
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bor through this following of
Christ, we are incorporated into our
Order by profession and consecrated totally to God, and in particular we are dedicated in a new way
to the universal Church, “being appointed entirely for the complete
evangelization of the Word of
God.”
The new site also includes an interactive map that shows the locations of every one of their monasteries around the world, as well as a
more in-depth breakdown of their
many monastic locations by region.
Each region is afforded its own
page where interested parties can
find contact information for the
monastery closest to them.
In a press release, they note that
although each Dominican monastery is autonomous, Dominican
Nuns are bound together by a common Rule and Constitutions. They
also profess obedience to the Master of the Order of Preachers,
which is unique among contemplative orders of nuns. It is due to this
shared obedience that the website
can cater to the needs of each monastery, as a fruit of sisterly communion on an international level.

— the miracle attributed to
the intercession of Blessed
Giustino Maria Russolillo,
priest and Founder of the
Society of Divine Vocations
and the Congregation of the
Sisters of Divine Vocations,
born on 18 January 1891 in
Pianura, Naples, Italy, and
died there on 2 August 1955;
— the miracle attributed to
the intercession of the Venerable Servant of God Maria
Llorença Llong, Foundress of
the Hospital of the Incurables in Naples and of the
Capuchin Sisters, born circa
1463 in Lleida, Spain, and
died on 21 December 1539 in
Naples, Italy;
— the miracle attributed to
the intercession of the Venerable Servant of God Elżbieta
Czacka (in the world Róża),
Foundress of the Congregation of the Franciscan Sisters
Servants of the Cross, born
on 22 October 1876 in Bila
Tserkva, Ukraine, and died
on 15 May 1961 in Laski, Poland;
— the martyrdom of the
Servants of God Léonard
Melki and Thomas Saleh,
professed priests of the Order of Capuchin Friars
Minor, killed in hatred of the
faith in 1915 and 1917 in Turkey;
— the martyrdom of the
Servant of God Luigi Lenzini, diocesan priest, killed in
hatred of the faith on the
night between 20 and 21 July
1945 in Crocette di Pavullo,
Italy;
— the martyrdom of the
Servant of God Isabel
Cristina Mrad Campos, lay
woman, killed in hatred of
the faith on 1 September
1982 in Juiz de Fora, Brazil;
— the heroic virtues of the
Servant of God Roberto
Giovanni, professed brother
of the Congregation of the
Sacred Stigmata of Our Lord
Jesus Christ, born on 18
March 1903 in Rio Claro,
Brazil, and died on 11 January 1994 in Campinas, Brazil;
— the heroic virtues of the
Servant of God Maria Teresa
of the Heart of Jesus (in the
world Celia Méndez y Delgado), Co-foundress of the
Congregation of the Handmaids of the Divine Heart of
Jesus, born on 11 February
1844 in Fuentes de Andalucía, Spain, and died on 2
June 1908 in Seville, Spain.

L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO

number 44, Friday, 30 October 2020

CELEBRATING

THE

page 11

CONCILIAR DECLARATION

Sources of Fratelli Tutti

Fifty five years after ‘Nostra Aetate’
ABRAHAM SKORKA *
At the beginning of October, Pope Francis
presented his Encyclical Fratelli Tutti to the
world. His message, which is a call to a human
brotherhood and sisterhood that excludes no
one, is rooted in the vision of the Hebrew
prophets. Beginning with the generation of

Amos, Isaiah, Hosea and Micah, the prophets
envisioned a time when people would no
longer raise swords against one another. Instead, every people would in their own way acknowledge the Creator who expects justice and
love from all humanity. This vision also informed the later development of both Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism and surely inspired the Pope at this critical moment in
world history.
One of the central themes of the Encyclical
is a phrase that Francis highly values: “dialogue with the other”. The Pope calls on a
fragmented humanity to see itself as a unity, as
a family. He offers a powerful reflection on the
parable of the Good Samaritan to convey the
crucial lesson that COVID-19 is also teaching us:
the urgent need to overcome divisions through
encounters and dialogues that lead to knowledge and affection among peoples.
The post-New Testament rabbinic tradition
developed similar ideas. The midrash Bereishit
Rabbah, 24 tells about a difference of opinion
between the sage Shimon Ben Azzai and the
famous Rabbi Akiva. Akiva said that the biblical verse Leviticus 19:18, “You shall love your
neighbour as yourself”, is the fundamental

Joint Press Release Commission for
Religious Relations with the Jews and the International
Jewish Committee for Interreligious Consultations
October 28, 2020 — Rome and
New York — In a dramatic
demonstration of Catholic-Jewish amity, the Vatican’s Commission for Religious Relations
with the Jews (CRRJ) and the
International Jewish Committee
for Interreligious Consultations
(IJCIC) exchanged public messages in commemoration of the
fifty-fifth anniversary of Nostra
Aetate, the milestone document
of the Catholic Church articulating a new and better era in
Christian-Jewish relations.
Cardinal Kurt Koch, President of CRRJ since 2010, and
Rabbi Noam Marans, Chair of
IJCIC (2019-2021), issued statements affirming the reconciliatory themes of Nostra Aetate and
praising the progress achieved
during the past fifty-five years.
Cardinal
Koch’s
message
states, “It is without doubt that
Nostra Aetate (no. 4) laid the
foundation for relations between
Catholics and Jews and can
therefore rightly be considered
the ‘Magna Carta’ of CatholicJewish relations.”
Rabbi
Marans’s
message
notes that Nostra Aetate (no. 4)
“has been dramatically amplified by papal visits to synagogues, to the horrific yet sacred sites of the crimes of the
Holocaust, and to the State of

Israel following the establishment of Vatican-Israel diplomatic relations in 1993.” IJCIC
praised Pope Francis’s leadership in condemning rising antisemitism and expressed solidarity with Christians facing persecution.
CRRJ was founded in 1974 as
the successor to the Office for
Catholic-Jewish Relations in actualizing the mandate of Nostra
Aetate (no. 4). Over the decades, the Commission has expanded its teachings and initiatives and co-convenes with IJCIC
the biennial International Catholic-Jewish Liaison Committee
to address ongoing issues of
mutual concern.
For half a century IJCIC has
served as the official partner of
the Catholic Church, representing world Jewry in its vibrant
dialogue with the Vatican. The
eleven constituent organizations
of IJCIC — American Jewish
Committee,
Anti-Defamation
League, B’nai B’rith International, Central Conference of
American Rabbis, Israeli Jewish
Council for Interreligious Relations,
Rabbinical
Assembly,
Rabbinical Council of America,
Union for Reform Judaism,
Union of Orthodox Congregations of America, United Syn-

agogue of Conservative Judaism, World Jewish Congress —
join together in their ideological
and international diversity to
advance Catholic-Jewish relations.
IJCIC’s
officers are Rabbi
Noam Marans, Chair, who represents American Jewish Committee; Rabbi David Sandmel,
Vice-Chair, who represents AntiDefamation League; and Rabbi
Mark Dratch, Treasurer, who
represents Rabbinical Council
of America.
Cardinal KURT KO CH
President of the Commission for
Religious Relations with the Jews
Rabbi NOAM MARANS
Chair of the International Jewish
Committee for Interreligious
Consultations

principle of the Torah, that is, it sums up its
essence. Ben Azzai held instead that the verse
Genesis 5:1, “This is the account of Adam’s
family line — on the day that God created humankind, God made it in God’s likeness”, better summarizes the Torah. Some 250 years
later, Rabbi Tanchuma expounded upon Ben
Azzai’s position. If one relied only on Leviticus 19:18, he explained, they might wrongly say
“Since I am scorned, I should scorn my fellow
as well; since I have been cursed, I will curse
my fellow as well”. But, said Tanchumah, “if
you act thus, realize who it is that you are willing to have humiliated — ‘the one who was
made in the likeness of God’”. In other words,
we must see the radiance of God in the face of
our neighbour.
It is interesting to see the parallel between
this rabbinical discussion and Matthew 22:3640. There Jesus combines Leviticus 19:18 with
Deuteronomy 6:4, “You shall love the Lord
your God with all your heart, and with all
your soul, and with all your mind”. Thus, we
see that Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism
both derive a similar insight from biblical Israel: the love of God is indivisibly linked to
love of neighbour. Or as the encyclical puts it,
because we are all made in God’s likeness, we
need to be “neighbours without borders”.
A chapter of Fratelli Tutti is devoted to all
religions being at the service of human brotherhood and sisterhood. It is therefore fitting
that this same month in which the new encyclical was released also marks 55 years since the
issuance of the conciliar declaration, Nostra
Aetate. It is explicitly mentioned in paragraph
277 of Fratelli Tutti, but its spirit of dialogue
can be found throughout the Encyclical.
The first fruit of the encounter between Jews
and Catholics that began after the Shoah and
centuries of misunderstanding and contempt,
Nostra Aetate marked a milestone in the history
of Jewish-Catholic relations. Its great achievement was that it led to concrete measures to
promote friendship between Jews and Catholics. There had to be a reckoning of past failings, a sincere dedication to listening to each
other’s viewpoints, a genuine valuing of the
other’s spiritual richness, and the active commitment to work together on behalf of humanity. Building such a new relationship takes time
and still continues, but the achievement of significant rapprochement between Catholics and
Jews serves as the paradigm for efforts toward
amity and common purpose among all the religions.
The impact of Nostra Aetate can also be seen
in the document on “Human Fraternity for
World Peace and Living Together” that Pope
Francis and Grand Imam Ahmad Al-Tayyeb
signed in 2019 and to which Fratelli Tutti refers.
This key Catholic-Muslim text is a fruit of
Nostra Aetate’s desire “to work sincerely for mutual understanding” between the two great religions. Indeed, the Encyclical draws to a close
by quoting their joint appeal for peace, justice
and fraternity, “In the name of God, who has
created all human beings equal in rights, duties and dignity, and who has called them to
live together as brothers and sisters, to fill the
earth and make known the values of goodness,
love and peace”.
To this, surely all human beings can respond, “Amen!”
* Institute for Jewish Catholic Relations, Saint
Joseph’s University, Philadelphia
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ANGELUS

Concerned about the recent news of unrest in Nigeria, the
Holy Father invited the faithful gathered in Saint Peter’s
Square for the Angelus on Sunday, 25 October, to pray for the
African nation, and called on political leaders to promote
justice and the common good. Earlier Pope Francis had
reflected on the day’s Gospel Reading of Mathew (22:34-40)
on love of God and neighbour. The following is a translation
of his words which he shared in Italian.

After the Marian Prayer the Holy Father calls for an end to violence

Promoting justice and
the common good in Nigeria
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
In today’s Gospel passage (cf. Mt
22:34-40), a doctor of the Law
asks Jesus “which is the great
commandment” (v. 36), that is,
the principal commandment of all
divine Law. Jesus simply answers:
“You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your
mind” (v. 37). And he immediately adds: “And a second is like
it, You shall love your neighbour
as yourself” (v. 39).
Jesus’ response once again
takes up and joins two fundamental precepts, which God gave
his people through Moses (cf. Dt
6:5; Lv 19:18). And thus he overcomes the snare that is laid for
him in order “to test him” (Mt
22:35). His questioner, in fact,
tries to draw him into the dispute
among the experts of the Law regarding the hierarchy of the prescriptions. But Jesus establishes
two essential principles for believers of all times; two essential principles of our
life. The first is that moral and religious life cannot be reduced to an
anxious and forced obedience. There are people
who seek to fulfil the
commandments in an
anxious or forced manner, and Jesus helps us
understand that moral
and religious life cannot
be reduced to anxious or
forced obedience, but
must have love as its precept. The second principle is that love must
tend together and inseparably toward God and
toward neighbour. This
is one of the primary innovations of Jesus’ teachings, and it helps us un-

derstand that what is not expressed in love of neighbour is
not true love of God; and, likewise, what is not drawn from
one’s relationship with God is not
true love of neighbour.
Jesus concludes his response
with these words: “On these two
commandments depend all the
law and the prophets” (v. 40).
This means that all the precepts
the Lord has given to his people
must be related to love of God
and neighbour. In fact, all the
commandments serve to implement, to express that twofold indivisible love. Love for God is
expressed above all in prayer,
particularly in adoration. We neglect the adoration of God a great
deal. We recite the prayer of
thanksgiving, the supplication to
ask for something..., but we neglect adoration. Adoring God is
precisely the heart of prayer. And
love for neighbour, which is also
called fraternal charity, consists in
closeness,
listening,
sharing,
caring for others. And so often

we neglect to listen to others because it is boring or because it
takes up our time, or [we neglect]
to accompany them, to support
them in their suffering, in their
trials.... But we always find the
time to gossip, always! We do not
have time to console the afflicted,
but so much time to gossip. Be
careful!
The Apostle John writes: “he
who does not love his brother
whom he has seen, cannot love
God whom he has not seen ” (1
Jn 4:20). Thus, we see the unity
of these two commandments.
In today’s Gospel passage,
once again, Jesus helps us go to
the living and gushing wellspring
of Love. And this wellspring is
God himself, to be loved completely in a communion that
nothing and no one can break. A
communion that is a gift to be requested each day, but also a personal commitment not to let our
lives become enslaved by the
idols of the world. And the proof
of our journey of conversion and

holiness always consists in love of
neighbour. This is the test: if I
say “I love God” and do not love
my neighbour, it does not work.
The verification that I love God
is that I love my neighbour. As
long as there is a brother or sister
to whom we close our hearts, we
will still be far from being disciples as Jesus asks us. But his divine mercy does not allow us to
be discouraged, but rather calls
us to begin anew each day to live
the Gospel consistently.
May the intercession of Mary
Most Holy open our hearts to
welcome the “great commandment”, the twofold commandment of love, which contains all
of God’s Law and on which our
salvation depends.
After the Angelus, the Holy Father
continued:
Dear brothers and sisters, I am
following with particular concern
the news coming from Nigeria,
regarding the violent clashes that
have recently occurred between
law enforcement and several
young protesters. Let us pray to
the Lord that any form of violence may always be avoided, in
the constant search for social harmony through the promotion of
justice and the common good.
I greet all of you, people of
Rome and pilgrims who have
come from various countries; families, parish groups, associations
and individual faithful. In particular, I greet the “Cell of evangelization” group from the Parish of
Saint Michael the Archangel in
Rome; and also the young people
of the Immacolata, who are here
today!

