Price € 1,00. Back issues € 2,00

L’OSSERVATORE ROMANO
WEEKLY EDITION

IN ENGLISH

Unicuique suum
Fifty-third year, number 35 (2.661)

Non praevalebunt
Vatican City

Friday, 28 August 2020

At the General Audience the Pope continues his catechesis on the crises aggravated by the pandemic

Inequality fruit of a ‘sick economy’

See page 3

Children from Harare, Zimbabwe, where the population is affected by severe drought, help carry buckets of water (Epa)

Audiences to resume
As of Wednesday, 2 September,
the General Audiences with the
participation of the faithful will
take place in the San Damaso
Courtyard of the Apostolic Palace,
beginning at 9.30 am.
Attendance is open to all
without the need of tickets.
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To weather the storm: all together
ANDREA MONDA
Everyone remembers what happened five months ago in the afternoon of 27 March, when the shadows of sunset were gathering together with the rain filled clouds over
Saint Peter’s Square, and the Pope
slowly climbed the steps of the parvis to raise his voice and pray to
God the Creator, who in those days,
seemed to have forgotten to watch
over his creation. “For weeks now it
has been evening”, Francis said.
“Thick darkness has gathered over
our squares, our streets and our cities; it has taken over our lives,
filling everything with a deafening
silence and a distressing void, that
stops everything as it passes by; we
feel it in the air, we notice in
people’s gestures, their glances give
them away. We find ourselves afraid
and lost. Like the disciples in the
Gospel we were caught off guard by
an unexpected, turbulent storm. We
have realized that we are on the
same boat, all of us fragile and disoriented, but at the same time important and needed, all of us called
to row together, each of us in need
of comforting the other. On this
boat … are all of us. Just like those
disciples, who spoke anxiously with
one voice, saying ‘We are perishing’
(v. 38), so we too have realized that

we cannot go on thinking of
ourselves, but only together can we
do this.... The storm exposes our
vulnerability and uncovers those
false and superfluous certainties
around which we have constructed
our daily schedules, our projects,
our habits and priorities”.
The message was strong and
clear: we are not self-sufficient; on
our own we drown. And then an
opening towards hope, towards a
wider gaze and above all a more
grateful one: our lives are “sustained
by ordinary people — often forgotten people — who do not appear in
newspaper and magazine headlines”
but who “are in these very days
writing the decisive events of our
time: doctors, nurses, supermarket
employees, cleaners, caregivers, providers of transport, law and order
forces, volunteers, priests, religious
men and women and so very many
others who have understood that no
one reaches salvation by themselves”.
The Pope returned to this image
of the storm, once again opening
our gaze to hope, during his catechesis for the General Audience on
Wednesday, 26 August: “In the face
of the pandemic and its social consequences, many risk losing hope.
In this time of uncertainty and anguish, I invite everyone to welcome

the gift of hope that comes from
Christ. It is He who helps us navigate the tumultuous waters of sickness, death and injustice, which do
not have the last word over our final
destination”. The risk is not only of
losing hope but also reason, and of
letting fear and the struggle for survival prevail over the sense of solidarity. When the storm rages, the cry
that is raised in fact translates to
“save yourself if you can”. But there
is deceit in the word “yourself”…. It
would be more correct to cry “save
me if you can”. If it is true that no
one can save themselves on their
own, then demand must give way to
prayer. Your life becomes vita mea
instead of mors.
There is a true story that
happened about half a century ago
which demonstrates this truth and
undoes an ancient myth; a story that
speaks precisely about the storm.
Dutch economist Rutger Bregman
told this story in his essay, “Humankind. A Hopeful History”, and
Francesco Chiamulera proposed it
again at a theatre reading a few days
ago during the event, “A Mountain
of Books” in Cortina D’Ampezzo.
In June 1965, six youths between the
ages of 13 and 16, students at Saint
Andrew’s, a strict Catholic boarding
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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New Ambassador of
Australia

VATICAN
BULLETIN
AUDIENCES
Thursday, 27 August
H.E. Mrs Chiara Porro, Ambassador
of Australia, for the presentation of
her Letters of Credence
Cardinal Willem Jacobus Eijk, Archbishop of Utrecht, Holland
Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa,
OFM, titular Archbishop of Verbe,
Apostolic Administrator “sede vacante” of the Patriarchate of Jerusalem for Latins
Mr Maximino Caballero Ledo, Secretary General of the Secretariat for
the Economy, with his wife

COUNCIL

FOR THE

Mr Alberto Minali; Ms María Concepción Osákar Garaicoechea, and
Ms Ruth Maria Kelly.

ECONOMY

On 6 August, the Holy Father appointed as Members of the Council
for the Economy the following:
Cardinal Péter Erdő, Archbishop
of Esztergom-Budapest; Cardinal
Odilo Pedro Scherer, Archbishop of
São Paulo; Cardinal Gérald Cyprien
Lacroix, ISPX, Archbishop of Québec; Cardinal Joseph William Tobin,
Archbishop of Newark; Cardinal
Anders Arborelius, Bishop of Stockholm; and Cardinal Giuseppe Petrocchi, Archbishop of L’Aquila; and
lay people: Prof. Charlotte KreuterKirchhof; Ms Eva Castillo Sanz; Ms
Leslie Jane Ferrar; Ms Maríja Kolak;

RELATIONS

WITH

STATES

The Holy Father appointed Archbishop Luciano Russo, titular Archbishop of Monteverde, as Apostolic
Nuncio to Panama. Until now he
has been Apostolic Nuncio to Algeria and Tunisia (22 Aug.).

NECROLO GY
Archbishop Luis Abilio Sebastiani
Aguirre, SM, Archbishop emeritus of
Ayacucho o Huamanga, Peru, at age
85 (10 Aug.)

On Thursday morning, 27 August,
the Holy Father received in audience
H.E. Ms Chiara Porro, Ambassador of Australia, for the presentation
of the Letters by which she is accredited to the Holy See.
H.E. Ms Chiara Porro, 36, is
married and has two children.
She holds a Master of International Relations and Diplomacy
from the University of Leiden,
the Netherlands and a Bachelor
of Arts in Politics, Philosophy
and Economics from the University of York, United Kingdom.
She speaks Italian and French.
Ambassador Porro is a career diplomat who joined Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs and
Trade (DFAT) in 2009. She has
held a range of positions in Canberra, including most recently as
Director, Ministerial and Execu-

Bishop François-Mathurin Gourvès,
Bishop emeritus of Vannes,
France, at age 91 (12 Aug.)
MEP,

Pope Francis expresses his closeness to the people of Cabo Delgado in Mozambique

Surprise phone call to the Bishop of Pemba
Pope Francis recently made a surprise telephone call to Bishop Luiz
Fernando Lisboa of Pemba, Mozambique, expressing his closeness to
the people of Cabo Delgado region.
The Pope’s gesture brought much
“reassurance and comfort”, said
Bishop Lisboa, who has been drawing attention to the worsening humanitarian situation in this region
where growing insurgency is posing
a threat to large investments in the
area’s gas reserves.
“The Holy Father said he was following events in our province with

great concern and that he is constantly praying for us”, the Bishop
explained. “He also told me that if
there was anything else that he
could do, we should not hesitate to
ask him. He is ready to walk with
us”. The prelate said he took the opportunity to thank Pope Francis for
his prayers for Cabo Delgado during the Urbi et Orbi Blessing on
Easter Sunday, 12 April, highlighting
that the mention had led to increased awareness of the area’s
plight, as well as to aid from various
congregations, humanitarian organ-

Pope recalls Day commemorating the victims of persecution

izations and many individuals, both
local and not. “Holy Father, you
have placed Cabo Delgado on the
world map”, Bishop Lisboa said to
Pope Francis gratefully.
During the telephone call, Bishop
Lisboa also informed Pope Francis
of the difficult situation in the port
city of Mocimboa da Praia. The
Pope encouraged the Bishop to contact Cardinal Michael Czerny for
humanitarian aid assistance, and
offered his blessing to the people of
Cabo Delgado and to all Mozambicans. Meanwhile, Bishop Lisboa assured the Holy Father of his personal and his community’s daily prayers
for him and his ministry.

‘No’ to the use of religion
to incite violence

For the hospital in one of the poorest areas of Malawi

“God has no need to be defended by anyone and does not want His
name to be used to terrorize people”, the Pope said in a tweet on Saturday, 22 August, on the occasion of the United Nations International
Day Commemorating the Victims of Acts of Violence Based on Religion
or Belief. “We call upon everyone to stop using religions to incite hatred,
violence, extremism and blind fanaticism”, he added. With the proclamation of this International Day, the General Assembly intends to remind
all States of their “responsibility to promote and protect human rights,
including the human rights of persons belonging to religious minorities,
including their right to exercise their religion or belief freely”.
The resolution on the proclamation of the International Day against
religion–based violence was approved in May 2019, in response to “continuing acts of intolerance and violence based on religion or belief
against individuals, including against persons belonging to religious communities and religious minorities around the world, and the number and
intensity of such incidents”.
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Pope donates ventilators
Ventilators donated recently by Pope Francis to Malawi’s Likuni Mission
Hospital arrived at just the right time to this area on the outskirts of Lilongwe, which had been completely without ventilators. Sr Agnes Lungu, the
hospital’s Director, gratefully welcomed the gift of healthcare equipment to
assist patients suffering from the coronavirus. As reported by the Association
of Member Episcopal Conferences of Eastern Africa, through Archbishop
Gianfranco Gallone, Apostolic Nuncio to the African nation, the ventilators
were consigned to the facility by Archbishop Tarcisius Ziyaye of Lilongwe,
President of the Catholic Secretariat of Malawi. “The Holy Father is truly
worried about this deadly pandemic that has shaken the entire world. As a
gesture of gratitude we will continue to pray for him”, the prelate said. The
231-bed hospital, which is located several miles from the capital, is run by
the Missionary Sisters of Saint Francis of Assisi. Each year it assists some
45,000 people, most of whom are farmers and low-income shop keepers.
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GENERAL AUDIENCE

Inequality and environmental degradation, fuelled and aggravated by
the pandemic are fruit of a “sick economy”, Pope Francis said, as he
continued his series of catecheses on the crisis caused by the pandemic
at the General Audience on Wednesday, 26 August. The following is a
translation of his remarks which he shared in Italian from the library
of the Vatican’s Apostolic Palace.

Inequality and environmental
degradation are fruit of a ‘sick economy’
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
In the face of the pandemic and
its social consequences, many risk
losing hope. In this time of uncertainty and anguish, I invite
everyone to welcome the gift of
hope that comes from Christ. It is
He who helps us navigate the tumultuous waters of sickness,
death and injustice, which do not
have the last word over our final
destination.
The pandemic has exposed and
aggravated social problems, above
all that of inequality. Some
people can work from home,
while this is impossible for many
others. Certain children, notwithstanding the difficulties involved,
can continue to receive an academic education, while this has
been abruptly interrupted for
many, many others. Some powerful nations can issue money to
deal with the crisis, while this
would mean mortgaging the future for others.
These symptoms of inequality
reveal a social illness; it is a virus
that comes from a sick economy.
And we must say it simply: the
economy is sick. It has become
ill. It is the fruit of unequal economic growth — this is the illness:
the fruit of unequal economic
growth — that disregards fundamental human values. In today’s
world, a few wealthy people possess more than all the rest of humanity. I will repeat this so that it
makes us think: a few wealthy
people, a small group, possess
more than all the rest of humanity. This is pure statistics. This is
an injustice that cries out to heaven! At the same time, this economic model is indifferent to the
damage inflicted on our common
home. Care is not being taken of
our common home. We are close
to exceeding many limits of our
wonderful planet, with serious
and irreversible consequences:
from the loss of biodiversity and
climate change to rising sea levels
and the destruction of the tropical forests. Social inequality and
environmental degradation go together and have the same root
(cf. Encyclical, Laudato Si’, 101):

the sin of wanting to possess and
wanting to dominate over one’s
brothers and sisters, of wanting to
possess and dominate nature and
God himself. But this is not the
design for creation.
“In the beginning God entrusted the earth and its resources to
the common stewardship of mankind to take care of them” (Catechism of the Catholic Church,
2402). God has called us to dominate the earth in his name (cf.
Gen 1:28), tilling it and keeping it
like a garden, everyone’s garden
(cf. Gen 2:15). “‘Tilling’ refers to
cultivating, ploughing or working, while ‘keeping’ means caring,
protecting, overseeing and preserving” (LS, 67). But be careful
not to interpret this as a carte
blanche to do whatever you want
with the earth. No. There exists a
“relationship of mutual responsibility” (ibid.) between ourselves
and nature. A relationship of mutual
responsibility
between
ourselves and nature. We receive
from creation and we give back in
return. “Each community can
take from the bounty of the earth
whatever it needs for subsistence,
but it also has the duty to protect
the earth” (ibid.). It goes both
ways.
In fact, the earth “was here before us and it has been given to
us” (ibid.), it has been given by
God “for the whole human race”
(CCC, 2402). And therefore it is
our duty to make sure that its
fruit reaches everyone, not just a
few people. And this is a key element of our relationship with
earthly goods. As the Fathers of
the Second Vatican Council recalled, they said: “Man should regard the external things that he
legitimately possesses not only as
his own but also as common in
the sense that they should be able
to benefit not only him but also
others” (Pastoral Constitution
Gaudium et Spes, 69). In fact,
“the ownership of any property
makes its holder a steward of
Providence, with the task of making it fruitful and communicating
its benefits to others” (CCC,
2404). We are administrators of
the goods, not masters. Adminis-

trators. “Yes, but the good is
mine”: that is true, it is yours, but
to administer it, not to possess it
selfishly for yourself.
To ensure that what we possess
brings value to the community,
“political authority has the right
and duty to regulate the legitimate exercise of the right to ownership for the sake of the common good” (ibid., 2406).1 The
“subordination of private property to the universal destination of
goods, […] is a golden rule of social conduct and the first principle of the whole ethical and social order” (LS, 93).2
Property and money are instruments that can serve mission.
However, we easily transform
them into ends, whether individual or collective. And when this
happens, essential human values
are affected. The homo sapiens is
deformed and becomes a species
of homo œconomicus — in a detrimental sense — a species of man
that is individualistic, calculating
and domineering. We forget that,
being created in the image and
likeness of God, we are social,
creative and solidary beings with
an immense capacity to love. We
often forget this. In fact, from
among all the species, we are the
beings who are the most cooperative and we flourish in community, as is seen well in the experience of the saints. There is a
saying in Spanish that inspired
me to write this phrase. It says:
“Florecemos en racimo, como los
santos”: we flourish in community,
as is seen well in the experience
of the saints.3
When the obsession to possess
and dominate excludes millions
of persons from having primary
goods; when economic and technological inequality are such that
the social fabric is torn; and when
dependence on unlimited material
progress threatens our common
home, then we cannot stand by
and watch. No, this is distressing.
We cannot stand by and watch!
With our gaze fixed on Jesus (cf.
Heb 12:2) and with the certainty
that His love is operative through
the community of His disciples,
we must act all together, in the

hope of generating something
different and better. Christian
hope, rooted in God, is our anchor. It moves the will to share,
strengthening our mission as disciples of Christ, who shared
everything with us.
The first Christian communities
understood this. They lived difficult times, like us. Aware that
they formed one heart and one
soul, they put all of their goods
in common, bearing witness to
Christ’s abundant grace in them
(cf. Acts 4:32-35). We are experiencing a crisis. The pandemic has
put us all in crisis. But let us remember that after a crisis a person is not the same. We come out
of it better, or we come out of it
worse. This is our option. After
the crisis, will we continue with
this economic system of social injustice and depreciating care for
the environment, for creation, for
our common home? Let’s think
about this. May the Christian
communities of the 21st century
recuperate this reality — care for
creation and social justice: they
go together —, thus bearing witness to the Lord’s Resurrection.
If we take care of the goods that
the Creator gives us, if we put
what we possess in common in
such a way that no one would be
lacking, then we would truly inspire hope to regenerate a more
healthy and equal world.
And in conclusion, let us think
about the children. Read the statistics: how many children today
are dying of hunger because of a
non good distribution of riches,
because of the economic system
as I said above; and how many
children today do not have the
right to education for the same
reason. May this image of children in want due to hunger and
the lack of education help us understand that after this crisis we
must come out of it better. Thank
you.
1 Cf GS, 71; S. JOHN PAUL II, Encyclical Letter Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 42; Encyclical Letter Centesimus Annus, 40, 48).
2 Cf. St. JOHN PAUL II, Encyclical
Letter Laborem Exercens, 19.
3 “Florecemos en racimo, como los
santos” (We bloom in clusters,
like the saints): a popular expression in Spanish.
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Pope John Paul 1 on the path to sainthood

History of the
Cause of Canonization
STEFANIA FALASCA
nly recognition of the miracle is
missing. Then Pope Luciani will
be able to ascend to the Honours
of the Altars. The history of the
Cause of John Paul I embraces an
arc of nearly 15 years. It opened late, in 2003, 25
years after his death. And he was the only one
of the 20th century Popes proceeding toward
Canonization to have waited so long for his
Cause to be opened. However, requests for his
introduction began to arrive in John Paul I’s
native diocese from all over the world immediately after his death on 28 September 1978. The
then Bishop Maffeo Ducoli of Belluno-Feltre reported receiving “a crescendo of thousands of
requests for the introduction of the Cause, all
preserved at the Archive of the Curia of Belluno”. With nothing official, signatures were
gathered for the 34-day Pope by a grass-roots
initiative which involved various countries, including Brazil, Switzerland, France, Canada and
the United States.
On 9 June 1990, Archbishop Serafim
Fernandes de Araújo of Belo Horizonte presented the request for the introduction of the Cause
directly to Pope John Paul II with a petition
signed by the entire Episcopal Conference of
Brazil. The 226 bishop signatories highlighted
the motivations that led them to the collective
petition, considering the example of the habitus
virtuoso of the Bishop of Rome, Albino Luciani,
who showed himself to be the “typical synthesis
of a man of God, which is the fullness of humanity and at the same time the fullness of
Christ”, and as such he “was an apostle of the
Council, whose teachings he explained with
crystal clarity and whose directives he translated
rightly into practice. Thus, “our most intimate
conviction”, the Brazilian Bishops stated in conclusion, “is that we are interpreting the favourable judgment of many other brothers in the
episcopate, and translating a most profound aspiration of the faithful of the Church of Brazil,
as well as of Catholics throughout the world”.
However, only during the ministry of the
Salesian Bishop Vincenzo Savio of BellunoFeltre from 18 February 2001 to 31 March 2004
could the diocesan Inquest be begun into the
heroism of John Paul I’s life, his virtues and
reputation for holiness.
Noting the constant and growing reputation
for holiness of the Pope from Belluno, on 26
April 2003 Bishop Vincenzo Savio of BellunoFeltre formally requested from Cardinal Camillo
Ruini, then Vicar of Rome, consent to open the
Cause not at the Vicariate of Rome, the natural
seat of competence, but in the late Pope’s native
diocese of Belluno-Feltre, supported by these
motivations: “By reason of the very brief residence — the Servant of God’s Pontificate having
lasted little more than a month in the Diocese
of Rome — most of his life was spent and, con-

O

The Smiling Pope
Forty-two years ago, on Saturday evening, 26 August 1978, Albino Luciani,
Patriarch of Venice, was elected Pope on
the fourth ballot, succeeding Paul VI.
Luciani assumed the double name
‘John Paul’ in homage to his predecessors, John XXIII and Paul VI. The
former had appointed him Bishop of
Vittorio Veneto, thus including him
among the Fathers of the Council,
while the latter had transferred him to
Venice and created him Cardinal.
No one, on that hot summer evening, could have imagined that the Pontificate of John Paul I, a mild and
humble shepherd from the Veneto Region, born on 17 October 1912, would
be among the shortest in history. Fortytwo years after his election, at a time
when the Second Vatican Council is
the object of attacks and criticism, it is
significant to remember Luciani by
reading some of the words he wrote to
the faithful of his diocese when he was
Bishop and Council Father, to explain
what was happening in Rome. In a letter to his diocese dated 14 October
1963 he tried to convey his experience
of the universality of the Church as he
witnessed it at the Council: “There they
are, the beards of missionary bishops,
the black faces of Africans, the protruding cheekbones of Asians”.
The Cause of Canonization of John
Paul I, who was known as “the Smiling
Pope” due to his mild and gentle character, has been underway since 2003.
After three years at the diocesan phase,
the documents arrived in Rome in
2006, and the Positio (formal argument
for sainthood) of Pope Luciani began
to be examined by the Congregation
for the Causes of Saints. A meticulous
investigation of the testimonies and
documents led to the conclusion of the
case in November 2017. A miracle that
will clear him for beatification is currently being examined. It concerns an
extraordinary healing through the presumed intercession of John Paul I
which took place in 2011 in Argentina,
in the Diocese of Buenos Aires.

sequently, his Magisterium was expressed, first
in this diocese, then in the neighbouring dioceses of Vittorio Veneto, and lastly in the Patriarchate of Venice”. Bishop Savio, communicating to the diocese the initiative assumed,
broadly explained the motivations that had induced him to undertake this step, spurred by
the over 300,000 petitioning signatures that had
been received, and to formulate the request that
the Cause be processed at the native diocese
whereas: “Albino Luciani spent his childhood,
his seminary formation, his presbyteral service
and was vicar general of the Diocese of Belluno
until the age of 46, and his commitments first as
bishop and then as patriarch did not separate
him from his native Venetian land, except for
the 33 days of his pontificate”. These motives
also supported the opportunity “to deepen the
context of familial and local faith in which Albino Luciani grew up”. Thus, on 17 June 2003,
the Congregation for the Causes of Saints granted the nihil obstat.

On 23 November 2003, exactly 23 years after
Pope Luciani’s death, the solemn opening of the
Cause was held in the Cathedral Basilica of Belluno. Wholly uncharacteristically, the inaugural
session of the diocesan Inquest was attended by
the then Prefect of the Congregation for the
Causes of Saints, Cardinal José Saraiva Martins,
who emphasized that this circumstance offered
the opportunity to come to know and expand
on the figure and work of Albino Luciani, “so
that one day we can invoke, as a Saint, this
great man from the local Church of Belluno to
the universal Church as Bishop of Rome”.
The Bishop being a Salesian, appointed Fr
Pasquale Liberatore, Postulator General of the
Salesian family, as postulator of the Cause.
Upon his death in October 2013, Salesian Fr
Enrico dal Covolo was appointed, having succeeded Fr Pasquale Liberatore as Postulator
General of the Salesian family in the meantime.
The ecclesiastic tribunal of the diocesan Inquest
began working on 22 November 2003 and con-

Stefania Falasca, vice postulator of the Cause of Canonization of John Paul I, and Fr Vincenzo Criscuolo, relator general of the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints, on 17 October 2016 at the consignment of the Positio

cluded its work three years later on 10 November 2006.
The diocesan process was divided into 203
sessions, during which, in the episcopal Sees of
Belluno, Vittorio Veneto, Venice and Rome, 167
witnesses were examined — all but one de visu
and nine ex officio — in addition to the depositions of three experts from the historical Commission. Two theologians from Belluno, teachers
at the diocesan seminary, were tasked with examining his published writings. The documents
of the diocesan process were transmitted to the
Congregation for the Causes of Saints in Rome
in November 2006.
On 9 November 2017, upon examining the received documents in order to concede their
validity, the ordinary Congress of the Congregation observed that the documentation received
presented various gaps in particular reference to
that held at the historical Archive of the Patriarchate of Venice and at the Archive of the Episcopal Conference of Triveneto. In order to acquire this documentation the Congregation for
the Causes of Saints required a supplemental investigation. Thus, on 25 March 2008 Bishop Giuseppe Andrich of Belluno-Feltre instituted the
supplementary tribunal for the diocesan Inquest,
giving me the task of directing the investigation.
On 13 June 2008, only after the consignment of
these archival papers, the formal validity of the
principal and supplemental documents of the
diocesan Inquest were recognized by decree.
Thus began the Roman phase of the process,
which calls for the necessary research for the
purposes of the complete acquisition of the Servant of God’s papers, the historical-scientific
study, the inspection of all documentary and
testimonial sources with the relative critical evaluation and therefore the drafting and composition of the Positio, the dossier which includes
the corpus of documentary and testimonial
proof that must demonstrate the heroism of life,
the virtues and reputation for holiness of the
candidate for the Honours of the Altars.
On 27 June 2008 Fr Cristoforo Bove was appointed as the relator of the Cause and entrusted me with the composition and drafting of the
Positio which, beginning in 2012, involved the
cooperation of Canale d’Agordo native Fr Davide Fiocco, a theologian and professor of patrology. After Fr Bove’s death, the Cause was assigned to Fr Vincenzo Criscuolo, relator general
of the said Congregation for the Causes of
Saints, who continued the work undertaken, requesting the appropriate in-depth examinations
and further necessary acquisitions regarding
both the documentary and testimonial portions.
Moreover, the belated opening of the Cause
had compromised the acquisition of precious
eyewitnesses, just as it had led to a certain dispersion of documentary materials, which necessitated careful research. Between 2008 and 2015
extraprocedural depositions and another 21 witnesses were thus added to the documents, with
particular reference to the period of the pontific-

The first page of the extraordinary edition
published on 26 August 1978.

ate and death of John Paul I, on which the testimony of Pope Benedict XVI took on a completely exceptional importance due to its up to
then unicum storico, as the first time a Pope had
offered de visu testimony about another Pope.
In addition to the drafting of the ritual documents, in light of the new documentary acquisition — on the basis of an omnino plena archival
investigation, which included more than 70
archives in 30 different locations, first and foremost the institutional archives held in the places
where Luciani was based from Belluno to the
Vatican — a noteworthy effort was also expended in the location and critical translation of all
the publications signed by or attributed to the
Servant of God, also thanks to the valuable contribution of John Paul I’s nieces, Lina Petri and
Pia Luciani. This painstaking research in which,
from the beginning of the Roman phase, I was
involved as the vice postulator of the Cause,
had never before been undertaken for Pope
John Paul I. On 16 October 2015 the Bishop of
Belluno-Feltre appointed as the new postulator
of the Cause Cardinal Beniamino Stella, a native
of the Vittorian diocese, who the then Bishop
Albino Luciani had introduced to the ecclesiastical Pontifical Academy. On 17 October 2016,
with the consignment of the Positio — comprised
of 5 volumes and over 3,600 pages — to the
Congregation, the eight years of scientific and
editing work concluded and thus began the examination for final judgment by the deciding
bodies of the Congregation who, according to
practice, are called to express their vote in two
examination sessions: that of the Congress of
consulting theologians and the ordinary session
of Cardinals and Bishops. The Congress of
theologians expressed its unanimous positive
vote on 1 June 2017 and the ordinary Session of
Cardinals and Bishops gave the same response
on 3 November 2017. The Cause then concluded
with the decree of venerability sanctioned by
Pope Francis on 9 November 2017, in which the
virtues of John Paul I were proclaimed.
To proceed to the Beatification, as noted, the
recognition of a miracle is necessary. There is
currently underway a Super miro process for the
case of a presumptive extraordinary healing
through the intercession of John Paul I in 2011
in the Diocese of Buenos Aires in Argentina.
The diocesan phase of the Super miro process
was completed in November 2017 and the judicial process has reached the final examination
sessions at the Congregation for the Causes of
Saints.
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Cardinal Luis Antonio Gokim Tagle (left)
with the young seminarian Enrico Macrohon

In the Philippines a young seminarian gains massive following with web videos on God and the Church

Rix the Seminarian
ROBERTO CETERA
One of the merits that our little but
great newspaper can boast about is
being, despite its name, the only paper in the world that is read every
day on all the continents. Thus it
can happen that a piece that tells a
rather local story can actually inspire
reactions and comments from the
other side of the globe. This is what
happened several weeks ago in this
very column of our daily edition
when we told the story of Fr Alberto
Ravagnani, the young priest from
Milan who became an internet star
during the pandemic. The day after
its publication we received at least a
dozen reports of people who, like
him, have chosen the path of the
new media for their work of evangelization, and they do so with similar
originality. From among them we
have decided to tell the story of a
young Filipino seminarian whose
successful internet presence has
gained him thousands of followers
on Facebook and YouTube.
“My name is Enrico Macrohon
but by now everyone knows me as
‘Rix the Seminarian’”, he says, the
name he uses in his videos, which
are often bilingual, in Tagalog and
English. “I was born 26 years ago in
the province of Nueva Ecija, about
four hours from Manila, and now
I’m here at the seminary in my
second year of theology at the University of Saint Thomas, almost at
the end of my studies”. He says that
his family is by no means religious.
His parents were both artists who
separated early and went to live
abroad. He doesn’t think his siblings have ever entered a church.

Perhaps he says, it is precisely because he grew up in such a family
that he developed this intense desire
to devote himself to evangelization
and to proclaim the immense mercy
of God.
He had the good fortune of growing up with his grandmother
Lourdes, he explains, who is a woman of very deep faith. She began
taking him to church when he was
just three years old and her accounts
of the Gospel sounded like a beautiful fairy tale to his young ears. Early
on, even before Rix had learned to
read and write, Jesus became his
“little friend”. He says he is indebted to his grandmother for the
man he has become, as well as for
the “important role” she played in
his vocation to become a priest. As a
boy he was quite drawn to the sacred liturgies, the singing, the sound
of the organ, the smell of the incense, but as he matured, he moved
on from the aesthetic aspect, becoming more and more rationally intrigued by the mysteries of the faith.
He learned to play the organ and
the parish priest entrusted him with
the direction of the choir; his attraction for music came naturally. After
all, he says with a smile, he is still
“the son of artists”.
His decision to enter the seminary
came just as naturally, although the
experience was more difficult than
he had imagined. While he developed a passion for studying
philosophy, he also found that it
aroused in him a spiritual withering
and doubts. However, he was successful with his studies and after five
years earned a degree in philosophy.
At that point he asked to leave the

seminary for a time, partly to clarify
his ideas and partly because he was
intrigued with teaching philosophy
at the university, and in fact did so.
It was there that his passion for
videos began. He conceived a novel
idea for exams: rather than producing elaborate writings he asked his
students to record short videos on
the subjects of the exams. It was a
fun and very interesting experiment,
but inside, he says, his vocation to
be a priest never waned. In this case
too, like his grandmother during his
childhood, another woman was of
great spiritual help. A Franciscan
nun, Mother Margaret Gasal, wisely
and lovingly supported his return to
the seminary in the Diocese of
Parañaque. He had inherited a certain artistic talent from his parents,
and video making has been his favourite hobby ever since he was a
child. So, he re-entered the seminary
but wondered, why not put these
talents at the service of the Kingdom? After all, a gift received is a
gift to give back, right? And then, it
bears noting that in the Philippines
no one in the Catholic Church had
ever sought to evangelize through
the new media. However, the Protestants had: there is a long tradition
of preachers, especially on television,
of Protestant churches and sects,
who often speak in apocalyptic
tones. Rix, however, wanted to do
something different: to explain the
faith of his Church with a new style,
that is, capable of fully expressing
that existential joy that is or should
be the hallmark of Christian life;
and above all able to speak to
young people. So, two years ago, he
put his first video online, in which

Pope conveys best wishes to Rimini Meeting
The theme for the 41th Meeting for Friendship among
Peoples is “Devoid of wonder we remain deaf to the
sublime” from A.J. Heschel’s book God in Search of
Man. Due to the ongoing pandemic, the meeting is
taking place largely online.
Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro Parolin conveyed
the Holy Father’s wishes expressed in a message addressed to Bishop Francesco Lambasi of Rimini for the
occasion of the opening of the Meeting.
“The Holy Father wishes to convey through you his
wish for the success of the 41st Meeting for Friendship
among Peoples”, reads the letter dated 5 August. “To
the organizers and all those who will participate, Pope
Francis assures his closeness and his prayer”.

The message recalls the difficult months of the pandemic and how they have had — in one form or another — different effects on people, but they have also
brought out compassion, suffering and fragility.
Cardinal Parolin echoed the Holy Father’s words stating that this year, the Rimini Meeting is a perfect opportunity to reflect on our experiences and to “descend
into the depths of the human heart” by means of things
that astonish us. Because “astonishment”, he added, “is
the way to recognize the signs of the sublime, of the Mystery who is at the root and foundation of all things”.
If this type of vision is not cultivated, the Cardinal
cautioned, “one becomes blind to existence, closed
within oneself, attracted by what is fleeting, and stops
questioning reality”.

he tried to explain, as opposed to
Protestant use, why Catholics used
artistic images and sculptures in
prayer. He called himself ‘Rix the
Seminarian’, in an unrealistic attempt to guarantee himself a certain
anonymity. Three days later he
turned on the computer and almost
fainted: more than 100,000 people
had viewed and “liked” his video.
One hundred thousand. He immediately thought that it was as if he had
spoken simultaneously in 300-400
filled churches. More than happy,
his hands were shaking at the
thought of the responsibility it implied.
Rix’s videos are quite different
from those of Italian priest, Fr Alberto Ravagnani. They each have a
certain quick, rhythmic, musical
style and “pop” language, both
verbal and non-verbal. However,
while Fr Alberto aims more at questions of meaning, the character of
Rix the Seminarian’s videos is decidedly more apologetic and also offers some devotional cues. After all
in the Philippines, pastoral ministry
has always had a tradition of direct
transmission, characterized by joy
and simplicity. For example, consider the extraordinary communication skills and empathy that distinguish Cardinal Luis Antonio Gokim
Tagle, Prefect of the Congregation
for the Evangelization of Peoples.
Rix considers him his teacher: “To
me he is a legend”. Both my rector
and my bishop, says Rix, seem
happy with his work, although they
rightly remind him that it should
only come after his studies, his life
of prayer and his community life.
Rix always reminds himself not to
flatter himself and to remain humble
at heart. Because his videos are being widely disseminated: many
priests and bishops are sharing them
on the web pages of their own dioceses.
When young Rix was asked what
he would like to do “when he grows
up”, he said he has many dreams. At
the top of the list is definitely the
desire to be a good priest and to always do the Lord’s will. And then,
he said, “I would like to come to
study for a licentiate in theology in
Rome, to be able to meet Pope
Francis to tell him that I pray for
him and support his work in reforming the Church. And maybe even to
make a few videos with Fr Alberto”.
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Pope’s appreciation for the new initiative by the Pontifical International Marian Academy

Freeing Marian devotion
from the influence of organized crime
ANTONIO TARALLO
Pope Francis was pleased to learn of the initiative
undertaken by the Pontifical International Marian
Academy, to launch a new sector, (officially at a
meeting on 18 September), namely the Department of analysis and study of criminal and mafiarelated phenomena, conceived and realized “in order to free the figure of Our Lady from the influence of organized crime”.
“I would like to express my appreciation for
the important initiative and I offer my cordial
greeting to the promoters, speakers and all the
participants in the significant day of study aimed
at involving various sectors of civil society so that,
in cooperation with Church authorities and public institutions, effective proposals can be identified for the necessary cultural work of raising
awareness and adopting appropriate procedures”,
the Pontiff wrote in a letter addressed to the President of the Marian institution, Fr Stefano Cecchin, OFM. The letter written for the occasion attests to the Pope’s attention to the new process
with which the Pontifical Academy has been involved for some time: new visions, new programmes, new perspectives and methodologies,
and an increasingly less “academic” Mariology,
closer to society, fully in line with the teachings of
the Second Vatican Council and in complete harmony with the Magisterium of Pope Francis, who
had previously addressed his greetings to the institute’s community on 4 December 2019.
This time, the letter addressed to the President
regards in particular the new department that is
taking shape within the Pontifical Academy: the
Department that will be concerned with freeing
the figure of Mary from criminal influence. The
ambitious project, whose inauguration meeting
will be held at the Court of Appeals in Rome on
18 September, will include important figures of
civil society, joined by a shared “dream” that aims

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

school on Nuku`alofa in the Pacific,
partly out of boredom and partly
out of a desire for adventure, took
possession of a boat and headed for
the Fiji islands located some 500
miles away. They were surprised by
a storm which tossed them onto the
small island of `Ata where they lived
for an entire year. It appears to be a
copy of the story told by William
Golding in his famous 1954 novel,
“The Lord of the Flies”, which
brought immediate fame (and a Nobel prize) to its author. Although
the beginning of the events is similar, the storyline develops and ends
very differently. In the Golding novel, the group of young castaways is
torn apart by internal wars and in
the end violence takes the upper
hand, even claiming several lives,
because human nature inevitably
leads to conflict and the struggle for
power.
This is literature. In reality the
historical events of the six youths
from `Ata is quite different, as recalled by the ship’s captain who rescued and brought the castaways
home after 15 months: “The kids had
created a small commune with a vegetable patch, carved out tree trunks
to store rain water, a gym with

to remain not just a dream but rather a concrete
reality: the common good that is so necessary in
the difficult time we are experiencing.
Considering that the figure of Mary, as well as
the places, rituals and symbolism associated with
her, are the subject of a “systematic reconfiguration” by the mafia and organized crime affiliations, not only in Italy, but also in other countries on a global scale, the Academy has promoted this important new Department which will
study and monitor these problems. Pope Francis
himself emphasizes this delicate point in the letter
which bears the date of the Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary: “Marian devotion is a religious and cultural legacy to be safeguarded in its
original purity, freeing it from superstructures,
powers or conditions that do not respond to the
evangelical criteria of justice, freedom, honesty
and solidarity”. What inspired the Academy to establish this new Department? The concerning
“cultural operation” that has been perpetuated for
decades through criminality sought to create in
the collective consciousness of various Italian and
foreign communities a distorted and historically

delusive view of the Mother of Christ. From this
fact a sort of “occupation” of Marian places and
rituals by organized crime arose, so as to strip the
figure of Mary from her authentic evangelical significance. In order to counteract this scenario, the
Pontifical Academy believes that a “cultural operation” that is just as strong and cohesive is necessary to restore the truth of the figure of Mary.
And it will provide this not only from the Christian perspective but also by looking to Islamic tradition, as Mary herself is the “model” for the conduct of believers in both religions.
A note by the Academy indicates that the Department aims to restore to Mary “her natural
context, not only multi-religious and multi-cultural, but also trans-religious and trans-cultural not
only in fact but also by right”, by finding precisely in her figure the opportunity “to promote
dimensions that are not secondary and all but extraneous to the common good of the civitas, but
that can rather become a powerful element of it,
capable of enhancing all that in name of a common humanity contributes to the building of
peace, of well-being for all, of care for the planet
and for its sustainability”.
The Department will involve nine new subject
areas:
local
organized
crime
affiliations
(’ndrangheta, cosa nostra, camorra, mafie pugliesi,
stidda, mafia garganica); foreign criminal associations (in particular Albanian, Nigerian, Turkish,
Colombian, Chechen, Mexican); eco-mafia and
environmental crimes, archeomafia [archaeological
mafia], zoomafia [illegal trade in animals]; repossession, requisition and management of assets of
mafia related crime; history of national terrorism;
international terrorism; intrafamily violence;
gender-based violence; and lastly, prevention and
analysis of drug use among minors. Thus, the
new Department will oversee a wide-ranging programme, in which the Pontifical Academy will be
committed in the first person in a courageous,
ambitious and highly innovative project.

To weather the storm: all together
weights, a badminton court, chicken
coops and a permanent fire, all
thanks to manual labour, an old
knife blade and a lot of determination”. The youth organized themselves into groups of two and divided up the chores, the first of
which was fundamental: keep watch
over the fire which was kept alight
for 15 months.
When a fight broke out, the clash
was immediately resolved by making
the fighting parties go to the opposite ends of the island to cool off, and
after about four hours, everyone
worked together towards a reconciliation. The six boys began and ended
their days with song and prayer, and
music played a fundamental role
thanks to a “guitar” that one of them
had fashioned out of a piece of driftwood, half a coconut shell and six
steel strings salvaged from their destroyed boat. Even when one of them
slipped and fell from a cliff, breaking
his leg, the logic of solidarity prevailed over that of survival: the leg
was treated with a rudimentary cast
made of sticks and leaves, and his
chores were redistributed among the
remaining five.
When they were rescued on
Sunday, 11 September 1966, the six
castaways were in optimal physical

condition. Those 15 months had unleashed not violence but rather
friendship. A few days ago at the
Rimini Meeting on Communion and
Liberation, professor emeritus of
biology Scott F. Gilbert spoke about
the human body, which in its marvelous complexity reveals that the
“rule” that sustains the natural world
is not conflict but cooperation. His
colleague, US biologist Lynn Margulis summarized this truth in one
sentence: “Life did not take over the
world by combat but by networking,
by cooperation”. One can thus state
that each of us is a unique and unrepeatable individual but not alone:
each organism has always lived in
symbiosis
with
billions
of
microorganisms.
There are about 160 species of microbes within our body that carry
out functions that are vital to our
growth. We should reread in a positive light the phrase by the wretched
man with the unclean spirit of Gerasa: “My name is legion because we
are many”. He was referring to the
disintegration of an identity torn
apart by the evil spirit, but the truth
about human nature in everyday life
is that a living organism is the fruit
of a thick plot hatched by a complex
and marvelous “team spirit”.

Professor Gilbert’s conclusion goes
well beyond biological fact: animals
do not exist as independent entities,
we ‘become’ with others. This is important: beyond the competitive fact
of evolution, there is also this becoming with others. Thus, alone, each one
of us is already ‘in company’. Not
left alone in the struggle of life because the structure of one’s body
speaks of an alliance among a thousand invisible and indispensable
components. Precisely as occurs on
the social plane thanks to all those
“often forgotten” people as the Pope
says, who support the lives of others
and with them the entire world. As
the Pope said five months ago and
repeated at the General Audience in
loud and clear words: “homo sapiens
is deformed and becomes a species
of homo œconomicus — in a detrimental sense — a species of man that is
individualistic, calculating and domineering. We forget that, being created in the image and likeness of
God, we are social, creative and
solidary beings with an immense capacity to love. We often forget this.
In fact, from among all the species,
we are the beings who are the most
cooperative and we flourish in community, as is seen well in the experience of the saints”.
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ANGELUS

At the Angelus on Sunday, 23 August, Pope Francis spoke about
Peter’s first profession of faith in Jesus as the Messiah. Speaking
to the faithful who had gathered in Saint Peter’s Square, the
Pontiff observed that “to confess Jesus is a grace of the Father”,
indeed, “a grace that we must ask for”, and thus he recommended
that each of us, each day, must answer the question: “Who is
Jesus Christ for me?”. The following is a translation of the Holy
Father’s reflection, which he delivered in Italian.

Monument to mark the 10th anniversary of the San Fernando Massacre (AFP)

God will hold us to account for the death of migrants
The Pope recalls the 10th anniversary of the massacre of 72 migrants in San Fernando, Mexico
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Good morning!
This Sunday’s Gospel reading (cf.
Mt 16:13-20) presents the moment
in which Peter professes his faith
in Jesus as Messiah and Son of
God. This Apostle’s confession is
provoked by Jesus himself, who
wishes to lead his disciples to
take the decisive step in their relationship with him. Indeed,
Jesus’ entire journey with those
who follow him, especially with
the Twelve, is a journey of educating their faith. First of all, he
asks: “Who do men say that the
Son of man is?” (v. 13). The
Apostles liked to talk about
people, as we all do. We like to
gossip. Speaking about others is
not so demanding; this is why we
like it; even ‘flaying’ others. In
this case the perspective of faith
rather than gossip is already required, and so he asks, ‘What do
the people say that I am?’. And
the disciples seem to compete in
reporting the different opinions,
which perhaps, to a large extent,
they themselves shared. They too
shared them. In essence, Jesus of
Nazareth was considered a prophet (v. 14).
With the second question,
Jesus touches them to the core:
“But who do you say that I am?”
(v. 15). At this point, we seem to
perceive a moment of silence, as
each one of those present is
called to put themselves on the
line, manifesting the reason why
they follow Jesus; therefore a certain hesitation is more than legitimate. Even if I were to ask you
now, ‘For you, who is Jesus?’,
there would be a little hesitation.
Simon takes them off the hook
by declaring forthrightly, “You
are the Christ, the Son of the living God” (v. 16). This answer, so
complete and luminous, does not
come from an impulse of his own,
however generous — Peter was
generous — but rather it is the
fruit of a particular grace of the
heavenly Father. Indeed, Jesus
himself says to him: “flesh and

blood has not revealed this to
you” — that is, culture, what you
have studied, no, this has not revealed it to you. It was revealed
to you by “my Father who is in
heaven” (v. 17). To confess Jesus
is a grace of the Father. To say
that Jesus is the Son of the living
God, that he is the Redeemer, is a
grace that we must ask for: “Father, give me the grace to confess
Jesus”.
At the same time, the Lord acknowledges Simon’s prompt response to the inspiration of grace
and therefore adds, in a solemn
tone, “you are Peter, and on this
rock I will build my church, and
the powers of death shall not prevail against it” (v. 18). With this
affirmation, Jesus makes Simon
understand the meaning of the
new name He has given him,
‘Peter’: the faith he has just
shown is the unshakeable ‘rock’
on which the Son of God wishes
to build his Church, that is, the
Community. And the Church
goes forward always on the basis
of Peter’s faith, that faith that
Jesus recognizes [in Peter] and
which makes him the head of the
Church.
Today, we hear Jesus’ question
directed to each one of us: ‘And
you, who do you say I am?’. To
each one of us. And each one of
us must give not a theoretical answer, but one that involves faith,
that is, life, because faith is life!
‘For me you are …’ and then to
confess Jesus. An answer that demands from us too, as from the
first disciples, inward listening to
the voice of the Father and consonance with what the Church,
gathered around Peter, continues
to proclaim. It is a matter of understanding who Christ is for us:
whether he is the centre of our
life, whether he is the goal of our
commitment in the Church, of
our commitment in society. Who
is Jesus Christ for me? Who is
Jesus Christ for you, for you, for
you …? An answer that we
should give every day.

But beware: it is indispensable
and praiseworthy that the pastoral care of our communities be
open to the many forms of
poverty and plights that are
everywhere. Charity is always the
high road of the journey of faith,
of the perfection of faith. But it is
necessary that works of solidarity,
the works of charity that we carry
out, not divert us from contact
with the Lord Jesus. Christian
charity is not simple philanthropy
but, on the one hand, it is looking at others through the very
eyes of Jesus and, on the other
hand, it is seeing Jesus in the face
of the poor. This is the true path
of Christian charity, with Jesus at
the centre, always. May Mary
Most Holy, blessed because she
believed, be our guide and model
on the path of faith in Christ,
and make us aware that trust in
him gives full meaning to our
charity and to all our existence.
After the Angelus, the Holy Father
continued:
Dear brothers and sisters, yesterday, the International Day
Commemorating the Victims of
Acts of Violence Based on Religion or Belief was observed. Let
us pray for these, our brothers
and sisters, and let us sustain
with our prayer and solidarity
also those — and there are many
— who even today are persecuted
because of their faith and religion. There are many!
Tomorrow, 24 August, is the
10th anniversary of the massacre
of 72 migrants in San Fernando,
in Tamaulipas, Mexico. They
were people from various countries who were looking for a better life. I express my solidarity
with the families of the victims
who today are still asking for
justice and the truth about what
happened. The Lord will hold us
to account for all of the migrants
who have fallen on their journey
of hope. They were victims of the
throw-away culture.

Tomorrow also marks four
years since the earthquake that hit
Central Italy. I renew my prayer
for the families and the communities
who
suffered
the
greatest losses, that they may go
ahead in solidarity and hope, and
I hope that the reconstruction
might accelerate so that the
people might return to live serenely in this beautiful territory of
the Apennines.
I also wish to emphasize my
closeness to the people of Cabo
Delgado in the north of Mozambique who are suffering because
of international terrorism. I do so
with the vivid recollection of my
visit to that country about a year
ago.
I extend a cordial greeting to
you all, Romans and pilgrims; in
particular to the young people of
the parish of Cernusco sul Naviglio — those who are in yellow
over there — they departed from
Siena by bicycle and they arrived
in Rome today along the Via
Francigena. You have been very
good! And I also greet the group
of families from Carobbo degli
Angeli (province of Bergamo),
who have come here on a pilgrimage in memory of the victims
of the coronavirus. And let us not
forget, let us not forget the victims of the coronavirus. This
morning I heard the testimony of
a family who lost their grandparents without being able to say
goodbye to them, on the same
day. So much suffering, so many
people who lost their lives, victims of this disease; and so many
volunteers, doctors, nurses, nuns,
priests, who also lost their lives.
Let us remember the families who
have suffered because of this.
And I wish you all a happy
Sunday. Please, do not forget to
pray for me. Enjoy your lunch.
Arrivederci!

